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Separately in July 2018 the Dublin Area Bus Network Redesign , which 
is the redesign of bus services, started its first public consultation 
phase. Around 30,000 submissions including signed petitions and 
online survey responses were received by the end of September. 
Over the coming months all of these submissions will be reviewed 
and assessed. Following that process a revised network design will be 
published during 2019 for a second public consultation. It is envisaged 
that the implementation of the final network will take place in 2020. 
The network redesign can be implemented on the existing road 
network with some enhancements at key interchange locations.

The public consultation for the sixteen radial core bus corridors will 
now take place on a phased basis from November 2018 until May 
2019. Each phase will be for a set number of corridors to be consulted 
on over a period of months. These public consultations phases will be 
the start of a detailed process of engagement and communication. All 
of which will take place prior to detailed designs being finalised and 
planning permissions sought. 

This document is one of a series of sixteen, each dedicated to a single 
core bus corridor. The document provides a written description of 
the emerging preferred route from start to finish with supporting 
route maps. It explains the step by step process for engagement 
and consultation for potentially impacted property owners and 
the general public. It also outlines the process for planning and 
construction of the core bus corridor network including expected 
timelines.

 

1.1 Background

In June 2018 the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
published the Core Bus Corridors Project Report. The 
report was a discussion document outlining proposals 
for the delivery of a core bus corridor network across 
Dublin. It set out the vision for the provision of 230kms 
of dedicated bus lanes and 200km of cycle lanes/tracks 
on sixteen key bus corridors.

Continuous bus lanes and cycle tracks
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1.2 Why does Dublin need a core  
bus corridor network?

 � Congestion  – Congestion is one of the most significant 
challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be addressed 
to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people 
moving. Ireland’s economic recovery from the recession is 
seeing significant increases in the number of people working 
and travelling across Dublin. The number of commercial vehicles 
continues to rise as does the number of tourists. The commuter 
areas surrounding Dublin continue to spread and grow in a low 
density manner. Growth areas can only be served in the short and 
medium term by the bus as opposed to long-term projects such as 
rail and Luas. 

At present bus lanes are in place for less than one third of a bus 
journey on the busy corridors. This means buses are competing 
for space with general traffic and so are affected by the increasing 
levels of congestion.

 � Growing Population  – It is predicted that the population for 
the Dublin region will grow 25% by 2040, bringing it to almost 
1.5m for the region. This huge growth in population has to be 
accommodated with a quality public transport system.

 � The bus system can deliver  – We need to invest in the bus 
system because the bus system is the main component to meet 
our future transport needs. A good bus system has the reach and 
flexibility to service all the new housing developments, business 
parks, hospitals, colleges and retail shops across Dublin. It is a 
proven solution and is the main form of public transport across 
Dublin with 67% of public transport journeys each day made by 
bus. The bus system carries three and four times the number of 
people who travel on Luas or Dart and commuter rail.

Forecast Population Growth in Dublin Region
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 � People want to cycle  – The core bus corridor project is not 
just about the provision of bus lanes. Under this project we will 
also deliver 200km of segregated cycling infrastructure to make 
cycling safer and more attractive than ever before. This initiative is 
the foundation of the overall cycle network for the Greater Dublin 
Area.

Commuting to work by bicycle has increased by 43% since 2011. 
Again this growth represents a clear choice that people are 
making to cycle. This project will support that trend and is a 
vital component of creating a sustainable transport system for 
people across Dublin. Safe cycling facilities across the 16 key bus 
corridors will provide people, families and their children a suitable 
environment to cycle where they want and when they want

 � People want to use public transport  – The need to build 
a core bus network is being driven by increases in congestion 
and also by the significant shift of people choosing to use public 
transport. People want to use it and should have a reliable and 
efficient bus system to travel on. Based on 2017 canal cordon 
figures over 70% of people travelling into the city each morning 
do so by sustainable transport modes and mostly by bus. Cars 
only account for 30% of travel into the city centre each day and 
therefore the amount of road space allocated to sustainable 
transport needs to reflect that position.

Dublin Canal Cordon 2017 Statistics - 7am to 10am

107,160  
people came into 
the city centre by 
using bus, train or 
Luas.

12,447  
people cycled in. 
The highest number 
ever.

70%  
used sustainable 
modes.

The more people use 
sustainable modes of 
transport, the less 
congestion.

25,000  
people walked in. 
Mode share for 
walking is 11.8%.

Private cars carried 

under 
30%  
of people for the 
first time.

Public transport also 
reduces the amount 
of greenhouse gases 
and other emissions.

Over half 
of all journeys into the 
city in the morning are 
now made on public 
transport.

211,416 
people crossed the canal inbound between 7.00am and 10.00am.
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1.3 What is 
BusConnects 
Dublin?

BusConnects Dublin 
is a major investment 
programme to  
improve public  
transport in Dublin. 

It aims to overhaul the  
current bus system in Dublin 
through a 10 year programme 
of integrated actions to 
deliver a more efficient, 
reliable and better bus system 
for more people. 
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 � Building a network of new 
bus corridors to make 
journey's faster and more 
reliable.

 � New network of cycle lanes/ 
tracks.

 � Redesign of the Dublin area 
bus network to provide a more 
efficient network with high 
frequency spines, new orbital 
routes and increased bus 
services. 

 � Develop a state-of-the-art 
ticketing system.

 � Implementation of a 
cashless payment system. 

 � Simpler fare structure.

 � New bus livery providing 
a common style across 
different operators.

 � Transitioning to a  
new bus fleet with 
low emission vehicle 
technologies. 

 � New bus stops and shelters 
with better signage and 
information.

 � Provision of bus based 
Park and Ride sites in key 
locations.
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