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Glossary
Community Forum – Community Forums were established to create a two way 

communication process with representatives of local communities, establish and build 

relationships, provide timely updates on the designs and plans, whilst listening to the issues 

and concerns raised by members of the community. Membership of the Community Forums 

comprised of two representatives from local resident and community associations, all disability 

groups or special interest groups, business organisations and public representatives along each 

scheme.

Signal-controlled Bus Priority – Signal-Controlled Priority uses traffic signals to enable 

buses to get priority ahead of other traffic on single lane road sections, but it is only effective 

for short distances. This typically arises where the bus lane cannot continue due to obstructions 

on the roadway. An example might be where a road has pinch-points where it narrows due to 

existing buildings or structures that cannot be demolished to widen the road to make space 

for a bus lane. It works through the use of traffic signal controls (typically at junctions) where 

the bus lane and general traffic lane must merge ahead and share the road space for a short 

distance until the bus lane recommences downstream. The general traffic will be stopped at the 

signal to allow the bus pass through the narrow section first and when the bus has passed, the 

general traffic will then be allowed through the lights. 

Bus Gate – A Bus Gate is a sign-posted short length of stand-alone bus lane. This short 

length of road is restricted exclusively to buses, taxis, and cyclists plus emergency vehicles. It 

facilitates bus priority by removing general through-traffic along the overall road where the bus 

gate is located. General traffic will be directed by signage to divert away to other roads before 

they arrive at the Bus Gate. 

Cycle Lane – A cycle lane is a lane on the carriageway that is reserved either exclusively or 

primarily for cycling and is separated from general traffic or bus lanes by road markings. 

Cycle Track – A cycle track is a separate section of the road dedicated for cycling only. 

This space will generally be isolated from other vehicular traffic by a physical kerb. 

Virtual Bus Priority – This refers to cases where physical bus priority (i.e. bus lanes) is not 

provided, and instead, bus priority is provided within the general traffic lane through the use of 

signal-controlled priority or bus gates to control the movements of general traffic.
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Protected Junctions - Refers to junctions, which provide physical kerb buildouts to protect 

cyclists through the junction. Due to the inherently complex nature of mixed mode movements 

at junctions, the provision for cyclists at junctions is a critical factor in managing conflict and 

providing safe junctions for all road users. As such, this is the preferred layout for signalised 

junctions as part of the CBC Infrastructure Works.

Greenway – A greenway is a recreational corridor for non-motorised journeys, developed in an 

integrated manner which enhances both the environment and quality of life of the surrounding 

area. These routes should meet satisfactory standards of width, gradient and surface condition 

to ensure that they are both user-friendly and low risk for users of all abilities.

Carbon - The term Carbon is used to refer to carbon emissions or Green House  

Gas Emissions interchangeably
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1.1 Report Objectives 

The main objective of this report is to outline the extensive public consultation and stakeholder 

engagement undertaken for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme (herein after 

called the Proposed Scheme), which is one of the schemes of the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus 
Corridors Infrastructure Works (herein after called the CBC Infrastructure Works). 

The Proposed Scheme is one of twelve stand-alone Core Bus Corridor (CBC) schemes to be 

delivered under the BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works. The 

CBC Infrastructure Works, once completed, will deliver the radial core corridors identified in 

the Greater Dublin Transport Strategy Area 2016-2035 (herein after called the GDA Transport 

Strategy).

The BusConnects Dublin Programme is the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) programme to 

greatly improve bus services in the Greater Dublin Area and the CBC Infrastructure Works is one 

element of that Programme, itself containing 12 stand-alone Proposed Schemes. It is a key part 

of the Government’s polices to improve public transport and to contribute to addressing climate 

change in Dublin and other cities. 

The NTA established a dedicated BusConnects Infrastructure team to advance the planning and 

construction of the CBC Infrastructure Works. It comprises an in-house team including technical 

and communications resources and external service providers procured from time-to-time to 

assist the internal team in the planning and design of the 12 Proposed Schemes.

The CBC Infrastructure Works will deliver a major component of the overall Core Bus Routes as 

identified in the GDA Transport Strategy, encompassing the delivery of approximately 230km 

of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of cycle tracks along 12 stand-alone Core Bus Corridors 

Proposed Schemes. In addition, the programme of works is also a critical element of the 

National Development Plan 2018 – 2027, the National Development Plan 2018-2027, National 

Development Plan 2021-2030, Climate Action Plan 2019, Climate Action Plan 2021 and Climate 

Action Plan 2023.

The 12 stand-alone Core Bus Corridor Schemes to be delivered under the CBC Infrastructure 

Works are:

 Ĥ The Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Swords to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Ballymun / Finglas to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;
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 Ĥ The Blanchardstown to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Lucan to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Liffey Valley to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Tallaght / Clondalkin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Kimmage to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Templeogue / Rathfarnham to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

 Ĥ The Belfield / Blackrock to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme; and

 Ĥ The Ringsend to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme.

Figure 1.1 - 12 Scheme Map
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1.2 Proposed Scheme Overview 

The Proposed Scheme has an overall length of approximately 18.5km. It will commence at the 

junction of Leeson Street Lower and Earlsfort Terrace on St. Stephen’s Green. It will run along 

Leeson Street Lower and Upper, and Sussex Road. It will continue along Morehampton Road 

and Donnybrook Road, through Donnybrook Village and on to the Stillorgan Road, serving the 

University College Dublin (UCD) Interchange via the Stillorgan Road Overbridge at Belfield.

The Proposed Scheme will then continue on the Stillorgan Road, which carries on to the Bray 

Road to Loughlinstown Roundabout. From Loughlinstown Roundabout it will run along the 

Dublin Road to St. Anne’s Church and then continue south through Shankill village. It will then 

pass through Wilford Junction and along the Dublin Road until it terminates on Castle Street in 

Bray, on the north side of the River Dargle crossing. Please see Figure 1.2.

Figure 1.2: Route of the Proposed Scheme
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1.3 Report Components 

This report has two key components – a comprehensive summary of the Non-Statutory Public 

Consultations and Stakeholder Engagement processes for the CBC Infrastructure Works 
as a whole. It also provides a detailed record of the individual consultation and engagement 

processes for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme through each round of 

consultation. 

The rationale for the two components, is that, although the consultations on all the Proposed 
Schemes were carried out individually, they also formed integral parts of the overarching 
CBC Infrastructure Works public consultation process. 

It is important to not only review the consultations for each Proposed Scheme on a standalone 

basis, but also with the full context of the whole CBC Infrastructure Works consultations. 

Therefore, the report structure is set out to provide a complete and inclusive assessment of 

the strategy framing the consultation process, the timeline of activity, the communication 

tools and processes as well as the dedicated engagement framework for reaching out to key 

stakeholders.

Copies of all the non-statutory public consultation and stakeholder engagement material for 

both the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme and the complete CBC Infrastructure 

Works are in the Appendices of this report.

The structure for the remainder of the report is set out as follows: 

Chapter 2 –  Consultation Strategy on the overall Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure Works

Chapter 3 –  Consultation Timeline on the Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure Works

Chapter 4 – Communication Tools and Engagement Practices on Core Bus Corridor   

     Infrastructure Works

Chapter 5 – Direct Engagement with Key Stakeholder Groups on Core Bus Corridor   

     Infrastructure Works

Chapter 6 – Consultation on Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Chapter 7 – Summary and Conclusions

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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2. Consultation  
Strategy on Core  
Bus Corridor  
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2.1 Objectives 

As one of the largest infrastructural works currently being undertaken by the State, the 

NTA, through its BusConnects Infrastructure team, set out to undertake a lengthy period of 

non-statutory public consultation to take account of the views of a significant range of key 

stakeholders across the Dublin area including the general public and importantly those directly 

affected by the CBC Infrastructure Works. 

The first aim of the non-statutory consultation process was to inform stakeholders about the 

proposal, the reasoning for its development, its linkage to public policy priorities, its benefits 

and potential impacts on the city. 

Secondly, the BusConnects Infrastructure team sought to open up a two-way channel of 

communication to help inform the development of the CBC Infrastructure Works. The feedback 

received through this engagement would prove critical in reassuring stakeholders about the 

consultation process as being an effective and informative process to inform the draft designs 

and planning. Some amendments, adaptions and mitigating measures on the impact along 

Proposed Schemes were included as a direct result of the consultation process.  

Thirdly, the development and execution of a comprehensive engagement and communications 

strategy would help to keep stakeholders updated on the development of the plans along 

each of the 12 stand-alone Core Bus Corridor Schemes. Given the complexity of the CBC 

Infrastructure Works, it was vital to continually communicate the evolution and changes to the 

Proposed Scheme. 

Finally, rolling out the non-statutory consultation process would ultimately help to enhance 

aspects of the original proposals and ensure the final designs for the CBC Infrastructure Works 

took into account local concerns and mitigating strategies. 

2.2 Approach   

A strategic approach to engagement was adopted from the very outset of the launch of the 

BusConnects Dublin CBC Infrastructure Works. Detailed processes and structures were put 

in place regarding stakeholder engagement and communicating to the public regarding the 

consultations. Public awareness, consultation, feedback and stakeholder engagement have 

been important to inform the extensive planning and design process of the BusConnects Dublin 

Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works. A dedicated BusConnects communications team was 

established in 2017. This team works closely with the technical members of the BusConnects 

Infrastructure team at every stage of planning and design to facilitate good communications.
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The communications approach taken has been: 

 Ĥ To continually raise public awareness and understanding about the CBC Infrastructure 

Works and our objectives; 

 Ĥ Have the widest possible range of stakeholders and general public engaged in the 

consultations;

 Ĥ To inform and build relationships with our key stakeholders; 

 Ĥ To consistently provide information through a range of communication channels and 

accessible formats;  

 Ĥ To be proactive regarding public information and stakeholder engagement;

 Ĥ To listen and learn especially where submissions and observations demonstrate informative 

local knowledge and experience;

 Ĥ To where practical respond constructively to consultees’ comments throughout the design 

and planning processes; 

 Ĥ To have active and sustained two-way communication and stakeholder engagement not just 

during the non-statutory public consultation rounds but consistently since 2017.

2.3 Plan Development 

Comprehensive consultation and engagement arrangements were developed to deliver the 

non-statutory public consultation rounds. A wide range of communication channels were used 

to raise awareness of the consultations at each round and inform stakeholders and the general 

public of the latest proposals. Details of the consultation communications and engagement 

practices are set out in Chapters 3 and Chapter 4. 

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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2.4 Execution and Impact 

The following is a summary of the whole CBC Infrastructure Works communication channels 

and level of engagement since the first round of consultation was launched in November 2018.  

These included:

 Ĥ One to One/Face-to-face meetings with Potentially Impacted Properties: 579

 Ĥ Public Information Events & Attendees: 18 public information events with approx.  

    1,600 attendees 

 Ĥ Community Forums & Attendees: 41 community forums with membership of 1,400    

    (Approx. 5,000 attended across all forums)

 Ĥ Resident Group Meetings: Meeting with 39 groups across the 12 schemes with  

    approx. 90 meetings.

 Ĥ No. of submissions received in total - 17,132

 Ĥ Printed Brochures – no. in total: 32,650 

 Ĥ Website visitors – Total to-date: 143,775

 Ĥ Twitter: 3.6 million tweet impressions, 4,316 followers  

 Ĥ Emails and Freephone numbers: 11,630 emails (excluding submissions)

 Ĥ Freephone: 3672 calls received

 Ĥ Virtual Room visitors – Total: 6,039 

 Ĥ Number of letters issued: Approx. 4,732 to-date

 Ĥ Public information advertisement campaigns: 81 newspaper advertisements, 418 radio 

advertisements, 776 bus shelter public consultation information messages, on bus 

- Dublin Bus A2 x 500, GAI A2 x 40, 55 x Luas Portraits, 150 x Luas Straplines, 15 x 

Luas Columns, various social media campaigns also took place

(Audience Reach for these campaigns was 9,821,969 for print and online reach was 33,685,566. 
Audience reach data is sourced from MediaTel and gives an indication of the potential audience  
your coverage has reached. Online reach is derived from unique daily user figures and is adjusted  
for Ireland internet audience size.)

Figure 1.3 Summary of Key Engagements & Communication Metrics
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3.1 Background 

In May 2017 the NTA launched the BusConnects Programme and then in June 2018 published 

the Core Bus Corridors Project Report. The report was a discussion document outlining 

proposals for the delivery of Core Bus Corridor Routes across Dublin. Details of the Programme 
launches and associated Documents can be seen in Appendix 1 and 2 respectively. 

3.2 Rounds of Consultation 

Since the commencement of the non-statutory period of the CBC Infrastructure Works, there has 

been a total of three rounds of non-statutory public consultation. 

First Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation - The first round of non-statutory 

public consultation on the Emerging Preferred Route Options was from November 2018 until May 

2019 divided into three phases (See Figure 3.1 below). The reason it was divided into three phases 

was primarily due to the fact that the BusConnects Infrastructure team carried out all aspects of the 

first round without external design service providers having been appointed at that stage. Moreover, 

the BusConnects Infrastructure team sought to gain maximum engagement from the public from 

the commencement of the CBC Infrastructure Works to raise awareness, establish relationships and 

gain immediate insight and knowledge of the issues at an early stage.  

It was also important that at the start of the non-statutory consultation that considerable time 

and resources were dedicated by the BusConnects Infrastructure team to initiate contact with 

potential impacted properties. Each of the potentially impacted property owners were offered the 

opportunity to meet with members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team on a one-to-one basis 

which meant a significant amount of resources had to be dedicated to this process. 

Second Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation – The non-statutory public 

consultation for the Preferred Route Options ran from March 2020 to April 2020 as Ireland entered 

the first lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The consultation continued in deference to the 

number of online submissions received during this period. A number of public facing elements 

of the consultation were cancelled in line with Government health guidelines, however, all other 

elements of the consultation including online versions of the brochures, supporting documentation 

were available. Other communication tools including the Freephone, email and digital aspects 

remained active for submissions to be received. 

Third Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation – This round of non-statutory public 

consultation for the Preferred Route Options from November 2020 to December 2020 was 

added due to the disruption caused to the second-round consultation process. It was important 

that further engagement was facilitated to communicate design development changes prior to 

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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M

concluding the determination of the Preferred Route Options. Methods had emerged whereby 

traditional public information events could be replaced by virtual online alternatives to offset the 

restrictions that continued associated with the Covid-19 Pandemic. Accordingly, all elements of the 

public consultation and stakeholder engagement were conducted virtually or online in line with the 

Government health guidelines.
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4. Communication Tools  
and Engagement  
Practices on the  
Core Bus Corridor 
Infrastructure  
Works
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4.1 Background 

The public consultation tools included a dedicated website, public information events, community 

events, range of digital channels, traditional published material, press and radio advertising, 

outdoor advertising, presentations, infographics and virtual formats. The following paragraphs 

sets out the public consultations at a CBC Infrastructure Works level for all schemes. Chapter 6 

provides specific details for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme consultation and 

engagement. 

4.2 Published Material

Brochure - At each phase of the three non-statutory public consultations an individual brochure 

was recreated for each of the Core Bus Corridor Routes. The brochures were printed both in hard 

copy and online to view and download on the BusConnects website. They were available in a 

range of formats including PDF, HTML, Irish and Audio on the website. 

Over the three rounds of non-statutory public consultation, 32,000 hard copies were printed 

and made available. The Core Bus Corridor Brochures for the Emerging Preferred Route for 

each of the routes were made available to all key stakeholders – commencing with a copy for all 

potentially impacted property owners – and available at all public information events, Community 

Forums, posted free of charge to members of the public by emailing or contacting the Freephone. 

Public Representatives were also provided with large volumes of copies of brochures on request. 

For the second and third round of non-statutory public consultation, an updated version of each 

of the Core Bus Corridor Brochures for the Preferred Route was produced for both rounds. Each 

round of brochure contained the latest updated designs and key changes to previous versions of 

the proposals. The second and third round brochures were made available in online, accessible 

and hard copy formats as per the first round. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the print version was 

made available on request only and provided to all potentially impacted properties owners. All 

other formats were available online. 

Copies of Brochures were available at all public information events and community forums pre 

Covid-19. The brochures were also a feature of the virtual consultation rooms which are outlined 

further in this chapter.

Each brochure provided information of the BusConnects objectives, route maps along the 

particular Proposed Scheme, accompanied with a route description, key changes and facts, and 

details for queries and submission process including timelines and next steps. 

See Appendix 3A, 4A and 5A for a copy of the three versions of the Brochure  
for this Proposed Scheme. 
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Below is an extensive but not exhaustive list of other published material which supported the non-

statutory process of public consultation – all of which were made available to download, print or 

view on the BusConnects website. These included the following:

 Ĥ Brochures for each Core Bus Corridor

 Ĥ Summary “What is BusConnects” information leaflet

 Ĥ BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project Discussion Document June 2018 

 Ĥ Fact Sheets 

 Ĥ Preferred Route Option reports

 Ĥ Background and Technical Documents including Draft Traffic Impact Assessments Reports, 

Approach to Environment Impact Assessments Report, Feasibility and Options Reports per 

Scheme 

 Ĥ Consultation Reports – (following first round of public consultation)

 Ĥ Community Forum Presentations 

 Ĥ Public Realm Design Document 

 Ĥ Graphics and infographics

 Ĥ Press releases

 Ĥ Infographics

 Ĥ Comment Sheets

 Ĥ Online Web Forms 

 Ĥ A range of animations and videos

 Ĥ Press advertisements

For a complete list of published materials available to view and download  
see Appendix 3F, 4E, 5F.  
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The published materials illustrated the level of detail, preparation and proactive engagement 

that has gone into both the stakeholder and public consultations. The published materials were 

continually updated with key changes as the proposals evolved from the Emerging Preferred 

Route Options to the Preferred Route Options. 

4.3 Digital Communications 

The BusConnects Dublin programme launched the BusConnects website, www.busconnects.ie 

during May 2017. The website is the main repository for all initiatives related to BusConnects. For 

the CBC Infrastructure Works all brochures, supporting technical documents, fact sheets, maps, 

associated documents, consultation reports, contact information and a range of other information 

is available to view and download. 

In addition, the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works section of the 

website provides key documents in a range of accessible formats including pdf, HTML, Easy to 

Read and Audio. The required documents have also been translated to provide Irish language 

versions. 

To ensure that busconnects.ie was accessible to everyone including blind, low-vision, keyboard 

only and switch users, the BusConnects Infrastructure team is committed to achieving a minimum 

of conformance level Double-A with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) Web Content 

Accessibility Guidelines and complying with the National Disability Authority IT Accessibility 

Guidelines.

 

4.4 Social Media Channels  

Twitter and Facebook – A BusConnects Twitter account (@busconnects) and Facebook page 

(BusConnects) were established to provide timely and regular updates on the progress of the 

BusConnects Programme. These online and digital tools have been used extensively to inform, 

educate and advertise the public consultation phases, public events, animations, timelines and 

closing dates. These information channels provided regular updates as the CBC Infrastructure 

Works designs evolved, as well as keeping stakeholders informed on the progress of the 

consultation process.

See Appendix 6F for examples of Twitter and Facebook activity. 

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

22



4.5 Email, and Freephone and Post Channels

From the commencement of the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works, 

it was important to provide a range of two-way communication options for all stakeholders, 

including the general public, to be able to contact the BusConnects Infrastructure team with 

queries, send submissions and also requests for brochures or additional supporting documents to 

be issued. 

The Freephone service (1800 303 653) – is available Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and is 

for both general queries and also for potentially impacted property owners to contact to schedule 

an individual meeting with a BusConnects Infrastructure team member for one-to-one meetings 

in person or via zoom depending on Covid-19 restrictions. 

Emails – A number of separate email addresses were established to deal with the different types 

of information requests and also for the volume of emails related to the CBC Infrastructure Works.

General queries and requests for information and brochures can be sent to info@
busconnects.ie or cbc@busconnects.ie. These queries are responded to by members of the 

BusConnects Infrastructure team. 

Submissions and observations on the proposals were invited via the following channels:

 Ĥ Online form – this could be found on our website www.busconnects.ie 

 Ĥ Submission box at available at public information events

 Ĥ Email – to cbc@busconnects.ie 

 Ĥ Or by post to the NTA offices in Dún Scéine 

Public representatives – All public representatives have been able to engage and send 

queries into the NTA via a dedicated email facility for public representatives. 

Media - All press and media related queries are received into the press@busconnects.ie email 

address. 
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4.6 Public Information Events

A series of Public Information events were held for the first round of consultation and a number 

also took place for the second round prior to the pandemic. These information events took 

place in accessible venues at locations along each of the Proposed Schemes. These venues were 

chosen to maximise the level of local engagement and attendance where possible. The dates 

and locations of each Public Consultation Event are listed in the tables below. These events 

allowed members of the public to speak directly and in detail with members of the BusConnects 

Infrastructure team about the proposals. 

At each event, the following was available:

 Ĥ Personnel from the BusConnects Infrastructure team and relevant Engineering Design service 

providers were on site to engage with stakeholders.  

 Ĥ Large scale overall route maps to view.

 Ĥ Individual Large scale “pull-up” display maps (2mtrs x 1mtrs) for each section of the proposed 

route to view. 

 Ĥ Hard copies of the Scheme brochures for members of the public to view and take away. 

 Ĥ A1 and A2 large copies of the route maps for review.

 Ĥ Electronic interactive screens to access other information like Google Maps were also used.

 Ĥ Comment sheets for members of the public to make comments or provide their submission in 

writing on the day.  

 Ĥ Copies of previous Feasibility and Option Documents were available to view; etc.  

These non-statutory Public Information Events were advertised in local newspapers, through 

radio, on the BusConnects website, through extensive email reminders to public representatives, 

Local Authorities’ Public Partnership Networks (PPN’s), emails to Community Forum members, 

promoted through social media and digital channels.  

During the second round of non-statutory public consultation in March 2020, some of the 

scheduled Public Consultation Information Events had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 

pandemic and Government health guidelines at that time. Covid-19 restrictions were still in place 

during the third round of non-statutory public consultation, but an alternative method to facilitate 

interactive engagement to replace public information events was devised. 

A list of the public consultation information events as well as sample images of the events can 
be seen in Appendix 6A.
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Phase 2

Corridor Venue Date Time

Clondalkin  
to Drimnagh

Our Lady’s Hall, 
Mourne Road 

Tuesday 19th  
February 2019 3pm – 8pm

Greenhills  
to City Centre

Red Cow Morans 
Hotel

Tuesday 26th  
February 2019 3pm – 8pm

Clondalkin  
to Drimnagh/
Liffey Valley  
to City Centre

Clayton Hotel,  
Liffey Valley

Thursday 28th  
February 2019 3pm-8pm

Kimmage  
to City Centre

Dublin City Council, 
Civic Offices

Tuesday 5th  
March 2019 3pm – 8pm

Tallaght  
to Terenure

St. Mary’s RFC,  
Templeville Road

Thursday 7th  
March 2019 3pm – 8pm

Rathfarnham  
to City Centre

Hilton Hotel,  
Charlemont Place

Monday 11th  
March 2019 3pm – 8pm

Combined Location Dublin City Council, 
Civic Offices

Tuesday 12th  
March 2019 3pm – 8pm

Phase 1

Corridor Venue Date Time

Clongriffin  
to City Centre

The Hilton Hotel, 
Clongriffin.

Thursday 10th  
January 2019 1pm - 9pm

Swords  
to City Centre

Carnegie Court Hotel, 
Swords.

Friday 11th  
January 2019 1pm - 9pm

Blanchardstown 
to City Centre

Crowne Plaza, 
Blanchardstown

Tuesday 15th  
January 2019 1pm - 9pm

Lucan  
to City Centre

The West County, 
Chapelizod

Wednesday 16th  
January 2019 1pm - 9pm

Dublin City Centre 
Venue

The Gresham Hotel, 
Upper O’Connell St.

Thursday 17th  
January 2019 1pm - 9pm

First Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation  
Information Events on the Core Bus Corridor Emerging  
Preferred Route Option: 

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

25



Second Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation  
Information Events on the Core Bus Corridor Emerging  
Preferred Route Option: 

Phase 3

Corridor Venue Date Time

Bray to City Centre Talbot Hotel  
Stillorgan 

Thursday 26 March 
2019 3pm - 8pm

UCD Ballsbridge  
to City Centre / 
Blackrock to Merrion

Clayton Burlington 
Hotel

Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 3pm- 8pm

Ringsend to City 
Centre

The Convention Cen-
tre, Spencer Dock Monday 1st April 2019 3pm - 8pm

Ballymun to City 
Centre / Finglas to 
Phibsborough

Ballymun Axis Arts 
Centre

Wednesday 3rd April 
2019 3pm - 8pm

Corridor Venue Date Time
Clongriffin to City 
Centre & Swords to 
City Centre 

The Bonnington  
Hotel, Whitehall

Wednesday 11th 
March 2020 11.30am - 7.30pm

Bray to City Centre The Talbot Hotel, 
Stillorgan

Thursday 12th  
March 2020 11.30am - 7.30pm

Other CBC Public Information events cancelled due to Covid 19
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4.7 Virtual Consultation Rooms

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, which commenced with restrictions in March 2020 and continued 

throughout the second and third public consultation rounds, the BusConnects Infrastructure team 

developed online and virtual elements to assist the public in viewing and reading the proposals. 

Our primary virtual interactive tool during the final third phase of public consultation was the use 

of virtual consultation rooms available through the BusConnects website. Theses rooms were 

online for a six week period (24hrs x 7 days a week) and received over 7,000 views. In these 

virtual rooms, all Scheme materials were available for perusal, such as the brochure, maps and all 

associated support documentation. There was also audio description of the brochure information. 

There was also a call back facility within the virtual rooms for any stakeholder to book a phone 

call back from a member of the BusConnects Infrastructure team for additional information or 

more detailed queries. 

These Virtual Consultation Rooms replaced the more traditional Public Information Events due to 

the Covid-19 restrictions on face-to-face interactions, typically used during non-statutory public 

consultation. Compared to the face-to-face Public Information Events utilised during the first 

round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation the numbers of the public that engaged increased 

significantly due to the online access available through this facility. 

Appendix 5C shows examples of a virtual room layout and content. 

4.8 Public Information and Advertising Campaigns

In order to reach as wide-ranging an audience as feasible across the Core Bus Corridor Schemes 

each phase of the non-statutory public consultation was supported by a comprehensive public 

information and advertising campaign. The campaigns were run across a range of media channels 

in a range of different formats. All the public information campaigns provided clear information 

and contact details with the BusConnects and NTA brand and logos so they could be easily 

recognised and read. 

The advertisements detailed where stakeholders could access further information on the 

Schemes including viewing the proposals, joining community forums, making submissions and 

attending public information events were published in local and national newspapers. These 

advertisements were also placed on social media channels. Radio adverts played on local 

and national stations as well as Out of Home (OOH) bus shelters, on board buses and Luas 

advertisements. Targeted adverts were placed on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

See Appendix 2F, 3H, 4G and 5H for all advertisement material.
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A press release was released for each round and phase of public consultation and was followed 

up by media briefings and presentations. The BusConnects Infrastructure team met with various 

media outlets and publications to discuss the proposals in detail and give media interviews. Press 

coverage of each phase was important in ensuring that details reached as wide an audience as 

possible, capturing those who may not ordinarily see advertisements or NTA announcements 

online and on social media. 

For details on press coverage and reach of the BusConnects Programme from 2018-2021, 
please see appendix 3G, 4F and 5G. 
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5. Direct  
Engagement  
with Key  
Stakeholder  
Groups on the  
Core Bus Corridor 
Infrastructure  
Works
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5.1 Background 

In addition to developing and implementing an extensive process of consultation on the 

CBC Infrastructure Works, the BusConnects Infrastructure team put in place a dedicated 

engagement plan for key stakeholders interested and potentially impacted by the Schemes.

Over the course of three years, the BusConnects Infrastructure team established new processes 

of engagement with potential directly impacted property owners along each of the routes as 

well as members of their communities who demonstrated an interest in the CBC Infrastructure 

Works.  

5.2 Potentially Impacted Properties 

Across the 12 Schemes at the Emerging Preferred Route Options stage, a number of properties 

were identified that would potentially be impacted by the proposals in terms of property 

acquisition. The potential impact on the properties may include loss of front gardens, walls, and 

gate/entrances/parking.  

At each phase of the non-statutory public consultation all such properties were contacted in 

advance of the publication of each set of proposals through registered post. The letters were 

sent in advance of any wider public communications regarding the plans. This was to allow 

the property owners and/or those renting the opportunity to receive details of any potential 

impact on their property before the public consultation information was published. These letters 

offered a direct line of one-on-one communication with the BusConnects Infrastructure team 

and details of the engagement process and copies of the full brochure and relevant route maps 

followed. 

During the Emerging Preferred Route Option non-statutory Public Consultation, 1543 letters 

were issued to potentially impacted properties. 

Public Consultation Round Potentially Impacted  
Property 

Emerging Preferred Route Option Public  
Consultation (14 Nov 2018 - 31 May 2019) 1543
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Similarly, during the following second and third Preferred Route Option Public Consultations 

launched in March and November 2020, over 3,000 letters were issued to continually impacted, 

newly impacted and no longer impacted property owners as seen in the table below.

Appendix 3E, 4D and 5E – examples of each type of letter and sample map types issued. 

5.3 One to One meetings

As there are a considerable number of potentially impacted properties it has been important 

that the BusConnects Infrastructure team provide a one to one meeting provision for any 

property owner who expressed an interest. This meeting service has been in place since the 

first round of consultation began and has been continuous since. The one to one meetings are 

with experienced BusConnects Infrastructure team members who have direct responsibility for 

the specific Scheme that the property is on. There has been almost 600 meetings to-date and 

in addition to the meetings there has been continuous phone calls and emails to maintain and 

support the engagement. These meetings continued during Covid-19 restrictions in a virtual 

capacity and are anticipated to continue throughout the planning and construction stages of 

each Scheme.

5.4 Community Forums  

A number of Community Forums were established during the first round of non-statutory public 

consultation in 2018 and have continued through all three rounds of consultation. The aim of the 

Community Forums was to create a two-way communication process with representatives of 

local communities, establish and build relationships, provide timely updates on the designs and 

plans, whilst listening to the issues and concerns raised by members of the community. There 

are currently 13 individual Community Forums.

Public  
Consultation  
Round 

Letter Type: 
Continually  
Impacted  
Property

Letter Type: 
Newly  
Impacted 
Property

Letter Type: 
No Longer 
Impacted 
Property

Preferred Route  
Option Public  
Consultation
(04 March 2020  
– 30 April 2020)

990 294 766

Preferred Route  
Option Public  
Consultation 
(04 Nov 2020  
- 16 Dec 2020)

962 32 100
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The table below details the names of each Community Forum, the number of meetings held to-

date and the number of participants registered.

Community Forums have a current membership of over 1400 members and are a productive 

and valuable process to allow constructive ideas to be brought forward to inform the overall 

proposals. 

Membership of the Community Forum comprises of typically two representatives from local 

resident and community associations, all disability groups or special interest groups, business 

organisations and public representatives along each scheme (Please note the number of 

representatives was increased from a single attendee per group to two following feedback). The 

terms of reference for the Community Forums can be seen in Appendix 3D, 4C and 5D

At the establishment of the Forums, all public representatives were invited to attend and become 

members. The BusConnects Infrastructure team also emailed all public representatives to inform 

their constituents about the Forums and relay the registration process and encourage local 

participation (Appendix 3B, 4B and 5B respectively).  

Community Forum
Average 
Number of 
Attendees

Number  
of Meetings 
Held

Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum 24 3

Swords to City Centre Community Forum 105 4

Ballymun to City Centre & Finglas to Phibsbor-
ough Community Forum 75 3

Blanchardstown to City Centre Community 
Forum 94 4

Lucan to City Centre Community Forum 38 3

Liffey Valley to City Centre Community Forum 48 3

Clondalkin to Drimnagh & Greenhills to City 
Centre Community Forum 62 3

Tallaght to Terenure Community Forum 215 3

Kimmage to City Centre Community Forum 185 3

Rathfarnham to City Centre Community Forum 285 3

Bray to City Centre Community Forum 83 3

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre & Blackrock to 
City Centre Community Forum 166 3

Ringsend to City Centre Community Forum 28 3

Total: 1,408 41
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Advertisements and press adverts (Appendix 3H, 4G and 5H) detailing the aims for establishing 

Community Forums were placed in local and national newspapers. These adverts also detailed 

how to nominate/become a representative at a Community Forum. Promotion of the Community 

Forums was published on the website and through social media channels and stakeholder emailing. 

Each Community Forum meeting was chaired by a dedicated independent chairperson. The 

Community Forums took place from 6.30pm/7.00pm to 8.00pm/8.30pm to encourage 

participation. The venues for each Forum were identified along each Scheme to be accessible and 

allow local participation. Where possible all Forums were held in the same venue repeatedly for 

consistency.   

At each Community Forum, personnel from the BusConnects Infrastructure team provided a 

detailed presentation on the particular scheme. The independent chairperson then proceeded to 

open the floor to a question-and-answer session for the remainder of the meeting.  

During the third round of non-statutory Public Consultation, the Community Forum process 

needed to be adapted to function due to the government’s Covid-19 restrictions on gatherings. 

The decision was taken to host these meetings via Zoom Webinars. The forum was again 

chaired by an independent chairperson with members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team 

responsible for the scheme presenting the proposals followed by a Q&A session. Attendees were 

invited to submit questions via the chat-box feature, these questions were addressed sequentially. 

In advance of the Community Forum Webinar, a Community Forum Webinar Protocols document 

was issued to all members outlining how the webinar would be run on the night. Please see 
Appendix 5D for a copy of the Community Forum Webinar Protocols document. 

Community Forum presentations were made available to view and download on our website 

www.busconnects.ie following each Forum. Members were also emailed a note of the Forum and 

a copy of the presentation subsequently. 

Appendix 6B provides images of the Community Forum “set-up” as well as listing all the 

Community Forum meetings which took place. 

The Community Forum presentations specific to this Scheme are available in Appendix 3D, 4C 
and 5D respectively.

As part of the ongoing communications with community forum members, CBC Infrastructure 

Works Status Update emails were issued in July 2019, April 2021 and August 2021. 

These Updates provided the latest information available at the time of the draft designs and plans. 

They also gave indications of next steps and any relevant presentations or materials.

See Appendix 3D, 4C, 5D and 6E for copies of these emails.

In addition, a status update was issued to community forum members as each individual scheme 

was submitted to An Bord Pleanála.
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5.5 Residents Groups

Throughout the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works planning since 

early 2019, there has been extensive engagement with local resident’s groups. Numerous 

residents’ groups sent representatives to the BusConnects Community Forums but in addition 

to the Forums a significant amount of other meetings were held with local resident groups.

As the public consultation phases commenced, the BusConnects Infrastructure team has been 

contacted by individual and collective resident groups across many of the schemes. Over the 

last three years, the BusConnects Infrastructure team has engaged extensively with about 35 

local groups. Almost 90 meetings have been held between these groups and the BusConnects 

Infrastructure team to address local issues and consider alternative options and proposals for 

specific areas. Overall, these meetings have been productive and insightful and will continue 

throughout the planning and construction stages. 

The vast majority of the meetings were scheduled and hosted by the BusConnects 

Infrastructure team following requests from the groups to meet. On occasion, the BusConnects 

Infrastructure team has instigated engagement with resident groups to get particular views or 

provide relevant updates of the proposals. 

The meetings were held in the NTA offices with attendees of average 10 representatives on 

behalf of the residents’ group along with the BusConnects Infrastructure team members 

in relation to the relevant scheme. This engagement continued virtually on Zoom when the 

Government restrictions were introduced as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

A full list of resident group meetings including those specific to the Bray to City Centre Core 
Bus Corridor Scheme and details can be seen in Appendix 6D. 

5.6 Public Representatives 

The NTA engages with public representatives, at local and national level, in an ongoing manner 

across all its projects and responsibilities. The CBC Infrastructure Works aims to greatly improve 

bus, cycling and sustainable transport services, and therefore, engagement and communication 

at all levels of local and national public representatives is a key component of the public 

consultation campaigns. 

Since the launch in June 2018 of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Discussion Document, 

public representatives are regularly informed at the commencement of each round of non-

statutory public consultation via email and were invited to attend specific briefings at each 

launch date in November 2019, March 2020 and again in November 2020.
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Public representatives are provided with additional brochures, maps and documents upon 

request and the BusConnects Infrastructure team respond to many queries forwarded by public 

representatives on behalf of their constituents. 

All Community Forum presentations, dates of events, invitations and regular CBC Infrastructure 

Works updates are sent to public representatives via email as a matter of process. 

As part of the ongoing communications with public representatives and stakeholders, CBC 

Infrastructure Works Status Update emails were issued in July 2019, April 2021 and August 2021. 

See Appendix 3D, 4C, 5D and 6E for copies of these emails. 

These Updates provided the latest information available at the time of the draft designs and 

plans. They also gave indications of next steps and any relevant presentations or materials. 

These same Updates were sent to all Community Forum members also. 

See Appendix 3B, 4B and 5B for copies of these emails.   

In addition, a status update was issued to public representatives as each individual scheme was 

submitted to An Bord Pleanála.

Briefings with party groupings and individual elected members were facilitated as well as 

attendance by the NTA at the Oireachtas Transport Committee meetings a number of times 

since 2018. The BusConnects Infrastructure team has provided regular updates to Local 

Authorities Transport Strategic Planning Committees (SPC’s).

Engagement with public representatives from both the Oireachtas and the various Local 

Authorities is a continuous process which takes place not only during the consultation phases 

but as requested. This is an important process to reach as many people as possible in the 

communities surrounding each scheme.

5.7 Relevant Local Authorities and TII

The Local Authorities and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) are key stakeholders for the CBC 

Infrastructure Works. These include Dublin City Council (DCC), Fingal County Council (FCC), 

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRDCC), South Dublin County Council (SDCC), 

Wicklow County Council (WCC) and TII. All 12 Proposed Schemes of the CBC Infrastructure 

Works run within the DCC’s geographical area, while sections of many of the Proposed Schemes 

run within the geographical areas of the other county councils. A number of the Proposed 

Schemes intersect with sections of LUAS lines and cross or run on sections of the national road 

network under the operational responsibility of TII.   
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Regular lines of communication and technical engagement have been established and grown 

over the lifetime of the CBC Infrastructure Works planning process with these key stakeholders. 

This has ensured that the key planning and traffic departments within the local authorities and 

TII are aware of the status of the draft designs and plans. Meetings are held as necessary on 

design development or specific issues. 

There are dedicated liaison teams within each local authority and TII to act as a direct link to 

the BusConnects Infrastructure team. There are monthly update meetings presented by the 

Director of Infrastructure to the liaison teams to brief them collectively on aspects of the design 

development. These meetings are an effective means to ensure each stakeholder is aware of 

each other’s projects across the areas covered by Schemes and an opportunity to raise issues 

or queries. In addition, there is ongoing interactions through meetings, emails and phone calls 

between the BusConnects Infrastructure team and the relevant stakeholder liaison personnel 

for onward engagement and dissemination of information with their wider organization’s 

departments.

5.8 Special Interest Groups 

Disability Representative Groups and other special interest groups have also had opportunities 

to engage with the BusConnects Infrastructure team in the context of Community Forums. 

These special interest groups are diverse and representative of commuters, cyclist advocacy 

groups, disability groups, environmental and business groups. These groups were provided 

with maps and brochures as requested, and encouraged to make submissions on behalf of 

their members. They were also invited to public meetings and there have been a number of 

specific meetings between the BusConnects Infrastructure team, Disability Groups and Cycling 

Advocacy Groups. These meetings broadened the number of stakeholders significantly and 

allowed their specific areas of interest and concern to be considered.   

Public Participation Networks (PPN) in the relevant local authorities, a network which allows 

local authorities to connect with community groups, were also informed regularly on updates 

surrounding the CBC Infrastructure Works. Various community and voluntary groups/

organisations register to join the PPN in their local authority area such as residents’ associations, 

TidyTowns, disability groups, sporting clubs and environmental groups. The PPNs in Dublin City 

Council, South Dublin County Council, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Fingal County 

Council and Wicklow County Council were contacted and asked to forward information to their 

PPN members regarding the CBC Infrastructure Works non-statutory Public Consultations as 

well as the Community Forums relevant to their local authority. These PPN’s had a combined 

membership of over 1,000 community and voluntary groups.
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6. Consultation  
on Bray to  
City Centre Core  
Bus Corridor  
Scheme
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6.1 Background 

The BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works was launched on 29 May 2017 

by Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Shane Ross TD and NTA CEO Anne Graham at an 

event held in the Irish Film Institute, 6 Eustace Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2. This announcement 

and launch was supported by a press release. The BusConnects website www.busconnects.ie as 

well as specialised social media channels for BusConnects were also launched. Further details 

on the launch and supporting documents can be found in Appendix 1. 

Following on from the initial announcement, the National Transport Authority published the 

Core Bus Corridors Project Report on 12 June 2018. This was announced via press release which 

was made available on busconnects.ie and nationaltransport.ie. A media briefing was held to 

launch the report which was then followed by a drop in briefing for public representatives. This 

discussion document set out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times and cycling 

priority along an increasing number of congested corridors in the Dublin region. The report 

identified the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor as one of the proposed CBCs. The brochure 

for each CBC as well as supporting documents can be seen in Appendix 2.

6.2 Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round of Non-
Statutory Public Consultation  

A. Overview
The first non-statutory round of public consultation on the CBC Infrastructure Works took 

place on a phased basis. The first phase of consultation occurred from 14th November 2018 

to 29th March 2019. The second phase ran from 23rd January 2019 to the 30th April 2019 

and the final phase ran from 26th February 2019 until the 31st May 2019. 

The Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme Emerging Preferred Route Option 

formed part of the third phase of consultation, which closed on the 31st May 2019. There 

were 1,225 submissions relating to the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor. These 

submissions ranged from individual submissions by residents, commuters and local 

representatives, to detailed proposals from public bodies, various associations and private 

sector businesses. 

The third phase of the first round of Public Consultation was launched on 26 February 2019 

via press release. Please see Appendix 3A for documents relating to this launch. 

Advertisements detailing where interested parties could access further information on the 

CBC including viewing the proposals, joining community forums, making submissions and 

attending information events were advertised in local and national newspapers as well on 

social media. (Appendix 3H)
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B. Engagement

i. Potentially Impacted Properties 

Letters were delivered to each individual potentially impacted property affected by the 

Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor on 25 February 2019. Each potentially impacted 

property was also sent a copy of the Emerging Preferred Route brochure for the Bray to 

City Centre Core Bus Corridor (Please see Appendix 3E for a copy of this letter). 

In total, 165 letters were delivered on 25 February 2019 along the Bray to City Centre 
Core Bus Corridor, with 40 property owners availing of the one-to-one meetings. 

ii. Public Representatives

An email was issued to all TDs, Senators and Councillors in the area in tandem with 

the press release, detailing the CBC and inviting them to view the proposals and to 

discuss with their constituents. Individual or party grouping briefings were also offered 

as well as information on joining Community Forums. Please see Appendix 3B for 

correspondence with public representatives. 

iii. Public Consultation Information events

For the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor, a dedicated information event was held 

at the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan on 26 March 2019 from 15.00-20.00. 

The information events were advertised in local and national newspapers and on social 

media (Appendix 3H). 

Emerging Preferred Route Option Public  
Consultation (14 Nov 2018 – 31 May 2019)

Core Bus Corridor Letter Type: Potentially  
Impacted Property 

Bray to City Centre CBC 165
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iv. Community Forums

The first Community Forum meeting for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor 

took place on 08 April 2019 at the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan from 18.30 – 20.00 with 

approximately 85 representatives in attendance.

The presentation for this meeting was made available to view and download on our 

website. Subsequently, a report on the meeting was issued to all registered attendees 

(Appendix 3D). 

v. Resident Groups

Throughout the CBC Infrastructure Works, residents’ groups have been engaged with. 

Members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team met representatives from Shankill 

residents on 08 May 2019 to discuss the proposals on the Bray to City Centre Core Bus 

Corridor Scheme. 

Please see appendix 6D for a complete list of residents groups that the BusConnects 
Infrastructure team have engaged with.

vi. Digital and Online Resources

A brochure for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor was developed and made 

available to view and download on the BusConnects website (Appendix 3A). In addition 

to the brochure, the following technical reports for each Core Bus Corridor were also 

available to view and download on the website:

 Ĥ Route Selection Report 

 Ĥ Concept Design Drawings 

 Ĥ Appendix A - MCA Tables 

 Ĥ Appendix C - Technical Note on Junctions 

 Ĥ Appendix D - Junction modelling report

Following the conclusion of the public consultation, a Consultation Submission Report 

was also made available to view and download on our website. Hard copies were 

available upon request. 

For a complete list of published materials that were available to view and download 

during this round of non-statutory consultation, please see Appendix 3F.
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6.3 Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non-Statutory 
Public Consultation 

A. Overview
Following the first round of consultation, all submissions were reviewed and considered 

in the design process for each CBC. In March 2020, the Draft Preferred Route Option was 

published and a public consultation covering the Preferred Route Option for each CBC, 

including the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor, commenced on 04 March 2020 and ran 

until 17 April 2020. The consultation was announced via press release and a media briefing 

(Appendix 4F) that took place in the Alex Hotel, Fenian Street from 10.00 – 12.00. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all events scheduled after 12 March 2020 were cancelled. In 

deference to the submissions we had already received, the decision was made not to cancel 

the consultation. 

Consequently, there were just 40 submissions received for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus 

Corridor. These submissions ranged from individual submissions by residents, commuters 

and local representatives, to detailed proposals from various associations and private sector 

businesses.

Advertisements detailing where interested parties could access further information on 

the CBC including viewing the proposals, making a submission and attending information 

events were placed in local and national newspapers, online and in highly visible areas 

around the Greater Dublin Area (Appendix 4G).  

B. Engagement
i. Potentially Impacted Properties

Following the review of the proposals, there were some changes to the number of 

properties that were potentially impacted. Three different versions of a letter (see 
Appendix 4D) were prepared and the appropriate version delivered to each of these 

potentially impacted properties on 02 March 2020, with recipients invited to schedule 

meetings with the BusConnects Infrastructure team if they wished to discuss the 

proposals on an individual basis. There was a version of the letter for those who had been 

previously written to in the first round launch and who were continuing to be potentially 

impacted. There was a version of the letter for those who had not been previously written 

to in the first round launch and who were now newly potentially impacted, and there 

was a version of the letter for those who had been previously written to in the first round 

launch and who were no longer continuing to be potentially impacted.
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204 letters were distributed along the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor 
Proposed Scheme with 6 meetings taking place. 

ii. Public Representatives 

An email was issued to all public representatives on the morning of the launch, in advance 

of the press release. An invitation was sent on 02 March 2020 to all public representatives 

inviting them to attend a drop-in briefing for all public reps in the Alex Hotel from 14.00– 

17.30 on the date of the launch (Appendix 4B). TDs, Senators and Councillors were 

invited to attend to view the new proposals, speak with members of the BusConnects 

Infrastructure team and pick up hard copies of the proposals and maps. 

iii. Public Consultation Information Events

A public information event for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor took place in 

the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan on 12 March 2020 from 11.30-19.30. Members of the public 

were invited to attend to review the changes made to the proposals since the first round 

of consultation in 2018/2019 and to discuss concerns and observations with members of 

the BusConnects Infrastructure team. While this public consultation was completed, due 

to Covid-19 restrictions being imposed by Government in mid-March, further planned 

Public Information Events for this CBC scheme and other schemes were impacted and 

had to be cancelled. 

iv. Community Forums

The second Community Forum for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor was 

held in the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan on 12 September 2019 from 18.30 – 20.00, with 

approximately 75 in attendance. This round of Community Forums were held for each 

CBC in advance of the launch of second round of non-statutory public consultation. The 

meeting aimed to keep members updated on the design process between the first and 

second consultation. The presentation was emailed to attendees following the meeting 

and was also made available to view and download on our website. Subsequently, a 

Preferred Route Option Public Consultation  
(04 March 2020 – 17 April 2020)

Core Bus 
Corridor

Letter Type: 
Continually 
Potentially 
Impacted 
Property

Letter Type: 
Newly 
Potentially 
Impacted 
Property

Letter Type: 
No Longer 
Potentially 
Impacted 
Property 

Bray to City  
Centre CBC 102 31 71
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report on the meeting was issued to registered attendees. Both the presentation and 

report can be seen in Appendix 4C.

v. Resident Groups

Throughout the CBC Infrastructure Works, residents’ groups have been engaged with. 

Members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team met representatives from Shankill 

residents again on 15 October 2019 and 12 December 2019 to discuss the proposals on 

the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme. 

Please see appendix 6D for a complete list of residents groups that the BusConnects 
Infrastructure team have engaged with.

vi. Digital and Online resources

As with the first round of consultation, all materials relevant to the CBC were made 

available to view and download on our website www.busconnects.ie. The brochure was 

available in Easy to Read format, plain text and audio description as well as an Irish 

version. Hard copies of the brochures were also available upon request. Traffic Count 

Data 2019 – 2020 was also published for consideration during this round of consultation, 

with information on each CBC. 

For a complete list of published materials that were available to view and download 
during this round of non-statutory consultation, please see Appendix 4E. 

6.4 Preferred Route Option: Third Round of Non-Statutory 
Public Consultation 

A. Overview

The third round of non-statutory public consultation for the CBC Infrastructure Works took 

place from 4th November 2020 until 16th December 2020 on the updated Draft Preferred 

Route Option, including for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme. With the 

continuing effect of the Covid-19 pandemic and associated Government restrictions, the 

third Public Consultation was held largely virtually. Our regular consultation communication 

methods were adapted to allow the process to take place using virtual and online facilities. 

The consultation was announced via press release, on our website and on social media 

(Appendix 5G). 

All relevant information including the updated Information Brochures and the public 

consultation reports were made available on the BusConnects website (www.busconnects.

ie) to view and download. 
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Advertisements detailing where interested parties could access further information on 

the CBC  including viewing the proposals, making a submission and attending information 

events were placed in local and national newspapers, online and in highly visible areas 

around the Greater Dublin Area (Appendix 5H). 

There were 617 submissions received as part of the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor 

during this round of non-statutory public consultation.

B. Direct Engagement with Key Stakeholders 

i. Potentially Impacted Properties

Those continuing to be potentially impacted; newly potentially impacted; or no-longer 

potentially impacted properties were written to directly (Appendix 5E) to receive 

information on the consultation in advance of any wider publication of the proposals.

One-to-one meetings were offered via Zoom or over the phone for those who wished 

to discuss the proposals further in relation to their own property as part of the 

consultation process. 

131 letters in relation to the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor were sent between 01 

and 03 November 2020 with 12 meetings taking place. 

ii. Public Representatives 

Public representatives were made aware of the publication of the revised proposals via 

email. This email also contained information on Community Forums for TDs, Senators 

and Councillors to assist in spreading awareness of the meetings. A briefing session was 

organized via Zoom to take place on 4 November 2020 from 14.00 – 15.00. Members of 

the Transport & Communications Networks Oireachtas Committee were separately made 

aware of the launch. Please see Appendix 5B for engagement with public representatives.

Preferred Route Option Public Consultation  
(04 March 2020 – 17 April 2020)

Core Bus 
Corridor

Letter Type: 
Continually 
Potentially 
Impacted 
Property

Letter Type: 
Newly 
Potentially 
Impacted 
Property

Letter Type: 
No Longer 
Potentially 
Impacted 
Property 

Bray to City  
Centre CBC 98 2 31
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iii. Public Consultation Virtual Information Rooms

Due to ongoing Government restrictions, traditional information events required a rethink. 

Virtual rooms were created for each CBC that could be accessed for the entirety of the 

consultation dates. The rooms could be accessed via the BusConnects website and 

contained all of the information needed to make an informed submission. This included 

a description of each Preferred Route from start to finish with supporting maps and 

included information of all revisions made, if any, since the previous rounds of public 

consultation as well as other supporting documents. Please refer to Appendix 5C for 

material in relation to the public consultation virtual information rooms.  

All boards were equipped with audio description. Over the seven weeks of the 

consultation, 433 unique users visited the virtual information room for the Bray to City 

Centre Core Bus Corridor scheme.

The virtual rooms also contained a feature for members of the public to request a call 

back service from a member of the BusConnects Infrastructure team should they require 

more information. There were 2 call back requests for the Bray to City Centre Core Bus 

Corridor Scheme.

The consultation period remained open until 16th December 2020 and submissions could 

be made by email, through the virtual consultation room or by post.

iv. Community Forums

A further round of Community Forums were run during the third round of Public 

Consultation. Members of each Community Forum were contacted directly on the day 

of the launch of the public consultation via email. As with the public information events, 

the Community Forum process needed to be adapted to function during government 

restrictions on gatherings. The decision was taken to host these meetings via Zoom 

Webinars. The forum was again chaired by an independent chairperson with members 

of the BusConnects Infrastructure team responsible for the CBC presenting the 

proposals, followed by a Q & A session. Attendees were invited to submit questions via 

the chat-box feature, these questions were addressed in order of submission. 

The Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum meeting took place 

on 01 December 2020 from 18.30 – 20.00 with approximately 65 representatives in 

attendance. 

Materials in relation to these Community Forums can be seen in Appendix 5D.
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v. Resident Groups

All Resident Groups along the Proposed Scheme were alerted to the publication of the 

consultation via email. Zoom meetings were available for any groups that wished to 

meet with the BusConnects Infrastructure team to discuss the impact of the proposals 

on their community and express their views. 

Throughout the CBC Infrastructure Works, residents’ groups have been engaged with. 

Members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team met representatives from Shankill 

residents in October 2020 and again in February 2021 to discuss the proposals on the 

Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor scheme. 

Please see appendix 6D for a detailed list of residents groups that the BusConnects 
Infrastructure team have engaged with. 

vi. Digital and Online resources

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all communications were done online via the BusConnects 

website and Zoom. In addition to the virtual rooms, the following documents were 

available on our website to view and download: 

 Ĥ Information Brochure for Revised Preferred Route Option (in English and Irish) 

 Ĥ Audio version of Brochure 

 Ĥ HTML version of Brochure 

 Ĥ Draft Preferred Route Option Consultation Report 

 Ĥ Proposed Approach to Environmental Assessment

 Ĥ Draft Transport Modelling Report 

For a complete list of published materials that were available to view and download 
during this round of non-statutory consultation, please see Appendix 5F.

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

46



7. Summary and  
Conclusions
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The BusConnects Infrastructure team carried out three rounds of non-statutory public consultation 

between November 2018 and December 2020. The lengthy and extensive public consultation phases 

ensured the views and observations of a large number of key stakeholders and the general public 

were received and considered. From the first to the third round of public consultation over 17,000 

submissions were received and reviewed by the BusConnects Infrastructure team. These submissions 

played a significant role to inform the draft designs and plans whereby a range of amendments and 

adaptions were included as a direct result of the stakeholder and consultation process. In summary, 

the stakeholder engagement and public consultation allowed for an effective two-way communication 

to inform and build relationships with our key stakeholders. 

Since 2018, the BusConnects Infrastructure team has provided an active and prominent level of 

communication and engagement. This has included the provision and publication of a large number 

of draft designs, communication materials and support documents to assist in informing stakeholders 

from the Emerging Preferred Route phase all the way to the Preferred Route designs. The public 

consultation and engagement process has resulted in a considerable level of public awareness and 

understanding of the BusConnects CBC Infrastructure Work’s aims and objectives. It has also led to 

the BusConnects Infrastructure team having a keen appreciation of the many stakeholder issues and 

to be able to consider them during the draft design and planning phases of each individual Scheme. 

In conclusion, the non-statutory public consultation rounds provided local and informative insights; 

allowed for considerable discourse and engagement and in many cases enhanced aspects of the draft 

designs. The public consultation has ensured that the BusConnects Infrastructure team were cognisant 

of stakeholder feedback and appraised of many local considerations as the designs evolved.

20212018 2022 2023 2028

ENGAGEMENT STATUTORY PROCESS CONSTRUCTION

Confirmation of Preferred 
Route Option
Ĥ Consultation on Preferred Route 
(Q4 2020)

Ĥ Finalisation of Preferred  Route 
(Q1 2021)

An Bord Pleanála Application
Ĥ Submission Applications to 
An Bord Pleanála to approve the 
Proposed Scheme and to confirm 
the associated CPO.

Ĥ Statutory Consultation in 
accordance with the legislative 
requirements.

Ĥ An Bord Pleanála deliberations 
including an Oral Hearing where 
required.

Ĥ An Bord Pleanála may:
 1. approve the Proposed Scheme 
with or without modifications and 
subject to whatever environmental 
conditions it considers appropriate, 
or refuse to approve the Proposed 
Scheme; and
2. confirm the CPO or any part 
thereof with or without conditions or 
modifications, or reject annul the 
CPO or any part thereof.

Preparation of 
Statutory Application
Ĥ Optimise Engineering Design.
 
Ĥ Prepare Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report.

Ĥ Define property requirements and 
prepare CPO.

Construction 
Commences 
on a Phased Basis 
- Each corridor 
upgrade will 
take approximately 
2 years to complete

Figure 1.4 Timeline for the Core Bus Corridor Process 
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Launch of BusConnects Strategy  
by Minister for Transport,  
Tourism & Sport Shane Ross TD  
& NTA CEO Anne Graham  
– 29th May 2017

BusConnects Launch Presentation1B

1.
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1

1

Traffic Congestion is Increasing

2

Traffic Congestion is Increasing

Average Journey 
Time from Junction 3 
(M1) to Junction 6 
(N3) Tripled from 
2010 to 2016

3

Increasing Congestion

Using data from car 
navigation units, car 

journeys in the morning 
peak hour, averaged 

across the region were 
over 13% slower in 
2016 than in 2015

The cost of time lost 
due to congestion in 
the Dublin Region is 

€352 million per year 
currently, and is 

forecasted to rise to 
€2.05 billion per year 

in 2033. 

4

What’s the Solution?

• Dublin’s low density layout means the bus system forms the 
backbone of the region’s public transport system

• Tackling the region’s congestion issues means focussing on 
the bus system 

• BusConnects is a plan to fundamentally transform Dublin’s 
bus system, so that journeys by bus will be fast, reliable, 
punctual, convenient and affordable.

• BusConnects will enable more people to travel by bus than 
ever before, and allow bus commuting to become a viable 
and attractive choice for employees, students, shoppers and 
visitors.

5

BusConnects: What is it?

A Network of “Next 
Generation” Bus 

Corridors with 
segregated cycling

Simpler Fare 
Structure

New Bus Livery

Three Bus Rapid 
Transit Routes

Cashless Payment 
System

Complete Redesign 
of Bus Network

State-of-the-art 
Ticketing System

New Bus Stops
+ Shelters

Use of Low 
Emission Vehicles

6
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2

“Next 
Generation” 
Bus Corridors

7 8

9

Off-Peak journey 
times can be 

delivered all-day 
with bus priority 

Currently, key 
corridors only have 
bus lanes along one 
third of their length

Bus journeys at 
peak times can take 
up to twice as long 
as during off-peak 

hours

10

Typical Road Layout 

11

Bus Rapid 
Transit

12
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3

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

• To provide extra passenger capacity on certain busier 
corridors Bus Rapid Transit is proposed. 

• BRT will represent a major step-change in the 
provision of bus services on some of the busier bus 
corridors in the Dublin region.

• A typical BRT system uses multi-door vehicles, higher 
platforms for level boarding and stops that are 
spaced further apart than those that serve 
conventional buses. 

• Using different vehicles than normal buses, a BRT 
route can cater for a higher volume of passengers 
than a normal bus corridor.

13

Bus Network 
Redesign

14

Redesigning the Bus Network

• With over 130 routes (excluding Nitelink and 
Expresso) the current system of bus routes is 
complex, radially focussed and with limited orbital 
connections.

• The system is not designed to allow easy interchange 
between services.

• Under BusConnects we will undertake a major 
redesign of the bus network. 

• The objective of this redesign is to make the system 
more efficient and to carry more passengers to more 
places for broadly the same cost as the current 
system.

• The proposals that come out of this process are 
likely to be radical and transformational.

15

Auckland, New Zealand

• Map of frequent bus 
route before redesign

16

Auckland, New Zealand

• Map of frequent 
bus route after
redesign

• No increase in 
operating budget

• Achieved through 
reduction of service 
duplication and 
enabling 
interchange 

• 19% increase in 
passenger 
journeys following 
redesign

17

Ticketing 
Systems 
and Fares

18
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4

Ticketing Systems and Fares

• Without changing the fares structure, moving to cashless travel 
and investing in new ticketing systems, the full benefits of the 
BusConnects project wouldn’t be delivered

• Fares will be made simpler, and the financial penalty of taking a 
second bus for one journey removed.

• Will consider a single fare structure but more likely will move to a 
tag-on and tag-off arrangement 

• This will remove the current major delay at bus stops where  a high 
proportion of passengers still have to interact with the driver, even 
when paying  by Leap Card

• BusConnects will incorporate the latest developments in account-
based ticketing technology, potentially allowing use of credit / 
debit cards or mobile devices as a convenient means of payment. 
This will also other transport payments such as parking facilities & 
bicycle hire.

19

Bus Livery

20

Bus Livery

• Under BusConnects we are proposing a new, fresh and modern look for the bus system by 
introducing a redesigned bus livery, which is the painted exterior of the buses. 

• As well as reflecting the overall ambition of transforming the bus system, this will also 
accommodate the potential of additional operators providing bus services as part of overall 
network.

• We will ensure that the new bus livery is attractive and conveys the image of a modern, 
effective transit system. 

• We will seek people’s views on potential designs before a final bus livery is selected.

21

Bus Stops

22

Bus Stop Infrastructure

• Currently, limited information at bus stops

• New style of bus pole to be delivered –
better and clearer information

• Timetable information at stop will be 
specific to the stop

• Additional bus shelters to be provided, 
particularly at key interchange locations 

23

Low Emission 
Vehicles

24
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5

Low Emission Vehicles

• BusConnects will contribute significantly to 
tackling the challenges of climate change. 

• As well as moving more people onto 
sustainable transport, we intend to transition 
to a fleet of low emission vehicles.

• A decision on the fleet technology will be made 
later this year with the first vehicles to be 
delivered next year.

• By 2023 half of the bus fleet, approximately 
500 buses, will be converted to low emission 
vehicles. Full conversion will be completed by 
2030.

25

Bus-Based 
Park and Ride 

26

Park and Ride

• Bus-based Park & Ride will 
supplement the network of rail-
based Park & Ride sites. 

• A number of potential locations 
have been identified along the key 
radial road routes - more locations 
may be added

• Will be integrated into the Bus 
Network Review to optimise 
efficiency

27

Outcomes

• BusConnects will deliver a transformation of the bus system in Dublin

• It will provide a real choice for thousands of people – a fast, reliable bus journey versus
traffic delays and congestion

• With continuous bus lanes, journey times on many bus routes will reduce by a third or
more. More importantly, those times will be reliable and people can plan their bus journey
with confidence

• The redesigned network will connect more people to more places

• BusConnects delivers across the whole region – not just focussed on one corridor

• For cycling it delivers the most important sections of the planned cycle network, providing
high quality, safe, largely segregated cycling facilities

• It transitions Dublin from a congested city with inadequate public transport to a city with a
modern, efficient and effective bus system providing a world-class bus transport service.

28

Some Next Steps 

• First public consultation on the Bus Network Redesign element will be in early June.
This will involve a strategic “Choices Report” setting out the competing network
concepts at a high level.

• Public engagement in relation to the details of the redesigned services will be
undertaken in Q1 of 2018.

• A major public consultation to commence later this year, giving details of the
proposals for the individual corridors including the BRT routes.

• Planning process for bus lanes and BRT proposals is likely to require An Bord Pleanala
approval.

• Tender for low emission bus vehicles later this year.

• Roll-out of new bus stops to commence next year.

29

BusConnects
Transforming 
City Bus 
Services

30
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Launch of BusConnects Strategy  
by Minister for Transport,  
Tourism & Sport Shane Ross TD  
& NTA CEO Anne Graham  
– 29th May 2017

Public Representative Engagement1C

1.
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Email issued to all Public Representatives in the Greater 
Dublin Area on 26th May with an invite to attend the  
launch on 29th May 2017:

Friday, 26 May 2017

Dear XXX,

Anne Graham, NTA Chief Executive Officer, has asked me to invite you to 
attend the launch of BusConnects, NTA’s plan to fundamentally transform 
Dublin’s bus system in order to address  
the problem of congestion.

11am, Monday May 29th
Irish Film Institute, 6 Eustace St, Dublin 2.

BusConnects will be launched by Shane Ross TD, Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, and by Anne Graham. 

The plan includes proposals for next-generation bus corridors,  
a redesign of the bus network, state-of-the-art fares and ticketing  
system, low-emission engines and greater safety for cyclists.

I would be obliged if you could let me know in advance, if you will  
be in attendance,

Yours sincerely,

All Public Representatives in the Greater Dublin Area 

BusConnects invite

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Launch of BusConnects Strategy  
by Minister for Transport,  
Tourism & Sport Shane Ross TD  
& NTA CEO Anne Graham  
– 29th May 2017

Website & Digital Resources1D

1.
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Examples of BusConnects social media engagement  
regarding launch on 29th May 2017:

Twitter Twitter
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Launch of BusConnects Strategy  
by Minister for Transport,  
Tourism & Sport Shane Ross TD  
& NTA CEO Anne Graham  
– 29th May 2017

Press Release & Media Engagement1E

1.
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Media invite to launch on 29th May 2017: 

Minister Shane Ross and NTA’s Anne Graham  
to launch “BusConnects”, a strategy to transform  
Dublin’s bus services

Thursday, 24th May – You are cordially invited to attend the launch of the NTA’s “BusConnects” 

strategy on Monday 29th May in the Irish Film Institute located at 6 Eustace Street in Temple 

Bar. The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Shane Ross TD will launch “Bus Connects” 

alongside the CEO of the NTA, Anne Graham. The launch event will feature opening remarks,  

a video presentation of the new strategy and a short Q&A session. 

ENDS/

What

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Shane Ross TD, and  

National Transport Authority Chief Executive Anne Graham to publish 

“BusConnects”, the NTA’s ambitious programme of investment in  

bus transport for the Greater Dublin  Area.

When Monday 29th May at 11.00am.

Where Cinema Room 2, Irish Film Institute, 6 Eustace Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2

Who
-  Shane Ross TD, Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport

-  Anne Graham, CEO, National Transport Authority

RSVP/media
queries

Q4PR
Paul Nallon –  paul@q4pr.ie / 086 869 4041

NTA
Dermot O’Gara - Dermot.OGara@nationaltransport.ie – 085-245 1633

*Photography by Julien Behal* 
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PRESS 
RELEASE 
BUSCONNECTS 
CAN 
INCREASE BUS 
PASSENGER 
NUMBERS BY 
50% - NTA
Ambitious suite of initiatives 
will transform bus services in 
Dublin region

BusConnects, a suite of 
initiatives to radically transform 
public transport in the Dublin 
region, was launched today by 
Minister for Transport Sport 
and Tourism Shane Ross, and 
Anne Graham, Chief Executive 
Officer of the National Transport 
Authority.

The ambitious proposals will 
put bus services at the heart of 
the solution when it comes to 
addressing congestion in the 
capital.

The total cost of BusConnects 
is estimated to be over €1b, 
some €300m of which is already 
committed under “Building on 
Recovery”, the 2015 capital plan.

BusConnects proposals include:

 Ĥ Next generation bus 
corridors

 Ĥ Bus Rapid Transit

 Ĥ Redesigning the network of 
bus routes

 Ĥ State-of-the-art ticketing 
system

 Ĥ Cashless fare payment 
system

 Ĥ Simpler fare structure

 Ĥ Refreshing the bus livery

 Ĥ Rolling out new bus stops 
with better signage and 
information 

 Ĥ Cleaner technology 

When there are so many better 
things we could be doing - 

whether that’s spending time 
with family, out with friends, 
going to a movie or a match 
- nobody wants to be stuck in 
traffic.

Anne Graham said: “Thanks 
to BusConnects, just about 
everybody will be able to beat 
the congestion by using the bus 
rather than a car, to get around.

“We believe that there is 
potential to increase bus 
passenger numbers by at least 
50% over the lifetime of the 
project, which would represent 
a significant step-change in how 
people get from place to place.

“This can only happen if 
measures are put in place 
to make bus travel more 
convenient, more reliable and 
more appealing and we believe 
that BusConnects will do 
precisely that.

“In 2015, the Government’s 
Capital Plan earmarked €3.6b 
for investment to progress 
public transport projects. These 
included Metro North, Dart 
Expansion to Balbriggan and 

Press Release issued on 29th May 2017: 
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Maynooth, Dart Underground, 
Luas Cross City and the Phoenix 
Park tunnel among others.

“As we approach the mid-
term review of the capital 
plan, a strong commitment to 
these projects remains. In fact 
Phoenix Park Tunnel is now 
operating very successfully 
and Luas Cross City is close to 
completion.

“But Dublin is a low density city 
which means that that very few 
areas of Dublin have the size 
and concentration of population 
to support rail-based public 
transport. For most areas, bus 
transport represents the best 
public transport solution.

“In any case, rail projects 
typically have lead-in times of 
8-10 years, and with congestion 
continuing to worsen every 
month, more immediate 
solutions are required.

“That is why today, the plans 
we are publishing are primarily 
about investing in bus transport. 
They sit alongside our longer-
term commitments to the rail 

corridors, and complement 
them. These solutions will 
generally have a much shorter 
turn-around time, which means 
that we can make travel by bus 
an increasingly attractive option 
for commuters all across the 
network, sooner rather than later.

“By investing in our bus 
services, we will make the 
city a better place, and a more 
attractive place to work, play or 
invest in.”

Minister Ross said: “We have 
seen remarkable growth in our 
economy in recent years, and 
that recovery is continuing.

“That means more jobs, more 
people at work, more people out 
socialising, and more people 
visiting, all of which is to be 
welcomed.

“But it does place a strain on 
our transport infrastructure, and 
we’ve all seen the congestion in 
the city and across the region, 
that arises as a result.

“The proposals being put 
forward today can transform 

Dublin’s bus system in a 
fundamental way, so that when 
it comes to speed, punctuality, 
reliability and convenience, 
journeys by bus can be better 
than ever before.

“BusConnects will mean more 
people travelling by bus and will 
allow bus commuting to become 
a more viable and attractive 
choice for employees, families, 
students, shoppers and visitors.

“It will mean that using the bus 
rather than the car to get around, 
will make more sense for more 
people.

“And it will add to the energy, 
vibrancy and dynamism of a 
great city.”

www.busconnects.ie 

t: @busconnects

ENDS
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2.

2A

Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion 
Document – 12th June 2018

BusConnects Core Bus Corridors Project 
Discussion Document Brochure - June 2018
- English
- Irish Cover
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tr
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fi

c 
th

an
 w

e 
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e 
to

d
ay

.

It
 c

o
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d
 n

ev
er
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e 
b

ee
n 

en
vi

sa
g

ed
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r 

th
e 
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nt

ur
ie

s,
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t 

D
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o
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d
 

b
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o
m

e 
th

e 
m

et
ro

p
o

lit
an

 c
it

y 
it
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o
d

ay
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nd
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ha
t 
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nd

re
d

s 
o

f 
th

o
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an
d

s 
o

f 
p

eo
p

le
 w

o
ul

d
 b

e 
m
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in

g
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o
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h 
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e 
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 c
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e 

o
n 

a 
d
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ly
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as

is
.

O
ur

 c
ha

lle
ng

e 
no

w
 is
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o
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p
o

nd
 t

o
 t

he
 n

ee
d

s 
o

f 
a 

m
o

d
er

n 
ci

ty
 b

y 
p

ro
vi

d
in

g
 a

 f
it-

fo
r-

p
ur

p
o

se
 b

us
 s

ys
te

m
, b

ui
lt

 o
n 

a 
st

re
et

sc
ap

e 
th

at
 d

at
es

 
b

ac
k 

ce
nt

ur
ie

s.
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ha
t 

m
ea

ns
 d

if
fi

cu
lt

 d
ec

is
io

ns
 w

ill
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av
e 

to
 b

e 
m

ad
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4.
 T

he
 C

ha
lle

ng
es
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f 
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s 
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o
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e 
so

m
e 

p
ar

ts
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f 
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o
nt
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ar

d
en
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an

d
 f

o
o

tp
at

hs
, 

th
er

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
al

so
 b

e 
a 

ne
ed

 t
o

 r
em

ov
e 

tr
ee

s 
al

o
ng

 s
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

co
rr

id
o

rs
. 

T
he

 P
ub

lic
 C

o
ns

ul
ta

ti
o

n 
st

ag
e 

la
te

r 
th

is
 y

ea
r 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
d

et
ai

ls
 a

nd
 

lo
ca

ti
o

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
tr

ee
s 

an
d

 la
nd

s 
im

p
ac

te
d

, o
nc

e 
th

e 
in

it
ia

l d
es

ig
ns

 a
re

 
d

ev
el

o
p

ed
.

R
o

ad
 W

o
rk

s 
an

d
 C

o
ns

tr
uc

ti
o

n 
Si

te
s

W
id

en
in

g
 r

o
ad

s,
 a

nd
 b

ui
ld

in
g

 b
us

 a
nd

 c
yc

le
 la

ne
s,

 r
eq

ui
re

s 
a 

ce
rt

ai
n 

am
o

un
t 

o
f 

co
ns

tr
uc

ti
o

n 
w

o
rk

. T
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
ex

ca
va

ti
o

n 
o

f 
th

e 
ex

is
ti

ng
 

ro
ad

s,
 p

lu
s 

p
ar

ts
 o

f 
g

ar
d

en
s 

an
d

 f
o

o
tp

at
hs

 w
he

re
 n

ee
d

ed
. T

he
re

 w
ill

 b
e 

re
su

rf
ac

in
g

, k
er

b
in

g
, r

ep
la

nt
in

g
 a

nd
 la

nd
sc

ap
in

g
. D

ur
in

g
 t

he
 c

o
ns

tr
uc

ti
o

n 
st

ag
es

, t
he

 c
o

ns
tr

uc
ti

o
n 

si
te

s 
w

ill
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e 
lo

ca
lis

ed
 a

nd
 m

an
ag

ed
 o

n 
a 

ro
ad

 b
y 

ro
ad

 b
as

is
. A

s 
w

it
h 

an
y 

w
o

rk
 s

it
e 

an
d

 r
o

ad
 w

o
rk

s,
 t

he
re

 w
ill

 b
e 

a 
ce

rt
ai

n 
le

ve
l o

f 
no

is
e,

 d
us

t 
an

d
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em
p

o
ra

ry
 t

ra
ff

ic
 d

iv
er

si
o

ns
.

T
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 s
iz

e 
o

f 
ea

ch
 w

o
rk

 s
it

e 
an

d
 t

he
 h

o
ur

s 
o

f 
w

o
rk

in
g

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
to

 t
ak

e 
in

to
 c

o
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id
er

at
io

n 
th

e 
re

si
d

en
ti

al
 n

at
ur

e 
o

f 
m

an
y 

o
f 

th
e 

ro
ad

s.
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ra
ff

ic
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 

w
ill

 b
e 

ve
ry

 im
p

o
rt

an
t 

to
 k

ee
p

 t
he

 t
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ff
ic

 m
ov

in
g

 a
nd

 
en

su
ri

ng
 lo

ca
l a

cc
es

s 
fo

r 
p

eo
p

le
 a

nd
 d

el
iv

er
ie

s 
is

 a
lw

ay
s 

m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d

.

4
.1 

Li
ke
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pa
ct

s

Tr
af

fic
 m

ov
em

en
t

B
y 

cr
ea

ti
ng

 m
o

re
 p

ri
o

ri
ty

 f
o

r 
b

us
es

 a
nd

 c
yc

lin
g

 t
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
ch

an
g
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to
 h

ow
 t

ra
ff

ic
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 m
ov

es
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un

d
 t

he
 s

tr
ee

ts
. S

o
m

e 
ro

ad
s 

m
ay

 
b

ec
o

m
e 

o
ne

-w
ay

, n
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 b
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-o
nl

y 
se

ct
io

ns
 w

ill
 b

e 
in

tr
o

d
uc

ed
 a

nd
 in

 s
o

m
e 

p
la

ce
s 

g
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er
al

 t
ra

ff
ic

 w
ill
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e 
to

 t
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e 
ne

w
 r

o
ut

es
 in
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nd

 o
ut

 o
f 

th
e 

ci
ty

. 
A

d
d

it
io

na
l c
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le

 r
o

ut
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 w
hi
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 w

ill
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e 
b

ui
lt

, g
en

er
al

ly
 s

eg
re

g
at

ed
 f

ro
m

 
ve

hi
cu

la
r 

tr
af

fi
c 

an
d

 p
ed

es
tr

ia
n 
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o

ss
in

g
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

ad
d

ed
 a

nd
 m

ov
ed

 in
 

so
m

e 
ar

ea
s.

A
cq

ui
si

ti
o

n 
of

 P
ar
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f 
G

ar
d

en
s

B
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au
se

 t
he

re
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o
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tt

le
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se

d
 s

p
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e 
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o
ng
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 b
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y 
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o
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o

t 
b

e 
p

o
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ib
le

 t
o
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o
m

m
o

d
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e 
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e 
b
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 la
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s 
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d

 c
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s 
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 t
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b
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n 
o

rd
er

 t
o
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ie
ve

 t
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 r
eq

ui
re

d
 s

p
ac

e 
it

 w
ill

 b
e 
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ce
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s,
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o

 a
cq
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 p
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f 
fr

o
nt

 g
ar

d
en

s 
an

d
 la

nd
 in

 f
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nt
 o

f 
co

m
m
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al
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ro
p

er
ti

es
 t

o
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llo
w

 t
he
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us

 a
nd

 c
yc

le
 la

ne
s 

to
 b

e 
p

ro
vi

d
ed

. 
T

hi
s 

w
o

ul
d

 r
eq

ui
re

 r
eb

ui
ld

in
g

 n
ew

 g
ar

d
en

 w
al

ls
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 s
ho

rt
 d

is
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e 

b
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k 
fr

o
m

 t
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 e
xi

st
in

g
 r

o
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 b
o

un
d

ar
y.

R
ed

uc
ti

o
n 

of
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n-
St
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et

 P
ar

ki
ng

B
ec

au
se

 t
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 r
o

ad
s 

w
e 

ar
e 

w
id

en
in

g
 t

ra
ve

l t
hr

o
ug

h 
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d

en
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al
 a

nd
 

b
us
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s 

th
er

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
a 

ne
ed
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o
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ed

uc
e 
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e 
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o
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t 

o
f 
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p
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ng

 t
o
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o
m
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o

d
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e 
th

e 
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w
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.
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ĥ

W
he

re
 t
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 r
em

ov
ed

 f
ro

m
 r

o
ad

si
d

es
 a

nd
 f

o
o

tp
at
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 w
e 

w
ill

 p
ut

 
in

 p
la

ce
 a

 c
o

m
p
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he
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iv

e 
re

p
la

nt
in

g
 p

ro
g

ra
m

m
e.

 T
hi

s 
p

ro
g

ra
m

m
e 

w
ill

 u
se

 m
at

ur
e 

o
r 

se
m

i-
m

at
ur

e 
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g
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w
n 

tr
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w
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p
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p
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e 
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d
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 f

ea
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b
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, p
la

nt
 t

he
m
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s 
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o

se
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s 
p

o
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ib
le

 t
o

 t
he

 o
ri

g
in

al
 

lo
ca

ti
o

ns
.

 
ĥ

W
he

re
 t

he
re
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 a

 lo
ss

 o
f 

o
n-

st
re

et
 p

ar
ki

ng
 o

r 
p

ri
va

te
 p

ar
ki

ng
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p
ac

e 
– 

w
e 

w
ill

 s
ee

k 
to

 p
ro

vi
d

e,
 w

he
re

 f
ea

si
b

le
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lt
er

na
ti

ve
 p

ar
ki

ng
 c

lo
se

 b
y 

fo
r 

re
si

d
en

ts
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nd
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us
in

es
se

s.

 
ĥ

W
he

re
 p

ri
va

te
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

 w
al

ls
 o

r 
fe

nc
in

g
 a

re
 r

em
ov

ed
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 w
e 

w
ill

 
re

b
ui

ld
 n

ew
 g

ar
d

en
 w

al
ls
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nd

 r
ep

la
ce

 f
en
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ng
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re
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ar
d

en
s 
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ve

 
b

ee
n 

af
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ed
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nd

 s
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rt
en

ed
. A
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o

, w
he

re
 p

ub
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 o
r 
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m

m
er

ci
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 w
al

ls
 

an
d

 f
en

ci
ng
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e 
b

ee
n 

ta
ke

n 
th

ey
 w

ill
 b

e 
re

b
ui

lt
 a

nd
 r

ep
la

ce
d

.

 
ĥ

W
e 

w
ill

 lo
o

k 
fo

r 
ar

ea
s 

al
o

ng
 t

he
 b

us
y 

co
rr

id
o

rs
 w

he
re
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 p
o

ss
ib

le
 t

o
 

im
p

ro
ve

 t
he

 e
xi

st
in

g
 lo

ca
l s

p
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nd
 t
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st

in
g
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nd

sc
ap

in
g

. I
t 
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im
p

o
rt

an
t 

to
 u

se
 t

hi
s 

o
p

p
o

rt
un

it
y 

to
 n

o
t 

o
nl

y 
re

p
la

ce
 w

ha
t 

is
 r

em
ov

ed
 

b
ut

 t
o

 e
nh

an
ce
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he

 lo
ca

l a
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. T

o
 d

o
 s

o
, w

e 
w

ill
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

fu
nd

in
g
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p
p

o
rt
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o

r 
ur
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 c
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e 

im
p

ro
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 c
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in
g
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tt
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iv
e 

lo
ca

l 
en
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ro
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ts
.

 
ĥ
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re
 t

ra
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 is

 d
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er
te

d
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e-
ro

ut
ed
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d

eq
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te
 s

ig
na

g
e 

an
d

 r
o

ad
 

m
ar

ki
ng

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
p

ro
vi

d
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p

eo
p

le
 t
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 f
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d

 t
he

ir
 w

ay
. A

ls
o

, l
o

ca
l 
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ss
 w

ill
 b

e 
m

ai
nt
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ne

d
 w

he
re

 n
ew

 b
us

-o
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y 
se

ct
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r 
o

ne
-w

ay
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st

em
s 
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e 

b
ro

ug
ht

 in
 f

o
r 
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d
en

ts
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nd
 c

o
m

m
er
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al
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ro

p
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es

.
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ur

 p
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b
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se
 c
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ng
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e 

im
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ot
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o
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e 

of
 

th
e 

im
p
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 w
ill
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ea

n 
d

if
fe
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nt

 t
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ng
s 

to
 d

if
fe

re
nt
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eo

p
le

 
d

ep
en

d
in

g
 o

n 
w

he
re

 t
he

y 
liv

e 
an

d
 t

he
ir

 h
o

m
es

. W
e 

ar
e 

in
 n

o
 w

ay
 u

nd
er

es
ti

m
at

in
g

 o
r 

m
ak

in
g

 li
g

ht
 o

f 
th

e 
is

su
es

 
p

eo
p

le
 w

ill
 f

ac
e,

 a
nd

 t
ha

t 
is

 w
hy

 w
e 

ar
e 

st
at

in
g

 t
he

m
 

cl
ea

rl
y 

at
 t

hi
s 

ea
rl

y 
st

ag
e.

E
ve

ry
 f

ea
si

b
le

 o
p

ti
o

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

t 
to

 m
in

im
is

e 
th

e 
d

is
ru

p
ti

o
n 

to
 

p
eo

p
le

, t
he

ir
 p

ro
p

er
ti

es
 a

nd
 t

he
 w

id
er

 lo
ca

l c
o

m
m

un
it

y.
 W

he
re

 t
he

re
 

is
 s

im
p

ly
 n

o
 v

ia
b

le
 a

lt
er

na
ti

ve
, a

nd
 w

he
re

 w
e 

kn
ow

 w
e 

ha
ve

 t
o

 r
em

ov
e 

tr
ee

s,
 p

ar
ts

 o
f 

g
ar

d
en

s 
o

r 
p

ar
ki

ng
, w

e 
w

ill
 e

ns
ur

e 
ap

p
ro

p
ri

at
e 

m
it

ig
at

io
n 

m
ea

su
re

s 
ar

e 
p

ut
 in

 p
la

ce
, w

he
re

ve
r 

p
ra

ct
ic

ab
le

.

A
 d

ef
in

ed
 s

et
 o

f 
g

ui
d

el
in

es
 a

nd
 p

ri
nc

ip
le

s 
fo

r 
m
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ig

at
io

n,
 c

o
m

p
en
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ti

o
n 

an
d

 r
ep
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at

io
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

d
ev

el
o

p
ed

 in
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d
va
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e 

o
f 

p
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g
 p
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m
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o
n 

b
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o
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ht
. B

el
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o

m
e 

o
f 
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e 

m
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s 
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e 
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g
e 

w
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 b
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. T
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o

t 
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us

ti
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nd

 w
e 
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p
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e 
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 w
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o
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 c
o
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.
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 p
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d
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cq
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g
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w
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 p

ur
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p
o
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o
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o
m

 
p
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p
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w
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e 
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w
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g
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 r
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in
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f 
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e 

g
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s 
as
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p
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g
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 d
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o
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1 
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 b
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p
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w
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 c
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g
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Presentation by Anne Graham
CEO, National Transport Authority 

Core Bus Corridors 
Project
Discussion Document June 
2018

1

What is BusConnects Dublin about?

2

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

Moving from policy to 
reality

When it comes to tackling 
congestion in the capital, 
investment in the network 
of core bus corridors has 
been policy at local and 
national level since 2016.

3

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

2016
GDA Transport Strategy 

• In 2016, the NTA’s Transport Strategy 
for the Greater Dublin Area was 
adopted by the Government.

• The Strategy identified the need to 
“develop the Core Bus network to 
achieve, as far as practicable, 
continuous priority for bus 
movement on the portions of the 
Core Bus Network within the 
Metropolitan Area.”

4

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

2017
BusConnects launched 
• Investment in the core bus corridors was at 

the heart of proposals we published last year 
as part of the overall BusConnects
programme.

• “This ‘next generation’ of bus corridors will 
deliver a transformation in the performance 
of these routes, making it easier and quicker 
for you to come and go by bus, whether your 
journey is related to your job, your studies, or 
even your social life and family life.

• “We want remove the current delays and 
uncertainties, so that in the future, your bus 
journeys will be faster, more punctual and 
more reliable.”

5

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

2018
NDP funding earmarked

• Funding of €2b was earmarked in the NDP 
under Project Ireland 2040.

• BusConnects “will deliver a 
transformational redesign of the bus 
system in Dublin.

• “It will comprise a network of ‘next 
generation’ bus corridors on the busiest 
routes with segregated cycling facilities.”

6

Copy of the presentation by NTA CEO Anne Graham when 
the Authority published the Core Bus Corridors Project 
Report on 12 June 2018.
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BusConnects – a national programme

Our Core Bus Corridor Project is part of a 
wider BusConnects programme that will 
deliver improvements in bus services 
across the country.

• Under the NDP, funding has been earmarked 
for investment in a full BusConnects
programme for all of Ireland’s cities, 
including ticketing systems, bus corridors, 
additional capacity, new bus stops and bus 
shelters.

• Galway BusConnects will deliver a 
rationalised network of five high-performing 
cross-city routes.

• Cork BusConnects will comprise the delivery 
of crucial bus corridors, enhanced services, 
cashless fares and account-based ticketing.

7

Fitting into the big picture by 2027

BusConnects Dublin is part of a major 
public transport 10-year investment 
programme. That programme also 
includes:

• Dart Expansion Programme which will 
see the implementation of high-
frequency Dart services  on the 
Northern Line, the Kildare Line, and 
the Maynooth Line.

• MetroLink, a largely underground rail 
link between Swords and Sandyford, 
serving the airport and the city centre.

This integrated public transport network 
will provide new opportunities to enable 
easier, more reliable and flexible travel 
across a range of modes.

8

Where are the radial Core Bus Corridors

1. Clongriffin to City Centre
2. Swords to City Centre

3. Ballymun to City Centre
4. Finglas to Phibsborough
5. Blanchardstown to City Centre

6. Lucan to City Centre
7. Liffey Valley to City Centre
8. Clondalkin to Drimnagh

9. Greenhills to City Centre
10. Kimmage to City Centre
11. Tallaght to Terenure

12. Rathfarnham to City Centre
13. Bray to City Centre

14. UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
15. Blackrock to Merrion
16. Ringsend to City Centre

9

Why invest in bus?

More people choosing bus transport

• More people than ever – almost 70% -
are travelling into Dublin using 
sustainable modes.

• Within that, bus is the most popular 
mode of sustainable transport in Dublin, 
and getting more popular. 

• In our recent cordon count report, bus 
accounted for 56% of all public transport 
trips.

• The snap-shot report counted all 
journeys into the city centre during the 
morning peak time.

10

• Bus is clearly the most popular mode of 
public transport in Dublin, and its getting 
more popular. 

• Overall last year Dublin Bus provided the 
largest ever number of passenger journeys at 
over 136m.

• This represents an increase of almost 9% over 
2016 and represents four straight years of 
passenger growth.

• In other words, demand for bus services is 
strong and getting stronger.

• That is why we need to make sure the bus 
infrastructure is up to the job

Bus trends – annual passenger demand

11

What will our Core Bus Corridors look like 
Layout

Optimum layout
• The proposal envisages the 

provision of about 230km of 
bus lane on sixteen of the 
busiest bus corridors in 
Dublin.

• Our objective is to provide a 
continuous bus lane in each 
direction as well as 
maintaining two general 
traffic lanes. 

• We also want to provide a 
dedicated cycle track on each 
side of the road providing 
safe cycling facilities, 
segregated from other 
vehicular traffic. 

12
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Benefits

Good for cyclists

• BusConnects is not just about buses. 
It is also about provide high quality 
cycling facilities, segregated from 
the bus lanes and general traffic 
lanes.

• There will be an estimated 200kms 
of cycle tracks/lanes.

• This initiative forms the foundation 
of the overall Greater Dublin Area 
cycle network plan.

• BusConnects is the single biggest 
cycling infrastructure plan in the 
history of the state

13

Benefits

Good for bus passengers

The core bus corridor 
project will deliver on 
improving journey times 
and creating certainty and 
confidence in the bus 
system.

Potential journey time 
savings of up to 40-50% 
per corridor 

14

Benefits

Good for environment
Tackling the challenges of 
climate change is a national 
priority and BusConnects will 
contribute significantly to that 
objective. 

It will do this by:

• Encouraging people to move 
from cars onto a sustainable 
transport mode such as bus.

• Making bus journeys shorter 
and quicker.

• Reducing overall congestion

15

Benefits

Good for jobs
• A well-functioning public transport 

system is a basic requirement when 
it comes to creating good 
employment opportunities.

• By improving the overall public 
transport offering, these proposals 
will make commutes shorter and 
more reliable, and will therefore 
make Dublin a more attractive 
location for employers.

• It will also make it easier for people 
to get out and enjoy the city and all 
it has to offer, which is good news 
for businesses in the city centre and 
beyond.

16

Benefits

Good for city living
• By providing a high-quality, frequent and 

reliable bus service, we can make Dublin a 
more attractive place to live, work and visit.

• With quicker journeys and reliable services, 
the city will seem like a smaller, more 
accessible place and everywhere will be 
within an easy bus ride of just about 
anywhere else.

• All of Dublin – all of its colleges, offices, 
retail streets; all of its coffee shops; all of its 
pubs and bookshops; all of its restaurants 
and theatres; all of its character - will be 
opened up, to all of its citizens and all of its 
visitors.

17

Key Challenges 

Challenges Mitigations
Acquisition of 

parts of land in 
front of properties 
including portions
of gardens and 

walls

Purchase the portion of gardens/land; ensure new landscaping, 

full replanting in the garden, build new walls, new fencing and 
gates.

Identify areas for improvements to local spaces, landscaping and 

provide funding for urban centre improvements. 

Reduction of on-

street parking  -
public and private 

Provide where feasible alternative parking close by for residents 

and businesses, compensate for loss of parking

Removal of trees Put in place a replanting programme. Mature or semi-mature 

ready-grown trees where feasible and planted as close to original 
locations as possible. 

Traffic movements 

and road works

Local access will be maintained for houses and businesses. 

Rerouting of traffic will be supported by signage, markings and 
traffic calming measures. 

18
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Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion 
Document – 12th June 2018

Public Representative Engagement2C

2.
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From: info@busconnects.ie  
Sent: Tuesday 12 June 2018 16:31
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors Project

Dear Deputy,

Today the National Transport Authority is publishing a discussion document on the 
Core Bus Corridors Project, which sets out draft proposals to vastly improve bus 
journey times and cycling priority along congested corridors in Dublin. The project is a 
central element of the BusConnects strategy launched last year.

By dramatically increasing the level of segregated bus infrastructure on 16 core bus 
corridors identified in the attached map, we can improve the bus experience for a 
growing number of passengers in our capital city. On each of these corridors, we will 
also provide high quality cycling facilities segregated from bus and general traffic lanes 
as far as is practicable.

We are publishing the discussion document to ensure you and members of the public 
are kept informed of the progress made on the overall plan. In October, we will publish 
detailed proposals for each of the corridors and undertake a full public consultation. At 
this stage, we will be in a position to answer detailed questions on specific local issues.

For more information on the project and to read the details discussion document, 
please visit www.busconnects.ie. Moreover, a printed version of the document will also 
be delivered to you.

Yours sincerely,

Anne Graham

CEO, NTA

Contact information:

Email: info@busconnects.ie

Freefone: 1800 303 653

All Public Representatives in the Greater Dublin Area 

BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors Project

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Email issued to all public representatives in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) on 12th June 2018 regarding the launch 
of the Core Bus Corridors Project Report on 12 June 2018:
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All Public Representatives in the Greater Dublin Area 

BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors Project
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Dublin Airport

Marlfield

Dardistown

St Doolagh’s

Luttrellstown

Strawberry Beds

Feltrim

Galloping Green

Dunsink

Belcamp

Forrest Great

Ballymount

Sea Mount

Baily

Kingswood

Ballycorden

Belgard

Whitechurch

Mulhuddart

Surgalstown

Lauristown

Whitecross

Cluthe

Cullen

Greenogue

Kilsallaghan

Coolquay

Mount
Ambrose

Tyrellstown

Williamsville

Abbotstown

Cappoge

Dollymount

St Margaret’s

Kilbrook

The Line

Ballinascorney

Knockannavea

Mount Seskin

Woodlands

The Ward

Woodtown

Killeek

Rockbrook

Aylesbury

Belmayne

Grattan Lodge

Kinsealy

Balgriffin

Cloghran

Donabate

Seafield

Lanistown

Turvey Ave

Newbridge
Demesne

St Margaret’s Golf 
& Country Club

Lissenhall
Demesne

Knocksedan
Demesne

New Dairy Lane

The Rath Lane

Nevinstown

]portrane
Demesne

Bohernabreena

Newtown CrossFarm Lane

Kilbride Westown

The Ward Cross

Kilcoscan

Littlepace

Tyrrelstown

Perrystown

Ballyroan

Rathmines

Deansgrange

Drumcondra

Ballsbridge

Phibsborough

Irishtown

Chapelizod

Kill Of The Grange

Finglas

Clonsilla

Booterstown

Cabra

Artane

Ballyfermot

Stillorgan

Clontarf

Leopardstown

Marino

Islandbridge

Milltown

Raheny

Sandymount

Castleknock

Rathfarnham

Cabinteely

Loughlinstown
Ballybrack

Shankill

Bray

Dalkey

Monkstown

Foxrock

Ringsend

Walkinstown

Drimnagh

Sandyford

Stepaside

Kilmashogue Forest

Kilternan

Scalp

Countybrook

Old Conna

Glencullen

Carneystown

Glencree
Ballinagee

Glenasmole

Manor Kilbride

Carrickmines

Palmerstown

Beaumont

Ballinteer

Windy Arbour

Glasnevin

Ballyboden

Rathgar

Cornelscourt

Churchtown

East Wall

Killester

Donaghmede

Clongriffin

Bayside

Baldoyle

Knocklyon

Portobello

Docklands

The Liberties

Kimmage

Stoneybatter
Smithfield

Crumlin

Kilmainham

Killiney

Inchicore

Donnybrook

Ranelagh

Harold’s Cross

Goatstown

Sallynoggin

Dolphin’s Barn

Coolock
Sutton

Seabrook Manor

Fairview

Donnycarney

Whitehall

Portmarnock

Firhouse

Bluebell

Clonskeagh

Ballyogan

Terenure

Mount Merrion

Ballymun

Kilbarrack

Templeogue

Kilbride

Santry

Phoenix Park

Ongar
Village

Lucan

Malahide

Dundrum

Howth

Blackrock

Swords

Clondalkin

Blanchardstown

Tallaght

Dún Laoghaire

Rialto

Whitestown Radial Core Bus Corridors 

1. Clongriffin to City Centre

2. Swords to City Centre

3. Ballymun to City Centre

4. Finglas to Phibsborough

5. Blanchardstown to City Centre

6. Lucan to City Centre

7. Liffey Valley to City Centre

8. Clondalkin to Drimnagh

9. Greenhills to City Centre

10. Kimmage to City Centre

11. Tallaght to Terenure

12. Rathfarnham to City Centre

13. Bray to City Centre

14. UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre

15. Blackrock to Merrion

16. Ringsend to City Centre
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June 12th, 2018 
Re: BusConnects Dublin – Core Bus Corridors Project 

Dear Deputy, 

Please find attached a copy of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridors Project report that we are 
unveiling today. 

This discussion document sets out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times and 
cycling priority along congested corridors in the Dublin region. The project is a central element 
of the National Transport Authority’s €2 billion BusConnects strategy to transform the city’s 
bus system, so it is fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. 

Currently buses running on the major arteries into the city centre are sharing road space with 
trucks, vans and cars for all but 30% of the journey despite the bus system accounting for 
67% of public transport journeys in the Greater Dublin Area. However, levels of congestion are 
increasing daily and it is anticipated that by 2040 the Dublin region will have increased by 25% 
to 1.5 million.  

When BusConnects was announced last year, the NTA provided a broad overview as to which 
corridors would be included in the plan and the resulting positive outcomes would be for 
communities around the region and for the city itself.  

We also announced that BusConnects would provide for the creation of a “next generation” 
network of cycling facilities. On each of the core bus corridors, we will provide high quality 
cycling facilities segregated from the bus lanes and general traffic lanes as far as is practicable. 
When implemented, this will result in a safer experience for city cyclists. 

The unveiling of BusConnects last year marked the beginning of a conversation on the role 
that this ambitious programme of investment in our bus services can play in meeting the future 
transport needs of the people of Dublin. One year on, we want to make sure the conversation 
continues, and that’s why we are publishing this discussion document. 

Significant progress has been made in putting together the overall plan, and in October this 
year we will be publishing our detailed proposals for each of the 16 corridors. At that stage we 
will be in a position to identify precise alignment along each of the corridors and to pinpoint 
the specific challenges and opportunities that will arise as a result. 

As that work on evaluating options and assessing alternatives is complete, we will undertake a 
full public consultation, and at that point, we will be in a position to answer detailed questions 
on specific local issues. In the meantime, we are anxious to ensure that we keep you and 
members of the public informed. 

You should also be aware that a separate but related announcement on the redesigned bus 
network for Dublin will take place in July. This will include proposals on a redesign of routes, 
schedules, timetables and fare structures to meet the changing needs of passengers in Dublin. 

There is no doubt that congestion in the capital city is negatively impacting bus journey times, 
but with ambitious measures such as BusConnects, we can vastly improve the bus experience 
for the growing number of passengers who wish to use sustainable transport modes in and 
around the city.

Yours sincerely,
Anne Graham
CEO, NTA

Contact information:
Email: info@busconnects.ie
Freefone: 1800 303 653 

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Letter issued to all public representatives in the GDA on 
12th June 2018 along with a copy of the report:
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Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion 
Document – 12th June 2018

Website & Digital Resources2D

2.
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Graphics for website & social media: 
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Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion 
Document – 12th June 2018

Press Release & Media Engagement2E

2.
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PRESS RELEASE BY NTA 

Tuesday 12th June 2018

NTA SETS OUT PROPOSALS TO IMPROVE BUS  
JOURNEY TIMES FOR PASSENGERS IN DUBLIN

The National Transport Authority has today published the Core Bus Corridors Project report. This 
discussion document sets out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times and cycling priority 
along an increasing number of congested corridors in the Dublin region. The project is part of the NTA’s 
€2bn BusConnects Dublin programme to transform the city’s bus system. 

The proposals, which if implemented, will provide the following:
• 230kms of continuous bus priority over 16 radial core bus corridors
• 200kms of cycle tracks and cycle lanes provided on the corridors
• Journey time savings of up to 40%-50% across the 16 radial core bus corridors

In 2017 Dublin Bus combined with Bus Eireann carried over 147 million passengers in the Dublin area, 
about 67% of public transport journeys in the Greater Dublin Area. This is about four times the number 
of passengers carried by Luas and close to five times the number of passengers carried by DART and 
commuter rail.

However, despite the importance of the bus system, the main corridors in and out of the city only have bus 
lanes for about one third of their length.  This means that for most of the journey, buses are competing for 
space with other traffic and are affected by general traffic congestion.  With the population of the Dublin 
region projected to increase to 1.5 million by 2040, a jump of 25% from today’s 1.2million, that trend of 
increasing congestion will continue unless significant and radical action is taken.  

When BusConnects was announced last year, NTA outlined how it would provide the opportunity to 
improve the bus experience for passengers by providing faster journey times in comfortable, modern 
vehicles with high frequency services on busy routes.

The Authority also announced that BusConnects would provide for the creation of a “next generation” 
network of cycling facilities. On each of the Core Bus corridors, we will provide high quality cycling 
facilities, segregated from the bus lanes and general traffic lanes as far as is practicable. 

Significant progress has been made in putting together the overall plan, and in October of this year NTA 
will publish detailed and considered proposals for each of the 16 corridors. At that stage a full public 
consultation process will commence. This will allow people to provide feedback and their thoughts on the 
proposals and the NTA will fully engage with people along the corridors and surrounding areas.  

Anne Graham, CEO of the NTA said: “Everybody agrees that something needs to be done to improve our 
bus services. Passenger numbers on public transport continue to increase, but as the economy continues 
to improve, and as demands on public transport increase, our infrastructure will come under more and 
more strain. 

“People want to use public and sustainable transport in and out of the city. Our recent canal cordon 
2017 figures are showing us this with almost 70% of daily trips across the canals of Dublin being made by 
sustainable transport. The NTA needs to support these trips and to improve the journey times for public 
transport users and to offset the negative impact of congestion.  

“Unless we address the infrastructure issues, it is inevitable that in the years ahead, travelling by bus will 
become slower, less reliable and more frustrating for everybody. But with BusConnects there is a solution 
on offer.”

“Last year’s BusConnects announcement marked the beginning of a conversation on the role that this 
ambitious programme of investment in our bus services can play in meeting the future transport needs of 
the people of Dublin. One year on, we want to make sure that the conversation continues, and that is why 
we are publishing this document.

“As the project development work is complete, we will of course be undertaking a full process of public 
consultation, and at that point, we will be in a position to answer detailed questions on specific local 
issues. 

“There is no doubt that congestion in Dublin is getting worse, but with the ambitious measures put 
forward today, there is light at the end of the tunnel. We believe that our plans have the potential to 
completely transform public transport, to make travelling by bus more attractive, and to get more people 
using sustainable modes of transport in and around the city.”

ENDS

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Press Release issued 12th June 2018:
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Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion 
Document – 12th June 2018

Advertising2F

2.
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Digital Media Plan June 2018:

For the launch of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Discussion Document, we had a 

comprehensive digital media plan which consisted of promoted posts and on Social and Digital.

These include promoted posts on Facebook and Twitter. We also had native content on 

TheJournal.ie and Dublinlive.ie and Youtube.

In addition to this we geo-targeted regular users of bus services based on online behavior in the 

Dublin area with promoted posts online news sites such as RTE, Independent, Irish Times, Joe.ie 

and Lovindublin.ie.

Digital

The Journal
Dublin Live
Core Programmatic: (Independent, RTE, Irish Times, Joe.ie, Lovin Dublin)  
 

Social

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
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3.

3A

Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor 
Emerging Preferred Route Brochure  
– February 2019

- English
- Irish Cover
- Easy to read
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, b
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 c

ro
ss

-s
ec

ti
o

n 
o

n 
th

is
 s

tr
et

ch
 d
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 p
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ra
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 p
ri

o
ri

ty
 o

n 
th

is
 s

ec
ti

o
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w
ill

 b
e 
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nt
ai

ne
d
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p
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w
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ur
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an
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he

rr
in

g
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 c
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 b
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ro

vi
d

ed
. T

he
 n

o
rt
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un
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 b
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 t
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b
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 p
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 b
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 p
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ra
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 b
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 t
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in

 t
he

 A
p

p
en

d
ix

 o
f 

th
is

 b
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 D
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 c
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 C
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 c
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ra
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 p
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 p
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 b
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 p
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 p
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p
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 D
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ra
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3.
 C

ha
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 M
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at

io
ns

3.
1 

Th
e 

C
ha

lle
ng
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’s

 im
p

o
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an
t 
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no

w
le

d
g

e 
th

at
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he
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es
 r
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d
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 d
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iv
er
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 s

te
p

-c
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e 
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 t

he
 p

er
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rm
an

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
b
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 s
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te

m
 w

ill
 b

e 
d

if
fi

cu
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ev
er

, t
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 d
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n-
m

ak
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g
 n
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d
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 b
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ow
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t 
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o
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p
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 u

nt
il 

th
e 
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ro
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m
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 f
ar
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at
er

. S
o

m
e 

o
f 
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e 

d
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is
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ns
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ay

 b
e 
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ut

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
b

ei
ng

 m
ad

e 
b

ec
au

se
 w

e 
b

el
ie

ve
 t
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t 

th
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e 
p
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av

e 
th

e 
p

o
te

nt
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l t
o

 f
un

d
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en
ta

lly
 t

ra
ns

fo
rm

 t
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ay

 p
ub

lic
 

tr
an

sp
o

rt
 w

o
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 D
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lin
.

O
ur

 c
ha

lle
ng

e 
no

w
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o
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o
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o
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he
 n

ee
d

s 
o

f 
a 

m
o

d
er

n 
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ty
 b

y 
p

ro
vi

d
in

g
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 f
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r-

p
ur

p
o

se
 b
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 s

ys
te

m
, b
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lt

 o
n 

a 
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re
et
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ap

e 
th
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d
at

es
 b

ac
k 

ce
nt

ur
ie

s.
 N

ee
d

le
ss

 t
o

 s
ay

 t
he

 s
tr

ee
ts

 w
er

e 
no

t 
d

es
ig

ne
d
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 m
ov

e 
th

e 
nu

m
b

er
 o

f 
p

eo
p

le
 t

ha
t 

no
w

 n
ee

d
 t

o
 t

ra
ve

l i
n 

an
d

 o
ut

 
o

f 
th

e 
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h 

d
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. S
o

m
e 
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f 

th
e 
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r 
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b
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d
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e 

b
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V
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h 
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ad
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ut
s 
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 t
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 m

o
re

 m
o
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es

t 
le

ve
ls

 o
f 

tr
af

fi
c 

th
an
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e 

se
e 

to
d

ay
.

 
Ĥ

W
e 

w
ill

 n
ee

d
 t

o
 w

id
en

 r
o

ad
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Ĥ

W
e 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
to

 c
o

nv
er

t 
cu
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en

t 
tr

af
fi

c 
la

ne
s 

to
 b

us
 la
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Ĥ

W
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ill
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ee
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 p

ar
ki
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Ĥ

W
e 

w
ill
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d
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em
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e 
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s 

o
r 

p
ar
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f 
fr

o
nt

 g
ar

d
en

s.
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o

t 
al

l t
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 im
p
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ts

 w
ill

 b
e 

fe
lt
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q

ua
lly
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nd
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o

m
e 

lo
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ti
o
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 w

ill
 r

eq
ui
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m
o

re
 c
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es
 t
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n 

o
th

er
s.

 O
ve

r 
th

e 
ye

ar
s 

th
o

se
 m

o
d

if
ic
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io
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 t
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t 

w
er

e 
ea

si
er

 t
o

 im
p

le
m

en
t 

- 
th

e 
o

ne
s 

th
at

 c
au

se
d
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le
 o

r 
no

 d
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ru
p
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- 
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ve

 b
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m
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e.
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le
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e 
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l b
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 m
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ed
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ub
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ill
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 c
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ng

es
te

d
 a

nd
 a

 le
ss

 a
tt

ra
ct

iv
e 

p
la

ce
 t

o 
liv

e 
an

d
 w

o
rk

, b
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r 
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re
 g

en
er

at
io

ns
.

3.
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Po
te

nt
ia

l I
m
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ct

s
3.

2.
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Tr
af

fi
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ch
an

g
es

B
y 

cr
ea

ti
ng

 m
o

re
 p

ri
o

ri
ty

 f
o

r 
b

us
es
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 c
yc
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g

 t
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ill
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e 
ch

an
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 h
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ic
 c

ur
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nt
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d
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ts
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n 
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 b
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 w
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 b
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ed
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nd
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o
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e 
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al
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ra
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 t
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l c
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 f
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 t
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 b
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 t
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 s
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 b
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 t
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m
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o
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 c
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 t
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 p
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d
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 d
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w
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 d
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 b
o

un
d
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y.

3.
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 o
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ar
ki

ng
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s
B
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se
 t
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ee
d

 w
id
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ra
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s 
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w
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 b
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a 
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e 

th
e 
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o
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t 

o
f 

o
n-
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et
 

p
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ng

 a
nd
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g

 f
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o
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o

m
m

o
d
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e 
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T
he

re
 a

re
 p

ri
nc

ip
le

s 
fo

r 
m

it
ig

at
io

n,
 s

ta
tu

to
ry

 c
o

m
p

en
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ti
o

n 
an

d
 

re
p

ar
at

io
n 

w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 b

e 
ad

he
re

d
 t

o
 b

y 
th

e 
N

TA
 a

s 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

st
at

ut
o

ry
 p
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nn

in
g

 p
ro

ce
ss

. H
ow

ev
er

, b
el

ow
 a

re
 s

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
m

ea
su

re
s 

th
at

 w
e 

en
vi
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g

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
. T
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s 
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t 
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 n

o
t 

ex
ha
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ti

ve
 a

nd
 w

e 
an

ti
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p
at

e 
th

at
 t

he
re

 w
ill

 b
e 

o
th

er
 m

ea
su

re
s 

th
at

 w
ill

 n
ee

d
 t

o
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e 
p

ut
 in

 
p

la
ce

.

3.
3.

1 
Tr

af
fi

c 
C

ha
ng

es
W

he
re

 g
en

er
al

 t
ra

ff
ic

 is
 d

iv
er

te
d

 a
nd

 r
e-

ro
ut

ed
, a

d
eq

ua
te

 s
ig

na
g

e 
an

d
 r

o
ad

 m
ar

ki
ng

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
p

ro
vi

d
ed

 f
o

r 
p

eo
p

le
 t

o
 f

in
d

 t
he
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 w

ay
. 

M
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s 
w

ill
 b

e 
im

p
le

m
en
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d

 t
o

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 “
ra

t-
ru

ns
” 

d
o

 n
o

t 
em

er
g

e 
as

 a
 c

o
ns

eq
ue

nc
e 

o
f 

th
e 

re
-r

o
ut

ed
 t

ra
ff

ic
. A

ls
o

, l
o

ca
l a

cc
es

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d
 w

he
re

 n
ew

 b
us

-o
nl

y 
se

ct
io

ns
 o

r 
o

ne
-w

ay
 s

ys
te

m
s 

ar
e 

b
ro

ug
ht

 in
 f

o
r 

re
si

d
en

ts
 a

nd
 c

o
m

m
er

ci
al

 p
ro

p
er

ti
es

.

3.
3.

2 
La

nd
 t

ak
e

W
he

re
 la

nd
s,

 s
uc

h 
as

 p
ar

ts
 o

f g
ar

d
en

s 
an

d
 d

riv
ew

ay
s,

 a
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 b
ei

ng
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cq
ui

re
d

 
fo

r 
w

id
en

in
g

 w
e 

w
ill

 p
ur

ch
as

e 
th

e 
p

or
tio

n 
of

 fr
on

t 
g

ar
d

en
s 

an
d

 d
riv

ew
ay

s 
fr

o
m

 p
ro

p
er

ty
 o

w
ne

rs
; e
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ur

e 
ne

w
 la

nd
sc

ap
in

g
 a

nd
 r

ep
la

nt
in

g
 o

f 
th

e 
g

ar
d

en
s,

 r
ei

ns
ta

te
m

en
t 

of
 d

riv
ew

ay
s 
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 w

el
l a

s 
p

ro
vi

d
in

g
 c

o
m

p
en

sa
tio

n 
fo

r 
th

e 
g

ar
d

en
 a

nd
 d

ri
ve

w
ay

 p
o

rt
io

n 
lo

ss
 a

nd
 d

is
ru

p
ti

o
n.

 

W
he

re
 p

ri
va

te
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

 w
al

ls
 o

r 
fe

nc
in

g
 a

re
 r

em
ov

ed
 w

e 
w

ill
 r

eb
ui

ld
 

ne
w

 g
ar

d
en

 w
al

ls
 a

nd
 r

ep
la

ce
 f

en
ci

ng
 w

he
re

 g
ar

d
en

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

af
fe

ct
ed

 a
nd

 s
ho

rt
en

ed
. A

ls
o

, w
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There has been a lot of thinking and work on 
the best routes for bus corridors. 
These are known as Emerging Preferred 
Routes.

One route goes from Bray to the City Centre.
This bus corridor will start at Nassau Street and
go along Kildare Street to St Stephen’s Green.
Then, the bus will turn onto Leeson Street.

It will continue onto Morehampton Road, 
Donnybrook Road, and the Stillorgan Road.
At Nutley Lane, it will meet the UCD to City 
Centre bus corridor.

The bus will go on the Stillorgan / Bray Road as 
far as the Loughlinstown Roundabout. 
Then, it will go along the Dublin Road through 
Shankill and towards Bray. 
This bus corridor ends at the Dargle River 
Crossing in Bray.

Core Bus Corridors
Bray to City Centre

1

Easy to Read Version
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There will be new cycle lanes along this route.
We will put in some new pathways and 
pedestrian crossings.

Now, the bus journey from Bray to the City 
Centre takes up to 55 minutes.
With the bus corridor, this journey will take up to 
45 minutes.

We need to make changes along the route to 
make room for the bus corridor.
For example, changing road layouts, making 
changes to some gardens. taking away parking 
spaces, taking down and replacing some trees, 

You will find a map for this route and an 
information booklet at:
www.busconnects.ie

2

The route is 13 kilometres.
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Public Representative Engagement

3.

3B
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From: oireachtasliaison@nationaltransport.ie  
Sent: Wednesday 14 November 2018 14:52
Subject: Launch of BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project

Dear Public Representative

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has today launched the Core Bus 
Corridor Project which involves the implementation of continuous bus lanes along 
16 key radial bus corridors around Dublin. 

It is part of the overall BusConnects programme to transform Dublin’s bus system 
to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people. 

The first stage of the Core Bus Corridor Project is the public consultation process 
which will take place on a phased basis between now and next May. 

Each phase will involve consultation on a set number of corridors over a period 
of months. Details of the phasing of the public consultation process are set out at 
the end of this email. 

At the outset of each phase, the NTA will issue information letters directly to any 
house or business whose garden or frontage may have to be acquired. These 
letters have already been sent in the case of the four corridors in Phase 1. I attach 
a sample of this letter for your information. 

A similar process of public consultation will be followed early next year for the 
remaining phases.

I attach a copy of a notice outlining details of the public consultation process, 
which will be published in newspapers. In addition, I also attach a copy of a fact 

Local Public Representatives  

Launch of BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

CONT.

Correspondence with local public representatives regarding 
the launch of the Emerging Preferred Route Option  
non-statutory public consultation on 14 November 2018:
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sheet regarding the public consultation. More detailed information on the  
Core Bus Corridor Project is available on the BusConnects website,  
www.busconnects.ie. 

The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the 
development of the Core Bus Corridors Project. In that regard we will be 
establishing a community forum for each corridor to facilitate engagement 
with all parties including individuals, residents associations, community groups, 
etc.  Requests to participate in the community forum should be sent to cbc@
busconnects.ie 

In conclusion we look forward to working with you and your constituents in the 
coming months with a view to vastly improve the bus experience for the growing 
number of passengers who wish to use sustainable transport modes in and 
around the city. 

Yours sincerely,

Anne Graham

CEO, National Transport Authority

DETAILS OF PHASING

Phase 1 (14th November to 15th February 2019)
Clongriffin to City Centre
Swords to City Centre
Blanchardstown to City Centre
Lucan to City Centre

Phase 2 (Mid-January to End March 2019)
Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Greenhills to City Centre

Local Public Representatives  

Launch of BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project

CONT.
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Tallaght to Terenure
Kimmage to City Centre
Rathfarnham to City Centre

Phase 3 (Mid-February to End April 2019)
Ballymun to City Centre
Finglas to Phibsborough
Bray to City Centre
Blackrock to Merrion
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Ringsend to City Centre

Local Public Representatives  

Launch of BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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(Name & Address) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date: 9th November 2018 
 Ref:   
  

Re: BusConnects  
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Project 

 

Dear Property Owner / Occupier, 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin 
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus 
will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable.   It will enable more people to travel by 
bus than ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys. 

From the perspective of public transport, congestion is a major problem. On the busiest bus routes, 
bus lanes are only in place for less than one third of the corridor. This means that for most of the 
journey, buses are competing for space with general traffic and so are also affected by the increasing 
levels of congestion.  

A key part of the BusConnects programme is the development of “Core Bus Corridors”, effectively 
the delivery of continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city.  Sixteen corridors are 
included in BusConnects Dublin.   

Initial work has been undertaken on these corridors to identify an Emerging Preferred Route for 
each corridor.  The Emerging Preferred Route is the proposal which, subject to a public consultation 
process, is considered to offer the best solution to improve the bus and cycle network. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the Emerging Preferred 
Scheme for the  to City Centre Core Bus Corridor may impact on part of your property.  An 
extract from a layout map showing an indicative layout of the scheme in the vicinity of your property 
is attached.  The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle lanes and footpaths will be. Areas 
where land may be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.

Template of Letter issued to potentially impacted 
property owners:
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A complete public consultation document, which contains all of the relevant maps for this corridor, 
will be sent to you next week. 

We do wish to reiterate that these are proposals only which are not fixed or finalised.  They will be 
published in full shortly to get public feedback in relation to them.  No decisions have been made to 
proceed with these proposals, and none would be taken until we have concluded the consultation 
process.    

Any decision to proceed with this overall project would be subject to a statutory planning process, 
which would involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanala.  That planning 
application would not be made before 2020.   If any garden portion or land was ultimately necessary 
to be acquired from your property, appropriate compensation would have to be paid in addition to 
the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, plus landscaping works to the 
residual area.  

The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals.  That 
would give us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for 
you and what the next steps will be over the coming months and years.  If you wish to avail of this 
meeting please call 1800 303 653 to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

BusConnects Dublin,  

National Transport Authority 
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Consultation Press Notice:

Clár infheistíochta suntasach is ea BusConnects d’fhonn iompar poiblí i mBaile Átha Cliath a 
fheabhsú. Tá sé mar aidhm aige an córas busanna reatha a leasú ó bhonn trí chlár comhtháite 
10 mbliana de ghníomhaíochtaí comhtháite a chur i bhfeidhm d’fhonn córas busanna níos 
éifeachtaí, níos iontaofa agus níos fearr a chur ar fáil do níos mó daoine. 

Tá sé mar aidhm ag tionscadal na gconairí bus lárnacha 230 ciliméadar de bhuslánaí tiomnaithe 
agus 200 ciliméadar de raonta rothaíochta a chur ar 16 cinn de na conairí bus is gnóthaí i 
mBaile Átha Cliath. Tá an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair ag cur tús anois le comhairliúchán poiblí 
maidir leis na moltaí seo. 

Is ar bhonn céimnithe a tharlóidh an comhairliúchán poiblí do sé chonaire bus lárnach déag, 
ag tosú an 14 Samhain 2018 agus ag leanúint ar aghaidh go dtí Bealtaine 2019. 

Thosaigh an comhairliúchán poiblí don chéad cheithre chonaire cheana féin agus críochnóidh 
sé Dé hAoine, an 15 Feabhra 2019. Táimid ag lorg moltaí agus tuairimí faoi láthair maidir leis 
na conairí seo a leanas: 

Is féidir mionsonraí faoi na ceithre chonairea íoslódáil ar an suíomh www.busconnects.ie nó 
glaoch a chur ar an uimhir shaorghlao 1800 303 653.

• Fóram Pobail - Cruthóidh an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair Fóram Pobail do gach 
conaire le go mbeidh deis ag ionadaithe ó Chumainn Áitritheoirí, Grúpaí Pobail, 
Ionadaithe Pobail nó Grúpaí Leasmhara a bheith ar an eolas maidir leis an bpróiseas 
comhairliúcháin phoiblí agus páirt a ghlacadh ann. Iarrtar ort ríomhphost a 
sheoladh chuig cbc@busconnects.ie má theastaíonn uait a bheith páirteach ann. 

• Ócáidí Eolais Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí - Reáchtálfar sraith cruinnithe Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí 
in ionaid i gceantair na gconairí seo.Is féidir teacht ar shonraí maidir leo seo ar an suíomh 
agus sna nuachtáin áitiúla sna seachtainí atá le teacht freisin.

Foilseofar sonraí an dhá chonaire déag eile le haghaidh athbhreithniú an phobail go luath in 
2019. Seo thíos liosta de na conairí agus de na céimeanna molta comhairliúcháin phoiblí. 

Is féidir moltaí agus tuairimí maidir leis na ceithre chonaire a dhéanamh:

Ar líne: 
Tríd an bhfoirm ar líne sa chuid “Comhairliúchán Poiblí” de leathanach na gConairí Bus Lárnacha ar an  
suíomh www.busconnects.ie

BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in Dublin. It aims 
to overhaul the current bus system through a 10 year integrated programme of integrated 
actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people. 

The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of 
cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin. The National Transport Authority is 
now commencing a public consultation in relation to these proposals. 

This public consultation for sixteen core bus corridors will take place over a phased basis 
starting from 14th November 2018 and will run until May 2019. 

The public consultation for the first four corridors has now commenced and will end Friday 
15th February 2019. We are now seeking submissions and observations for the following:

Details of the proposals for these four corridors are available for download on the website  
www.busconnects.ie or call Freefone 1800 303 653.

• Community Forum - The NTA will establish a Community Forum for each corridor where 
there will be an opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community 
Groups, Public Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged 
during the public consultation process. Please email cbc@busconnects.ie to get involved. 

• Public Consultation Information events - A series of Public Consultation meetings will be 
held in venues along these corridors. Details of these can also be found on the website and 
in local newspapers in the coming weeks.

Details of the other twelve corridors will be published for public review in early 2019. Below 
is a list of the corridors and the proposed public consultation phasing.

Written submissions and observations on the four corridors may be made:

Online: 
Through the online form in the “Public Consultation” section of the Core Bus Corridor page on the  
website www.busconnects.ie

Cluain Ghrífín go Lár na Cathrach

Sord go Lár na Cathrach

Cluain Ghrífín go Baile Bhlainséir

Leamhcán go Lár na Cathrach

Clongriffin to City Centre

Swords to City Centre

Blanchardstown to City Centre

Lucan to City Centre

Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Lár mhí Eanáir go deireadh mhí na Márta 2019

Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Lár mhí na Feabhra go deireadh mhí Aibreáin 2019

Gleann na Life go Lár na Cathrach Baile Munna go Lár na Cathrach
Cluain Dolcáin go Droimeanach Fionnghlas go Baile Phib
Na Glaschnoic go Lár na Cathrach Bré go Lár na Cathrach
Tamhlacht go Tír an Iúir An Charraig Dhubh go Muirfin
Camaigh go Lár na Cathrach UCD Droichead na Dothra go Lár na Cathrach
Ráth Fearnáin go Lár na Cathrach An Rinn go Lár na Cathrach

Public Consultation Dates:  
Mid – January to End March 2019

Public Consultation Dates:  
Mid – February to End April 2019

Liffey Valley to City Centre Ballymun to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh Finglas to Phibsborough
Greenhills to City Centre Bray to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure Blackrock to Merrion
Kimmage to City Centre UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Rathfarnham to City Centre Ringsend to City Centre

Tríd an bpost chuig:
Tionscadal na gConairí Bus Lárnacha
An tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair
Dun Sceine
Lána Fhearchair
Baile Átha Cliath 2
D02 WT20

Ar an r-phost chuig:
cbc@busconnects.ie

By post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project
National Transport Authority
Dun Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Public Consultation 
Comhairliúchán Poiblí do Chonairí Bus Lárnacha BusConnects

By email to:

cbc@busconnects.ie
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 1 Fact Sheet:

 

 

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project 

Public Consultation Key Facts 

Background 

• Population in the Dublin region is due to grow by 25% by 2040, bringing it to almost 1.55m. 
• Bus is the proven solution and main form of public transport across Dublin with 67% of public 

transport journeys each day made by bus. 
• Cars only account for 30% of travel into the city centre each day. 
• Bus carries x3 and x4 the number of people who travel on Luas or Dart and commuter rail. 
• Commuting to work by bicycle has increased by 43% since 2011. 

 

Core Bus Corridors Project 

• 230kms of continuous bus priority and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors 
in Dublin. 

• Delivery of journey time savings of up to 40-50% on each corridor. 
• On the four corridors unveiled today, annual passenger growth in Dublin Bus services has 

increased by up to 14% in the years 2015 to 2017.  
• Yet bus lanes account for only in place for one-third of corridors. 

 

Phase One Facts 

Route No. of 
Properties 
Impacted 

No. of on 
parking 
space 
being 
removed  

No. of 
roadside 
trees 
being 
removed 

Route 
length 

Cycle 
lane 
length 

Current 
bus 
journey 
time 

BusConnects 
journey time 

Future bus 
journey time 
without 
BusConnects 

Clongriffin 120 31 100 10km 6km Up to 65 
mins 

30-35 mins 85+ mins 

Swords 110 101 170 12km 12km Up to 71 
mins 

40 mins 80+ mins 

Blanchardstown 100 87 200 8km 8km Up to 65 
mins 

25-30 mins 80+ mins 

Lucan 15 13 44 10km 5km Up to 50 
mins 

30-35 mins 60+ mins 

  

Phase Two & Phase Three 

Phase Two Public Consultation Dates: Mid-January 
to End March 2019 

Phase Three Public Consultation Dates: Mid-
February to End April 2019 

Liffey Valley to City Centre Ballymun to City Centre 
Clondalkin to Drimnagh Finglas to Phibsborough 
Greenhills to City Centre Bray to City Centre 
Tallaght to Terenure Blackrock to Merrion 
Kimmage to City Centre UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre 
Rathfarnham to City Centre Ringsend to City Centre  

 

 

 

CONT.
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Buses & Annual Bus Passenger Journeys per Corridor 

Corridor  Dublin Bus Routes Annual 
Patronage 
2017* 

% Growth 
from 2014-
2017 

Blanchardstown 37,38,38a,38b,39,39a,39n,39x,70,70n,270 Approx.11m 15% 
Lucan 25,25a,25b,25d,25n,25x,26,66,66a,66b,66n,66x,67,67

n,67x 
Approx.8.5m 14% 

Clongriffin 14,15,27,27a,27b,27x,29a,29n,31,31a,31b,31n,32,32x,
42,42n,43,130 

Approx.22m 16% 

Swords 1,16,33,33d,33n,41,41b,41c,41n,41x,44,11,13 Approx.19m 11% 
Total  Approx. 61.2m 14% 

*Dublin Bus passengers only. Other bus services also operate on these corridors.  

Possible Costs: 

Phase One Corridor Estimated Cost  Phase  One Corridor  Estimated Cost  
Clongriffin to City 
Centre 

€100m to €150m  Blanchardstown to 
City Centre 

€120m to €170m  

Swords to City Centre €100m to €150m  Lucan to City Centre €80m to €120m  
 

Mitigation Efforts 

• Where lands are being acquired, the NTA will ensure new landscaping and replanting of 
gardens, reinstatement of driveways and as well as providing compensation for the garden 
and driveway portion loss and disruption. 

• Where private and public walls or fencing or removed, we will rebuild and replace.  

• Where there is a loss of on-street parking and loading facilities, we will seek to provide, where 
feasible, alternative arrangements close by.  

• Where trees are removed we will put in place a comprehensive replanting programme 
replacing more trees that we move. The programme will largely use mature or semi-mature 
ready-grown trees, and where it is feasible, plant them as close as possible to the original 
locations.  

• We intend to create attractive local environments at key urban centres along the routes, with 
the provision of attractive landscaping, lighting, seating and other features.  

Process of Engagement  

• The NTA believes a step-by-step process of engagement is the best approach to take in 
delivering the Core Bus Corridors project. 

• All property owners potentially affected by today’s announcement have been notified by post 
and a one-to-one meeting is being offered with each of those impacted. 

• Today marks the beginning of a dialogue with those potentially impacted which will continue 
into 2019 and throughout the project.  

• Planning approval from An Bord Pleanála will be required for this project and for the 
acquisition of garden portions. That planning application will only be made in 2020.  

CONT.
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• The NTA will also establish a Community Forum for each corridor where there will be an 
opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public 
Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged during the public 
consultation process. 

• A series of public consultation meetings will be held in venues along the four corridors – details 
of which can be found on the BusConnects website. 

• Written submissions and observations on the four corridors announced today may be made: 

o Online at: www.busconnects.ie;  

o Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02 
WT20; 

o By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie.  
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Public Representative Correspondence regarding public 
information event on 26 March 2019 in the Talbot Hotel, 
Stillorgan and the Community Forum on 08 April 2019  
in the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan:

Public Representative Correspondence regarding the 
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community 
Forum on 11 Dec 2018 in the Hilton Hotel: 

Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information & Community Forum Events

CONT.

From: cbc  
Sent: Monday 11 March 2019 11:43
Subject: BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information & Community Forum Events

Dear Public Representative,

Last year, the NTA announced details of the public consultation process in 

respect of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project which involves the 
implementation of continuous bus lanes along 16 key radial bus corridors around 
Dublin. As you may recall, the process has been broken up into three separate 
phases. 

Phase 1 began in November of last year with the publication of the initial 
proposals for the following corridors with community forums and public 
information events for all corridors being established. 

• Clongriffin to City Centre

• Swords to City Centre

• Blanchardstown to City Centre

• Lucan to City Centre

Phase 2 was launched on 23rd January. This phase contains the following 
corridors with community forums and public information events for all corridors 
being established.
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Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information & Community Forum Events

CONT.

• Liffey Valley to City Centre; 

• Clondalkin to Drimnagh; 

• Greenhills to City Centre; 

• Tallaght to Terenure;

• Kimmage to City Centre;

• Rathfarnham to City Centre.

Phase 3 was launched on the 28th February. This phase contains the following 
corridors and the NTA are now establishing Public Information Events and 
Community Forums:

• Ballymun to City Centre;

• Finglas to Phibsborough;

• Bray to City Centre;

• Blackrock to Merrion;

• UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre;

• Ringsend to City Centre.

Membership of the Community Forum comprises of a single representative 
from resident and community associations, disability and special interest 
groups and business organisations within each corridor, along with local public 
representatives. 
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Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information & Community Forum Events

As places are limited, only one representative per group can be accepted. 
We would ask all public representatives to make residents associations and 
community groups within their area aware of the Community Forum and 
pre-register as a Forum member by emailing the name and contact details of 
its representative to BusConnects at cbc@busconnects.ie in advance of the 
meeting.

CBC Phase 3 Public Information Events

 
ROUTE CORRIDOR VENUE DATE TIME

13 Bray to City 
Centre

Talbot Hotel Stillorgan 
(Park Hotel)Stillorgan 

Road, Blackrock, 
Dublin, A94 V6K5, 

Tuesday 
26th March 15:00 – 20:00

14/15

UCD Ballsbridge 
to City Centre 
/ Blackrock to 

Merrion

Clayton Burlington 
Hotel, Leeson Street 
Upper, Dublin, D04 

A318

Wednesday 
27th March 15:00 – 20:00

16 Ringsend to City 
Centre

The Convention Centre, 
Spencer Dock, N Wall 

Quay, North Wall, 
Dublin 1, D01 T1W6

Monday 1st 
April 15:00 – 20:00

3/4
Ballymun to City 
Centre / Finglas 
to Phibsborough

Ballymun Axis 
Arts Centre, Main 

Street,Dublin 9, D09 
Y9W0

Wednesday 
3rd April 15:00 - 20:00

CONT.
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Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information & Community Forum Events

Community Forum Events

ROUTE CORRIDOR VENUE DATE TIME

13 Bray to City 
Centre

Talbot Hotel Stillorgan 
(Park Hotel), Stillorgan 

Road, Blackrock, 
Dublin, A94 V6K5,

Monday 8th 
April 18:30 – 20:00

3/4
Ballymum to City 
Centre / Finglas 
to Phibsborough

Ballymum Axis 
Arts Centre, Main 

Street,Dublin 9, D09 
Y9W0

Wednesday 
10th April 18:30 – 20:00

14/15

UCD Ballsbridge 
to City Centre /

Blackrock to 
Merrion

Clayton Burlington 
Hotel, Leeson Street 
Upper, Dublin, D04 

A318

Tuesday 16th 
April 18:30 – 20:00

16 Ringsend to City 
Centre

The Convention Centre, 
Spencer Dock, N Wall 

Quay, North Wall, 
Dublin 1, D01 T1W6

Thursday 
18th April 18:30 – 20:00

Yours sincerely,
Bus Connects Team

Dún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Public Representative Correspondence regarding the extension 
to the closing date of the public consultation for Phase 3:

Public Representative Correspondence regarding the 
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community 
Forum on 11 Dec 2018 in the Hilton Hotel: 

Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Consultation

From: cbc  
Sent: Wednesday 13 March 2019 13:36
Subject: BusConnects Phase 3 Public Consultation

Dear Public Representative, 

The public consultation for Phase 3 is on-going and further to requests, the 

closing date has been extended to the 31st of May 2019. 

We are seeking submissions and observations for the following Phase 3 
corridors:

• Ballymun to City Centre

• Finglas to Phibsborough

• Bray to City Centre

• UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre

• Blackrock to Merrion

• Ringsend to City Centre

Further details about the Core Bus Corridor public consultation can be found 

on our website: https://www.busconnects.ie/initiatives/core-bus-corridor-
public-consultation/

Yours sincerely,

Bus Connects Team

Dún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information Events Starting This Week REMINDER

From: cbc  
Sent: Tuesday 26 March 2019 16:36
Subject: BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information Events Starting This Week REMINDER

Dear Public Representative,

Last year, the NTA announced details of the public consultation process in respect of the 
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project which involves the implementation of continuous 
bus lanes along 16 key radial bus corridors around Dublin. As you may recall, the process 
has been broken up into three separate phases. 

Phase 3 was launched on the 28th February. This phase contains the following corridors 
and the NTA have established Public Information Events for each corridor: 

• Ballymun to City Centre;

• Finglas to Phibsborough;

• Bray to City Centre;

• Blackrock to Merrion;

• UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre;

• Ringsend to City Centre.

Please note below the Public Information Events which have started this week and are due 
to conclude on 24th April.

Public Representative Correspondence regarding the 
upcoming public information events:

CONT.
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CBC Phase 3 Public Information Events

ROUTE CORRIDOR VENUE DATE TIME

13 Bray to City 
Centre

Talbot Hotel Stillorgan 
(Park Hotel) Stillorgan 

Road, Blackrock, 
Dublin, A94 V6K5,

Tuesday 
26th March 15:00 – 20:00

14/15

UCD Ballsbridge 
to City Centre 
/ Blackrock to 

Merrion

Clayton Burlington 
Hotel, Leeson Street 
Upper, Dublin, D04 

A318

Wednesday 
27th March 15:00 – 20:00

16 Ringsend to City 
Centre

The Convention Centre, 
Spencer Dock, N Wall 

Quay, North Wall, 
Dublin 1, D01 T1W6

Monday 1st 
April 15:00 – 20:00

3/4
Ballymun to City 
Centre / Finglas 
to Phibsborough

Ballymun Axis 
Arts Centre, Main 

Street,Dublin 9, D09 
Y9W0

Wednesday 
3rd April 15:00 – 20:00

3/4/13/ 
14/15/16 All 6 Combined The Gresham Hotel, 

Upper O’Connell St.
Wednesday 
24th April 14:00 – 20:00

Kind Regards,

Bus Connects Team

Dún Scéine, Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2. D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Local Public Representatives  

BusConnects Phase 3 Public Information Events Starting This Week REMINDER

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme Appendix

221



Public Representative Correspondence regarding the 
upcoming public information events

Local Public Representatives  

Reminder: BusConnects Public Information Event for All Phase 3 Corrdiors

From: cbc  
Sent: Tuesday 23 April 2019 11:45
Subject: Reminder: BusConnects Public Information Event for All Phase 3 
Corrdiors

Dear Public Representative,

Please note that a Public Information event for all Phase 3 corridors is taking 
place tomorrow, Wednesday 24th April, from 14.00-20.00 in The Gresham 
Hotel, Upper O’Connell Street. 

Phase 3 Corridors

Route 3: Ballymun to City Centre

Route 4: Finglas to Phibsborough

Route 13: Bray to City Centre

Route 14: UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre

Route 15: Blackrock to Merrion 

Route 16: Ringsend to City Centre 

ROUTE CORRIDOR VENUE DATE TIME
3/4/13/ 
14/15/16

All 6 Combined Public 
Information Event

The Gresham Hotel, Upper 
O’Connell St.

Wednesday 
24th April

14:00 – 
20:00

This is an open event. All are welcome to attend. 

Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Team

Dún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Public Consultation Information Events

3.

3C
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 3 January 2019  DUBLIN GAZETTE  17

REBECCA RYAN

One of ‘Ava’s’ pics from her @avavanroseofficial account

PEOPLE | DUB ON HIT SHOW

.

Press Ad: 
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 DATE:  

Area of Interest 

 Your Comments 

Public Consultation Information Event Comment Sheet:
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DÁTA:   

Ceantar Spéise 

 Do Thráchtanna 
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Community Forums & Associated Materials

3.

3D
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From: cbc  
Sent: Friday 3 May 2019 11:29
Subject: Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report 8 April 2019
  
Dear Community Forum Member, 

Please find attached the Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum 
Report from the meeting which took place on Monday 8th April 2019 in the Talbot 
Hotel, Stillorgan. 

Kind Regards,
Bus Connects Team

Dún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Tel: + 353 (0)1 879 8300
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

Community Forum members

Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report 8 April 2019

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Correspondence with Community Forum Members  
regarding the Bray to City Centre Community Forum  
on 08 April 2019 in the Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan:
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BUSCONNECTS CORE BUS CORRIDORS PROJECT 
COMMUNITY FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. Membership of the Community Forum will comprise of two representatives 

from residents’/community associations, disability groups, special interest 

groups and business organisations on the corridor, along with local public 

representatives, together with personnel from the National Transport Authority 

(NTA).

2. Meetings of the Community Forum will be chaired by an independent 

chairperson.

3. The core objective of the Community Forum is to facilitate a two-way dialogue 

process between representatives of communities / groups and the NTA in 

relation to the Core Bus Corridor proposals.

4. It will enable information to be provided more directly by the NTA to the parties 

most impacted by the proposals.

5. It will allow concerns about the proposals to be raised by the participants and 

for the NTA to address and respond to those concerns.

6. It will allow constructive ideas and viable alternatives to be brought forward to 

improve the overall proposals.

7. It will assist in enabling the resolution of local issues within the proposals in a 

timely manner.

8. It will allow discussions and suggestions in relation to ideas for urban centre 

improvements that could be incorporated into the project.

BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors – Community Forum 
Terms of Reference
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03/06/2021

1

Community Forum 
for

Bray to City Centre Core Bus 
Corridor

Monday 8th April 2019

Introductions

CHAIRPERSON – SIMON NUGENT

HUGH CREEGAN – Deputy CEO, NTA

JOHN FLEMING – BusConnects Infrastructure Director

CON KEHELY– Senior Project Manager,BusConnects

AGENDA  

• Introduction

• Terms of Reference

• Overview of BusConnects

• Bray Emerging Preferred Route 

• Q&A’s

• Actions

FORUM OBJECTIVES &
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 Membership of the Community Forum will comprise of one representative 
from residents’/community associations, disability groups, special interest 
groups and business organisations on the corridor, along with local public 
representatives, together with personnel from the National Transport 
Authority (NTA).

 Meetings of the Community Forum will be chaired by an independent 
chairperson.

 The core objective of the Community Forum is to facilitate a two-way 
dialogue process between representatives of communities / groups and the 
NTA in relation to the Core Bus Corridor proposals.

FORUM OBJECTIVES &
TERMS OF REFERENCE cont’d

 It will enable information to be provided more directly by the NTA to the 
parties most impacted by the proposals.

 It will allow concerns about the proposals to be raised by the participants 
and for the NTA to address and respond to those concerns.

 It will allow constructive ideas and viable alternatives to be brought 
forward to improve the overall proposals.

 It will assist in enabling the resolution of local issues within the proposals 
in a timely manner.

 It will allow discussions and suggestions in relation to ideas for urban 
centre improvements that could be incorporated into the project.

Overview

6

Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community  
Forum Presentation – 8 April 2019
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03/06/2021

2

What’s the big picture?

The Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 sets 
out a framework to address the transport issues across the region.  
Three key projects:

 MetroLink – a metro between Swords and Sandyford, serving 
the airport and the city centre;

 Dart Expansion Programme - which will see the 
implementation of high-frequency Dart services on the 
Northern Line, the Kildare Line and the Maynooth Line; and

 BusConnects Dublin – a programme of projects to make the bus system better, 
faster, more reliable and more useful to more people.

Currently the bus system carries 67% of all public transport passengers in Dublin, over 
three times the numbers carried by Luas and over four times the numbers carried by 
DART and commuter rail.   

Improving the bus system is essential to improving public transport in Dublin. 8

Core Bus Corridors
providing continuous 

bus priority

Simpler Fare 
Structure

New Bus 
Livery

Park & Ride 
facilities

Cashless 
Payment 
System

Redesign of 
Network of Bus 

Services 

State-of-the-
art Ticketing 

System

New Bus Stops
+ Shelters

Use of Low 
Emission 
Vehicles

BusConnects – Why we need it? 

• Address congestion 

• Enable population 
growth

• Allow economic growth

• Support  housing 
development

The Benefits it will bring:
For bus users 

 Time Savings:  Bus journey time 
savings of up to 40-50% 

 Reliability: Reliable and punctual bus 
services

 Capacity: Increased capacity to carry 
a 50% uplift on current 140 million 
passengers per year.   Faster journey  
times means the same bus fleet can 
operate more services.

The Benefits it will bring: 
For Cycling and Urban Centres

 Cycling: BusConnects is the single biggest 
cycling infrastructure plan in the history of 
the state – 200kms of cycle tracks/lanes 
will be provided. 

 Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan: 
Delivery of the BusConnects corridors will 
provide the foundation of the overall 
Greater Dublin Area cycle network plan.

 Improved urban centres: BusConnects 
offers the opportunity to enhance some 
local centres and provide additional 
landscaping plus outdoor amenities at 
suitable local centres as part of the 
project.

200kms of cycle track/lanes 
to be provided

Core Bus Corridors
(Bus Lanes)

12
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Phased approach for publication and 
consultation 

 4 corridors shown 
in green 
published on 14th

November

 6 corridors shown 
in blue published 
on 23rd January

 Final 6 corridors 
in red published 
26th February

Slide 13

Target Road Layout

However, Dublin’s roads and streets make it challenging to deliver this layout.  

To achieve dedicated bus lanes & cycle tracks requires difficult decisions, including: 
 Loss of portions of gardens and driveways
 Traffic changes 
 Reduction of on-street parking 
 Removal of trees 

Mitigation measures will include rebuilt walls/driveways/gardens, payment of compensation, 
a major tree planting programme and public realm improvements at key local centres

Slide 14

Bray to City Centre 
Core Bus Corridor

15
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Consultation Details

 Website: The Public Consultation document and other details are available on our 
website www.busconnects.ie

 Submissions - Written submissions and observations may be made:
Online at: www.busconnects.ie
Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2
By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie. 

 Closing date for submissions Friday 31st May 2019.
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Bray to City Centre  

Core Bus Corridor 

Community Forum Report 
Date:  Mon 8th April 2019                              Location: Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan  

Meeting Number:   1                                      Chairperson: Simon Nugent 

NTA Participants: Hugh Creegan; John Fleming; Con Kehely.  

Attendees (signed in):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arran Bolger Dublin Cycling Campaign 
John  Brady SSV 
Rob  Cumiskey Shankill Against BusConnects 
Chris  Daly Shankill Tidy Towns Committee  
Janet  Dillon Stonebridge Close Residents Association  
Majella  Dwyer Old Conna Wood Residents Association 
Luach  Hardiman  Eoghan Murphy TD Rep 
Stephen  Higgins  Clonskeagh Residents Association 
Patricia  Kersey SKAN Shankhill 
Patricia  Kersey Shankill Area Community Newsletter 
Cllr Jim Kildea Public Rep  
Dr Ina  Knerr Corbawn Wood, Shankill  
Diarmuid  McAree Crann - Trees for Ireland & Corbawn Grove,Shankill 
Eoin McBennett Shankill Tidy Towns 
Kim  Mokha Crinken Glen, Shankill  
Mary  Moore Stonebridge Close Residents Association  
Katie  Moore Stonebridge Close Residents Association  
Paula  Morgan Stonebridge Close Residents Association  
Stephen  Murphy Brennanstown Residents Association 
David  O'Connor 

 Sara  O'Kane Olcovar Residents, Shankill.  
Sarah  Polley SSV  
Jeanne  Riou 

 Gerry  Ryan Corbawn Area Residents Association (CARA) 
Carol  Scott Seaview Park, Shankill 
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Topics discussed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alternative Route 2A.  
 Continuity of cycling route. 
 Traffic flow & road capacity.  
 Submission & consultation process. 
 Statutory process and timeline.  
 CPO process.  
 Interaction with bus network redesign including services and routes. 
 Interaction with bus services. 
 Impact on Shankill Village.  
 Extent of time savings from project.   
 Mobility issues & vulnerable users.  
 Loss of on-street parking in Shankill. 
 Car parking alternatives.  
 Park and ride facilities.  
 Tree removal and replanting programme.  
 Streetscape improvements.  
 Interface between buses and cyclists.  
 Project budget.  
 Pedestrian crossings & pedestrian lighting. 
 Proposed street layout & footpath width. 
 Traffic impact on local business.   
 Property devaluation. 
 Consultation with DLRCC. 
 Corbawn Lane closure.  
 Pollution monitoring. 
 Bus stops in laybys.  
 Cycle tracks on Nassau Street/Kildare Street.  
 Bus stops at Cabinteeley. 
 Cycle safety & children safety. 
 Old Bray Road to M11. 
 Stonebridge Close. 
 Donnybrook pinch-point. 
 Traffic impact on local business. 
 Orbital Routes.  
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Actions (NTA):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of next meeting:  

 

 

 To review overall scheme design. 
 To review overall cycling route.  
 To review traffic movements and traffic impacts.  
 To review pedestrian arrangements.  

 
All above actions for delivery as part of next design stage of project.   
 

 To arrange a meeting with a smaller delegation representing Shankill to explore 
the potential of alternative arrangements for Shankill section.  

 

 

 

 

 

Date to be confirmed.  Registered forum members to be contacted in due course.      
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Potentially Impacted  
Properties Engagement

3.

3E
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(Name & Address) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date: 9th November 2018 
 Ref:   
  

Re: BusConnects  
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Project 

 

Dear Property Owner / Occupier, 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin 
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus 
will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable.   It will enable more people to travel by 
bus than ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys. 

From the perspective of public transport, congestion is a major problem. On the busiest bus routes, 
bus lanes are only in place for less than one third of the corridor. This means that for most of the 
journey, buses are competing for space with general traffic and so are also affected by the increasing 
levels of congestion.  

A key part of the BusConnects programme is the development of “Core Bus Corridors”, effectively 
the delivery of continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city.  Sixteen corridors are 
included in BusConnects Dublin.   

Initial work has been undertaken on these corridors to identify an Emerging Preferred Route for 
each corridor.  The Emerging Preferred Route is the proposal which, subject to a public consultation 
process, is considered to offer the best solution to improve the bus and cycle network. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the Emerging Preferred 
Scheme for the  to City Centre Core Bus Corridor may impact on part of your property.  An 
extract from a layout map showing an indicative layout of the scheme in the vicinity of your property 
is attached.  The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle lanes and footpaths will be. Areas 
where land may be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.

Template of Letter issued to potentially impacted 
property owners:
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A complete public consultation document, which contains all of the relevant maps for this corridor, 
will be sent to you next week. 

We do wish to reiterate that these are proposals only which are not fixed or finalised.  They will be 
published in full shortly to get public feedback in relation to them.  No decisions have been made to 
proceed with these proposals, and none would be taken until we have concluded the consultation 
process.    

Any decision to proceed with this overall project would be subject to a statutory planning process, 
which would involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanala.  That planning 
application would not be made before 2020.   If any garden portion or land was ultimately necessary 
to be acquired from your property, appropriate compensation would have to be paid in addition to 
the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, plus landscaping works to the 
residual area.  

The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals.  That 
would give us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for 
you and what the next steps will be over the coming months and years.  If you wish to avail of this 
meeting please call 1800 303 653 to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

BusConnects Dublin,  

National Transport Authority 
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Website & Digital Resources

3.

3F
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Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors in English

Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors in Irish

Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors text only/HTML files

Easy read versions of all 16 Core Bus Corridor information brochures

Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors - audio files

Information on public consultation public information events

How the project will progress pdf

Timeline for the Core Bus Corridors pdf

Bus v car illustration

Online feedback form

Detailed map of 16 Core Bus Corridors with breakdown of dates for phases of public consultation for round 1 

Potentially impacted land web forms for queries

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers about the Core Bus Corridor project

Before and after artists impressions of the Core Bus Corridors

Guide to compulsory purchase orders pdf

Statistics on Buses & Annual Bus Passenger Journeys per Core Bus Corridor

Bus interchange examples of Hood Street in Liverpool pdfs

Illustration of a typical residential street under BusConnects

Optimum road layout visual

Community engagement page

Community forum locations and dates

Terms of reference for community forums

Buses, cars, people video

What are the benefits of BusConnects pdf

Interactive map of the 16 core bus corridors

Various news stories in the news section of the website giving updates on the Core Bus Corridors

Community information events schedule

Presentations from Community Forum meetings

Background Documents - BusConnects Dublin Bus Corridor Project June 2018

Tionscadal Conaire Bus BusConnects Bhus Átha Cliath Meitheamh 2018

Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round of Non-
Statutory Public Consultation (14th November 2018 – 
31st May 2019) Website & Published Material: 
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Technical Reports:

Route Selection Reports

Concept Design Drawings

Technical Notes on Junctions

Junction modelling reports

Route Options Assessment Reports

Options assessment environmental Assessment Reports

Environmental Assessment Reports

BRT PC Drawings

CBC Feasibility and Options Assessments

Core Bus Corridor Drawings

Preliminary Safety Health Plan

Route options reports

Feasibility reports 

Bus Corridor Maps

General Layouts

Desktop Safety Reviews

Feasibility and Options Assessment Drawings

Land acquisition reports

Architectural overviews

Alternative Route Maps

Road safety audit designers comments

Problem identification reports

Parking survey report

Early indication reports

Scheme impact reviews
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Social Media Posts: 

Twitter Twitter
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Social Media Posts: 

Existing

Potential

Illustration of typical residential street
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Existing

Potential

Illustration of typical neighbourhood street

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor SchemeAppendix

262



Phases Map

Radial Core Bus Corridors 
Emerging Preferred 
Routes Phases

Phase 1: 
14th November 2018  
to 29th March 2019

1. Clongri�n to City Centre
2. Swords to City Centre
5. Blanchardstown to City Centre
6. Lucan to City Centre

Phase 2: 
23rd January 2019 
to 30th April 2019

7. Li�ey Valley to City Centre
8. Clondalkin to Drimnagh
9. Greenhills to City Centre
10. Tallaght to Terenure
11. Kimmage to City Centre
12. Rathfarnham to City Centre

Phase 3: 
Mid-February 2019 
to End April 2019

3. Ballymun to City Centre
4. Finglas to Phibsborough
13. Bray to City Centre
14. UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
15. Blackrock to Merrion
16. Ringsend to City Centre
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Press Release & Media Engagement

3.

3G
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Press Release issued 26th February 2019:

PRESS  
RELEASE 
NTA LAUNCHES 
PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 
ON THIRD & 
LAST PHASE 
OF THE CORE 
BUS CORRIDOR 
PROJECT
26th February 2019 – The 
National Transport Authority has 
today announced details of the 
third phase of the BusConnects 
Core Bus Corridor project with 
the unveiling of the final six of the 
sixteen routes that are earmarked 
for development. 

The aim of BusConnects is to 
transform Dublin’s bus system, 
with the Core Bus Corridor project 
providing 230kms of dedicated 
bus lanes and 200km of cycle 
lanes on sixteen of the busiest bus 
corridors in and out of the city 
centre. This project is fundamental 
to addressing the congestion issues 
in the Dublin region with the 
population due to grow by 25% by 
2040, bringing it to almost 1.55m. 

Bus services provide the main 
form of public transport across 
Dublin with 67% of public 
transport journeys each day made 

by bus. The level of commuting to 
work by bicycle has also increased 
by 43% since 2011 and the need for 
better and safer cycling facilities 
will be provided through the 
rollout of the Core Bus Corridor 
project.  

The first phase of the public 
consultations commenced in 
November 2018 with the second 
phase started in January 2019. The 
latest public consultation for phase 
three is commencing today on the 
Emerging Preferred Routes for the 
following six corridors: 

	Ĥ Ballymun to the City Centre 
(Option A & B)

	Ĥ Finglas to Phibsborough

	Ĥ Bray to the City Centre

	Ĥ UCD Ballsbridge to the City 
Centre

	Ĥ Blackrock to Merrion

	Ĥ Ringsend to the City Centre

All property owners potentially 
affected by today’s announcement 
have been notified by post with 
one-to-one meetings being offered 
in the coming weeks with those 
potentially impacted. The public 
consultation will run until the 30th 
April 2019.  

On the six corridors announced 
today, annual passenger growth in 
Dublin Bus services has increased 
by 18% in the period 2015 to 

2018. However, the millions of 
passenger journeys taking place on 
each of these corridors are facing 
increasing congestion with delays 
being frequently experienced by 
commuters. 

In launching the public 
consultation, Anne Graham, 
CEO of the NTA said: “Today 
marks the launch of the last in 
a three-step process of public 
consultation with the details of the 
Emerging Preferred Routes being 
unveiled for the final six Core Bus 
Corridors. 

“In recent days, the NTA has 
notified the up to 390 property 
owners along the final six routes 
who may be potentially affected 
by the Emerging Preferred Routes 
and offered one-to-one meetings 
to discuss the proposals and 
listen directly to their feedback. 
We would also encourage 
property owners to engage in 
the consultation process that is 
underway until the 30th th April so 
we can look at the issues they wish 
to see addressed.

“Throughout the development of 
this project, we are committed 
to deepening engagement with 
communities along each of the 
sixteen routes and the up to 1,470 
property owners potentially 
impacted by the project. That is 
why we have been holding public 
information events in recent weeks 
and will hold similar such events 
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for phase 3 in the next two months. 

“It has been encouraging to see 
the high level of engagement that 
we have witnessed as part of the 
consultation process. Through 
feedback and observations, 
we have already suggested a 
number of solutions including an 
alternative layout at Santry on the 
Swords to City Centre route.

“At the NTA, we are eager to 
hear the concerns of all those 
potentially impacted and ensure 
they are updated at every step 
of the project. The Community 
Forums rolled out in recent 
weeks allow a continuous two-
way dialogue with community 
leaders, residents’ associations, 
special interest groups and public 
representatives. The dates of the 
forums for phase three corridors 
will be finalised very shortly. 

“With the city due to grow by 
25% and congestion one of the 
most significant challenges 
facing the Dublin region, the 
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor 
project is needed now more than 
ever. Through the development 
of continuous bus priority and 
segregated cycle lanes we can 
meet the growing demand for fast, 
reliable, punctual and convenient 
bus journeys in and out of the city 
centre, and safe cycling facilities 
for the growing numbers of 
cyclists.”

ENDS

For media queries, please 
contact:

Grainne Mackin, NTA –  
Tel: 087-6216100 / grainne.
mackin@nationaltransport.ie 

Paul Nallon, Q4PR –  
Tel: 086-8694041 / paul@q4pr.ie
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 3 Fact Sheet:

 

 
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project – Phase Three 

 Public Consultation Key Facts 
 
Background  
 
• Population in the Dublin region is due to grow by 25% by 2040, bringing it to almost 1.55m. 
• Bus is the proven solution and main form of public transport across Dublin with 67% of 

public transport journeys each day made by bus. 
• Cars only account for 30% of travel into the city centre each day. 
• Bus carries three and four times the number of people who travel on Luas or Dart and 

commuter rail. 
• Commuting to work by bicycle has increased by 43% since 2011. 
• Over 141.3 million passengers used the Dublin Bus and Go-Ahead services in Dublin in 2018, 

representing an increase of 4% over 2017.  
 
 
Core Bus Corridors Project 
 
• 230kms of continuous bus priority and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest 

corridors in Dublin. 
• Delivery of journey time savings of up to 40-50% on each corridor. 
• Annual passenger growth in Dublin Bus services on the next six corridors unveiled today has 

increased by up to 18% in the years 2015 to 2018.  
• Overall the current bus system has dedicated bus lanes for only one-third of the route lengths. 

 
Phase Three Facts 
 
The public consultation for Phase Three has now commenced and submissions can be made until 
Tuesday, 30th April 2019.  

 
Corridor No. 

Properties 
Impacted 

No. 
Parking 
spaces 
being 

removed 

No. 
roadside 

trees 
being 

removed 

Route 
length 

New 
cycle 
lane 

length 

Current bus 
journey 

time 

BusConnects 
journey time 

Future bus 
journey time 
without Bus-

Connects 

Ballymun to 
City Centre 
(Option A) 

34 46 40 6km 5.5km 
Up to 45 

mins 
20-25 mins 55 mins +  

Ballymun to 
City Centre 
(Option B) 

80 48 140 6km 7.5km 
Up to 45 

mins 
20-25 mins 55 mins + 

Finglas to 
Phibsborough 

24 13 130 4km 4km 
Up to 17 

mins 
12 mins 25 mins + 

Bray to City 
Centre 

166 8 330 13km 14km 
Up to 55 

mins 
40-45 mins 70 mins + 

UCD 
Ballsbridge 

to City 
Centre 

67 94 160 4km 4km 
Up to 35 

mins 
14-15 mins 45 mins+ 

Blackrock to 
Merrion 

51 33 25 4km 4km 
Up to 30 

mins 
13-15 mins 40 mins + 

Ringsend to 
City Centre 2 55 40 5km 6.5km 

Up to 35 
mins 

15-18 mins 45 mins + 
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 3 Fact Sheet:

Page 2 of 3 
 

Phase Three – Bus Services & Annual Patronage per Corridor* 
 

  Annual Patronage Average Daily Patronage 
% 

Grow
th 

Corridor Routes 2015 2016 2017 2018 2015 2016 2017 2018 
2015 

- 
2018 

Ballymun to 
City Centre 

4, 9, 11, 13, 
17a, 42d, 40d, 
83, 140, 220 

17.5m 18.4m 19.9m 20.5m 47,837 50,298 54,494 56,288 18% 

Finglas to 
Phibsborough 

40, 40b, 40d, 
140 

8.4m 
 8.6m 9.6m 10.1m 22,877 23,695 26,226 27,565 20% 

Bray to City 
Centre 

7b, 7d, 25x, 
32x, 39, 39a, 

41x, 45a, 46a, 
46e, 46n, 47, 
51x, 66x, 67x, 
75, 77x, 84, 

84a, 84n, 84x, 
116, 118, 145 

21.1m 22m 23.6m 23.6m 57,802 60,153 64,559 64,743 12% 

UCD 
Ballsbridge 

to City 
Centre 

18, 27x, 4, 7, 
7a ,7n 7m 7.2m 7.8m 8.2m 19,222 19,862 21,503 22,405 17% 

Blackrock to 
Merrion 

4, 7, 7a, 7n, 8 5.7m 5.9m 6.3m 6.5m 15,745 16,195 17,339 17,934 14% 

Ringsend to 
City Centre 

1, 33d, 33x, 
41x, 142, 151 3.5m 3.6m 3.9m 4.4m 9,574 9,929 10,747 12,178 27% 

*Dublin Bus passengers only. Other bus services also operate on these corridors. 
 
Additional Notes: 
 
Phase One 
The public consultation for Phase One of the first four corridors commenced in November 2018 and 
further to requests the closing date for submissions is Friday, 29th March 2019.  
 

Phase One – Core Bus Corridor Routes  
 
 Clongriffin to City Centre 
Swords to City Centre 
Blanchardstown to City Centre 
Lucan to City Centre 

 
Phase Two  
The public consultation for Phase Two featuring six additional corridors commenced in January 
2019 and closes on Tuesday 30th April 2019.  
 

Phase Two – Core Bus Corridor Routes  

Liffey Valley to City Centre 
Clondalkin to Drimnagh 
Greenhills to City Centre 
Tallaght to Terenure 

CONT.
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 3 Fact Sheet:

Page 3 of 3 
 

Kimmage to City Centre 
Rathfarnham to City Centre  

 
Details of all the corridors and submissions dates for respective phases can be found on 
www.busconnects.ie.   
 
Mitigation Efforts 

• Where lands are being acquired, the NTA will ensure new landscaping and replanting 
of gardens, reinstatement of driveways as well as providing compensation for the 
garden and driveway portion loss and disruption. 

• Where private and public walls or fencing are removed, we will rebuild and replace. 

• Where there is a loss of on-street parking and loading facilities, we will seek to 
provide, where feasible, alternative arrangements close by. 

• Where trees are removed, we will put in place a comprehensive replanting 
programme replacing more trees than removed. The programme will largely use mature 
or semi-mature ready-grown trees, and where it is feasible, plant them as close as 
possible to the original locations. 

• We intend to create attractive local environments at key urban centres along the 
routes, with the provision of attractive landscaping, lighting, seating and other features. 

 
Process of Engagement 
 

• The NTA believes a step-by-step process of engagement is the best approach to 
take in delivering the Core Bus Corridors project. 

• All property owners potentially affected by today’s announcement have been notified 
by post and a one-to-one meeting is being offered with each of those impacted. 

• Today marks the beginning of a dialogue with those potentially impacted which will 
continue during 2019 and throughout the project. 

• Planning approval from An Bord Pleanála will be required for this project and for the 
acquisition of garden portions. That planning application will be made in 2020. 

• The NTA has already established four Community Forums for Phase One corridors and six 
Community Forums for Phase Two corridors. These forums are an opportunity for a 
representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public Representatives 
and disability groups to get informed and engaged during the public consultation process. 
Interested groups can register by emailing cbc@busconnects.ie  

• A series of public consultation meetings will be held in venues along the final six corridors 
– details of which can be found on the BusConnects website in the coming days. 

• Written submissions and observations on the six corridors announced today may be made: 

Ø Online at: www.busconnects.ie; 

Ø Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 
2, D02 WT20; 

Ø By email to:  cbc@busconnects.ie. 
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Core Bus Corridors 
Project

Public Consultation 

14th November 2018 

1

What’s the big picture?

Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy

Ø BusConnects Dublin - is part of a 
major public transport 10-year 
investment programme. 

Ø Dart Expansion Programme -
which will see the implementation 
of high-frequency Dart services on 
the Northern Line, the Kildare Line, 
and the Maynooth Line.

Ø MetroLink – between Swords and 
Sandyford, serving the airport and 
the city centre.

2

BusConnects – Bringing Solutions 

3

BusConnects – Why we need it? 

• Address congestion 

• Enable population 
growth

• Allow economic 
growth

• Support  housing 

4

BusConnects – Why we need it? 

Ø Deliver safer cycling

Ø Build on sustainable 
transport trends

Ø Improve accessibility

Ø Reduce CO2 emissions

5

The Benefits it will bring 

Ø Time Savings:  Bus journey time savings 
of up to 40-50% 

Ø Reliability: Reliable and punctual bus 
services

Ø Bus Passenger growth – Continue to 
build on 17% growth over last 3 years 

Ø Capacity: Faster journey  times means 
the same bus fleet can operate more 
services

6

Press Briefing Presentation 
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The Benefits it will bring

Ø Cycling: BusConnects is the single 
biggest cycling infrastructure plan in 
the history of the state. 

Ø Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network 
Plan: This initiative forms the 
foundation of the overall Greater 
Dublin Area cycle network plan.

Ø Accessibility: Improved footpaths 
and pedestrian facilities to access bus 
stops.

Ø Improved urban centres: Additional 
landscaping and outdoor amenities 
for local areas will be included as part 
of the building and design.

7 8

Taking a phased approach for 
publication and consultation 

Ø Prioritise 
potentially 
impacted 
householders

Ø Allows us to 
dedicate 
significant 
resources to 
each corridor

9

Which corridors are first?  

Ø Clongriffin to City 
Centre

Ø Swords to City Centre

Ø Blanchardstown to City 
Centre

Ø Lucan to City Centre

10

• Approximate Number of Properties that 
may be Impacted: 120

• Approximate Number of On-Street Parking 
spaces that may be Removed: 31

• Approximate Number of Roadside Trees 
that may be Removed: 100

• Approximate Route Length: 10kms

• Approximate New Cycle Lane Length: 
6kms

• Current Bus Journey Time up to 65 mins

• BusConnects Journey Time: 30-35 mins

• Future Bus Journey Time without 
BusConnects: 85 mins +

Clongriffin to City Centre Corridor
Key Facts

11

Swords > City Centre
Key Facts

• Approximate Number of Properties 
that may be Impacted: 110

• Approximate Number of On-Street 
Parking spaces that may be Removed: 
101

• Approximate Number of Roadside 
Trees that may be Removed: 170

• Approximate Route Length: 12kms

• Approximate New Cycle Lane Length: 
12kms

• Current Bus Journey Time up to 71 
mins

• BusConnects Journey Time: 40 mins

• Future Bus Journey Time without 
BusConnects: 80 mins +

12
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Swords > City Centre
Key Facts

Key facts on previous slide.

13

Blanchardstown > City Centre
Key Facts

• Approximate Number of Properties that 
may be Impacted: 100

• Approximate Number of On-Street 
Parking Spaces that may be removed: 87

• Approximate Number of Roadside Trees 
that may be Removed: 200

• Approximate Route Length: 8kms

• Approximate New Cycle Lane Length: 
8kms

• Current Bus Journey Time up to 65 mins

• BusConnects Journey Time: 20-25 mins

• Future Bus Journey Time without 
BusConnects: 80 mins +

14

Lucan > City Centre
Key Facts

• Approximate Number of Properties that 
may be Impacted: 15

• Approximate Number of On-Street 
Parking Spaces that may be Removed: 13

• Approximate Number of Roadside Trees 
that may be Removed: 44

• Approximate Route Length: 10kms

• Approximate New Cycle Lane Length: 
5kms

• Current Bus Journey Time 50 mins

• BusConnects Journey Time: 30-35 mins

• Future Bus Journey Time without 
BusConnects: 60 mins +

15

The project is not without its 
challenges  

To achieve the dedicated bus lanes & cycle tracks for millions of bus passengers and 
tens of thousands of cyclists we have limited space to work with: 

Ø Potential loss of portions of gardens, gardens walls and fencing
Ø Traffic changes 
Ø Reduction of on-street parking 
Ø Removal of trees
Ø Road works 

16

How we will mitigate the impacts

Ø Impacted Property – appropriate compensation for any garden loss
Ø New landscaping and replanting of gardens
Ø Reinstatement of driveways 

17

How we will mitigate and improve

Ø Where private and public walls or fencing are removed, we will rebuild and replace. 

Ø Where trees are removed we will put in place a comprehensive replanting programme replacing more trees 
that we move. 

Ø We intend to create attractive local environments at key urban centres along the routes, with the provision of 
attractive landscaping, lighting, seating and other features. 

18
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How we will engage with general public?

Ø Property owners - All property owners potentially affected by today’s announcement have been 
notified by post and a one-to-one meeting is being offered with each of those impacted.

Ø Community Forum – The establishment of a community fourm for each corridor where there will be 
an opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public 
Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged during the public consultation 
process.

Ø Public Information Events - A series of public information meetings will be held in venues along the 
four corridors.

Ø Submissions - Written submissions and observations on the four corridors announced today may be 
made:

Online at: www.busconnects.ie; 
Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02 WT20;
By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie. 

19

Bus v Car

20

Media Plan:
The first round of Non – Statutory Public Consultation was run over 3 phases from November 

2018 to April 2019. We used press and digital.

National print titles were used to gain a broad reach. Regional print titles were used to support 

this and covered Dublin city and the Greater Dublin Area, including Wicklow.  

For Digital, we included Social, Display and Near Targeting. NEAR activity allows us to target 

users on mobile devices within specific geo-fenced areas. For Near we targeted busy commuter 

routes, all major hospitals, shopping centres and universities/colleges in Dublin city.

Press

x44 press ads across  
13 newspapers for Public  
consultation launch,  
Community Forum  
advertising and Public  
Information events  
advertising.

Advertising  
dates from 15th 
November 2018 
through to 28th 
March 2019

• The Irish Times
• Irish Independent
• Herald
• Dublin Gazette 
  (City, North, West & South)
• Dublin People
• Echo
   (Tallaght, Clondalkin)
• Wicklow Times  
   (North & South)
• Fingal Independent

Social/ 
Digital

Advertising  
dates from 15th 
November 2018 
through to 28th 
March 2019

The Journal, 
Twitter,  
Instagram,  
Facebook
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: 
First Round of Non-Statutory Public 
Consultation – 14th November 2018  
– 31st May 2019 

Advertising
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THE IRISH TIMES
Thursday, January 24, 2019 5

Is mórchlár infheistíochta é BusConnects chun feabhas a chur ar an iompar

poiblí i mBaile Átha Cliath. Is é is aidhm dó an córas bus reatha a leasú ó bhonn

trí chlár comhtháite 10 mbliana de ghníomhartha comhtháite chun córas bus ar

féidir brath air agus atá níos éifeachtúla agus níos fearr a chur ar fáil do níos mó

daoine.

Is é is aidhm do thionscadal na croí-chonaire bus ná 230 km de lánaí bus

tiomnaithe agus 200 km de raonta rothar a chur ar fáil ar 16 cinn de na conairí

is gnóthaí i mBaile Átha Cliath. Tá tús curtha ag an Údarás Náisiúnta Iompair le

comhairliúchán poiblí i ndáil leis na moltaí seo.

Reáchtálfar an comhairliúchán poiblí do na sé chroí-chonair bhus de réir a chéile.

Cuireadh tús le Céim 1 i Samhain 2018 agus tiocfaidh deireadh léi Dé hAoine, an 15

Feabhra 2019. Tá sonraí le fáil ar www.busconnects.ie

Tá tús curtha anois leis an gcomhairliúchán poiblí do chéim a dó agus tiocfaidh

deireadh leis Dé hAoine, an 29 Márta 2019. Táimid ag lorg aighneachtaí agus

tuairimí anois do na conairí seo a leanas:

Gleann na Life go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Cluain Dolcáin go dtí Droimeanach

Na Glaschnoic go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Tamhlacht go dtí Tír an Iúir

Camaigh go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Ráth Fearnáin go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Is féidir sonraí faoi na 6 chonair seo a íoslódáil ar an suíomh gréasáin www.

busconnects.ie nó is féidir iad a fháil ach glaoch ar Shaorfhón 1800 303 653.

Fóram Pobail – Bunóidh an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair Fóram Pobail do gach

conair áit a mbeidh deis ag ionadaí ó Chumainn Cónaitheoirí, ó Ghrúpaí Pobail

agus ó Ghrúpaí Leasmhara, agus ag Ionadaithe Poiblí, eolas a fháil agus a bheith

páirteach sa chomhairliúchán poiblí. Seol ríomhphost chuig cbc@busconnects.ie,

le do thoil, chun bheith páirteach.

Imeachtaí eolais an chomhairliúcháin phoiblí – Mar chuid den chomhairliúchán

poiblí, tionólfar sraith cruinnithe in ionaid ar na conairí seo. Beidh sonraí ina

dtaobh sin ar fáil ar an suíomh gréasáin agus i nuachtáin áitiúla sna seachtainí atá

amach romhainn.

Foilseofar sonraí faoi na sé chonair eile (Céim 3) le haghaidh athbhreithniú ag an

bpobal i lár mhí Feabhra. Tá liosta de na conairí thíos mar aon leis na dátaí atá

molta le haghaidh an chomhairliúcháin phoiblí do chéim 3.

Dátaí an Chomhairliúcháin Phoiblí: Lár mhí Feabhra go dtí deireadh mhí Aibreáin

2019

Baile Munna go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Fionnghlas go dtí Baile Phib

Bré go dtí Lár na Cathrach

COBÁC, Droichead na Dothra go dtí Lár na Cathrach

An Charraig Dhubh go dtí Muirfin

An Rinn go dtí Lár na Cathrach

BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in

Dublin. It aims to overhaul the current bus system through a 10 year integrated

programme of integrated actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better

bus system for more people.

The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and

200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin. The National

Transport Authority has commenced a public consultation in relation to these

proposals.

The public consultation for the sixteen core bus corridors will take place over a

phased basis. Phase 1 commenced in November 2018 and will conclude Friday

15th February 2019. Details can be found on www.busconnects.ie.

The public consultation for phase two has now commenced and will end Friday

29th March 2019. We are now seeking submissions and observations for the

following:

Liffey Valley to City Centre

Clondalkin to Drimnagh

Greenhills to City Centre

Tallaght to Terenure

Kimmage to City Centre

Rathfarnham to City Centre

Details of the proposals for these 6 corridors are available for download on the

website www.busconnects.ie or call Freefone 1800 303 653.

Community Forum - The NTA will establish a Community Forum for each

corridor where there will be an opportunity for a representative from Residents’

Associations, Community Groups, Public Representatives and Interested Groups

to get informed and engaged during the public consultation process.

Please email cbc@busconnects.ie to get involved.

Public Consultation Information events - A series of Public Consultation meetings

will be held in venues along these corridors. Details of these will be available on

the website and in local newspapers in the coming weeks.

Details of the remaining six corridors (Phase 3) will be published for public review

in mid February. Below is a list of the corridors and the proposed public

consultation phasing for phase 3.

Public Consultation Dates: Mid – February to End April 2019

Ballymun to City Centre

Finglas to Phibsborough

Bray to City Centre

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre

Blackrock to Merrion

Ringsend to City Centre

Croí-Chonair Bhus BusConnects
Comhairliúchán Poiblí

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Public Consultation

Is féidir aighneachtaí agus tuairimí i scríbhinn a chur isteach maidir leis na sé chonair:

Ar líne: Tríd an bhfoirm ar líne sa chuid “Public Consultation” ar leathanach na Croí-Chonaire Bus ar an suíomh
gréasáin www.busconnects.ie

Tríd an bpost chuig: Tionscadal na Croí-Chonaire Bus, An tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair, Dún Scéine, Lána Fhearchair,
Baile Átha Cliath 2. D02 WT20

Tríd an ríomhphost chuig: cbc@busconnects.ie

Written submissions and observations on the six corridors may be made:

Online: Through the online form in the “Public Consultation” section of the Core Bus Corridor page on the website
www.busconnects.ie

By post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, National Transport Authority, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2. D02 WT20

By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie

Press Advertisement published in the Irish Times 
– 24 January 2019: 
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Press Advertisement published in the Irish Times  
– 27 February 2019: 

Is mórchlár infheistíochta é
BusConnects chun feabhas a chur ar
an iompar poiblí i mBaile Átha Cliath.
Is é is aidhm dó an córas bus reatha a
leasú ó bhonn trí chlár comhtháite 10
mbliana de ghníomhartha comhtháite
chun córas bus ar féidir brath air agus
atá níos éifeachtúla agus níos fearr a
chur ar fáil do níos mó daoine.

Is é is aidhm do thionscadal na croí-
chonaire bus ná 230 km de lánaí bus
tiomnaithe agus 200 km de raonta
rothar a chur ar fáil ar 16 cinn de na
conairí is gnóthaí i mBaile Átha Cliath.
Tá tús curtha ag an Údarás Náisiúnta
Iompair le comhairliúchán poiblí i ndáil
leis na moltaí seo.

Reáchtálfar an comhairliúchán poiblí
do na sé chroí-chonair bhus de réir a
chéile. Tá Céim 1 agus Céim 2 ar siúl
faoi láthair. Tá sonraí le fáil ar
www.busconnects.ie

Tá tús curtha anois leis an
gcomhairliúchán poiblí do Chéim 3 agus
tiocfaidh deireadh leis an 30 Aibreán
2019. Táimid ag lorg aighneachtaí
agus tuairimí anois do na conairí seo
a leanas:

Is féidir sonraí faoi na 6 chonair seo
a íoslódáil ar an suíomh gréasáin
www.busconnects.ie nó is féidir
iad a fháil ach glaoch ar Shaorfhón
1800 303 653

Fóram Pobail - Bunóidh an tÚdarás
Náisiúnta Iompair Fóram Pobail do
gach conair áit a mbeidh deis ag ionadaí
ó Chumainn Cónaitheoirí, ó Ghrúpaí
Pobail agus ó Ghrúpaí Leasmhara,
agus ag Ionadaithe Poiblí, eolas
a fháil agus a bheith páirteach sa
chomhairliúchán poiblí. Seol ríomhphost
chuig cbc@busconnects.ie, le do thoil,
chun bheith páirteach.

Imeachtaí eolais an chomhairliúcháin
phoiblí - Mar chuid den chomhairliúchán
poiblí, tionólfar sraith cruinnithe in
ionaid ar na conairí seo. Beidh sonraí ina
dtaobh sin ar fáil ar an suíomh gréasáin
agus i nuachtáin áitiúla sna seachtainí
atá amach romhainn.

BusConnects is a major investment
programme to improve public transport
in Dublin. It aims to overhaul the
current bus system through a 10 year
integrated programme of integrated
actions to deliver a more efficient,
reliable and better bus system for
more people.

The core bus corridor project aims to
deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes
and 200kms of cycle tracks along
16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin.
The National Transport Authority has
commenced a public consultation in
relation to these proposals.

The public consultation for the sixteen
core bus corridors will take place
over a phased basis. Phase 1 and 2
are currently underway. Details can
be found on www.busconnects.ie

The public consultation for Phase 3
has now commenced and will end
30th April 2019. We are now seeking
submissions and observations for the
following:

Details of the proposals for these
6 corridors are available for download
on the website www.busconnects.ie
or call Freefone 1800 303 653.

Community Forum - The NTA will
establish a Community Forum for
each corridor where there will be an
opportunity for a representative from
Residents’ Associations, Community
Groups, Public Representatives and
Interested Groups to get informed
and engaged during the public
consultation process. Please email
cbc@busconnects.ie to get involved.

Public Consultation Information events -
A series of Public Consultation
meetings will be held in venues along
these corridors. Details of these will be
available on the website and in local
newspapers in the coming weeks.

Croí-Chonair Bhus BusConnects
Comhairliúchán Poiblí

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Public Consultation

Is féidir aighneachtaí agus tuairimí i scríbhinn a chur isteach maidir leis na sé chonair:

Ar líne: Tríd an bhfoirm ar líne sa chuid “Public Consultation” ar leathanach na Croí-Chonaire
Bus ar an suíomh gréasáin www.busconnects.ie

Tríd an bpost chuig: Tionscadal na Croí-Chonaire Bus, An tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair,
Dún Scéine, Lána Fhearchair, Baile Átha Cliath 2. D02 WT20

Tríd an ríomhphost chuig: cbc@busconnects.ie

Written submissions and observations on the six corridors may be made:

Online: Through the online form in the “Public Consultation” section of the Core Bus Corridor
page on the website www.busconnects.ie

By post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, National Transport Authority, Dun Sceine,
Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2. D02 WT20

By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie

Baile Munna go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Fionnghlas go dtí Baile Phib

Bré go dtí Lár na Cathrach

COBÁC, Droichead na Dothra
go dtí Lár na Cathrach

An Charraig Dhubh go dtí Muirfin

An Rinn go dtí Lár na Cathrach

Ballymun to City Centre

Finglas to Phibsborough

Bray to City Centre

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre

Blackrock to Merrion

Ringsend to City Centre

KITTYHOLLAND
SocialAffairsCorrespondent

A group of elderly tenants who
protested outside Dublin City
Council yesterday about the
state of their housing, are
hopeful they could be relocated
“withinweeks”.
The residents of Millwood

Court, a council-owned senior
citizens’ complex of 41 bedsits
(of which 12 are vacant) in
Edenmore, north Dublin, had
been “very annoyed” and “dis-
appointed” to hear last week
thatplans torefurbish thedilap-
idated homes and rehouse
someof them,were cancelled.
This followed the rejection

by local councillors of
proposals to hand the complex
over to an approved housing
body (AHB), Fold Housing, to
regenerate the site. Some 12 of
the 29 tenants would be
rehoused at a new Fold
Housing development on
nearby Tonglegee Road while
others would be temporarily
accommodated pending return
toMillwoodCourt.
Built in the 1950s, it is one of

about 50 older people’s
housing estates owned by the
council and in urgent need of
upgrading.
The council has said, given

the depth and breadth of the
housing crisis, it would need an
approved housing body such as
FoldHousingtocarryoutmuch
of thiswork.
Each bedsit has a tiny

kitchen, shower room and a
larger room with a single bed,
armchair, small table and
chairs, wardrobe and a
television. They are cold,
draughty and some have
mould.

Concerned
Residents are also concerned
about fire safety and the fact
they have found needles in the
laundry room, which has just
onewashingmachine and drier
betweenalmost 30people.
TonyTreacy (79), whouses a

walking frame, was among
those who joined neighbours
on a hired minibus to the city
centre, to protest at Wood
Quay. He moved to his bedsit
twoyearsagohaving losthispri-

vate rented accommodation,
paying ¤45 a week. “It is a total
nightmare. I have no room at
all. I have to eat, sleep every-
thing in the same space. And
nothing works. When I fell two
weeks ago, I couldn’t reach the
alarm.”His home is cold andhe
had been looking forward to
movingout.
“I feel veryupsetandveryan-

noyed. It meant so much. It’s
heartbreaking to be told the
council are going back on their

promise. Basically we want
somewhere decent to live in, a
little bit of comfort for the rest
of our lives.”
Tony Donegan (63), a resi-

dent for nine years, pays rent of
¤33 a week. Though his main
living/bedroom is “alright”, the
walls and ceilings of the kitch-
en, shower-room and hall are
badly scarred with black
mould.
He was attacked in 2016 in

his home by “two men” with
scissors. “I just want to get out
of here,” he says.
Vincent Bradshaw (59) has

emphysema and recurrent

pneumonia. He has a wheel-
chair which he cannot use due
to lack of space and remains al-
most housebound. The “cold
and damp” exacerbate his lung
problems.
Patrick McMahon (71), who

has an undiagnosed condition
which leaves him very sensitive
to cold, cannot use the shower
as being in the bathroom is
“like standing in ice”, while
Eliso Kalojan (66) describes
using the shower as a “special
type of punishment”. She pays
¤35 a week and points to
draughts around the front door
andwindows, a brokenwindow
and a hole between her and her
neighbour’s kitchen.

Rejected
During theprotest thecouncil’s
head of housing, Brendan Ken-
ny, invited them tomeethim.
He confirmed the arrange-

ment with Fold had been
withdrawnlastweekaftercoun-
cillors rejected the original
plan. Hewas confident, howev-
er, that if local councillors
agreed to Fold and the council
working together on plans for
Millwood Court, that the ques-
tion of Fold taking possession
of it could be examined later.
“If we get the councillors’

agreement we could move
some of the residents out in a
matter of weeks,” said Mr
Kenny.
Noel Callan (85) was happy

with the outcome, he said, but
wouldn’t start packing yet.

Residentsangryoverstate
ofseniorcitizens’complex

It is a total
nightmare. I

have no room at all.
I have to eat, sleep
everything in the
same space. And
nothingworks

EOINREYNOLDS

A forensic scientist found no
evidence that a serious assault
took place in Mary Lowry’s
home, the last place where her
DJ boyfriend Bobby Ryan was
seenalive.
Scientists from Forensic Sci-

ence Ireland examined areas
where gardaí reported positive
results for blood tests in Ms
Lowry’s bedroom and living
room.
Further analyses using tests

designed specifically for hu-
man blood showed that none of
the areas identified were
actually bloodstains.
DrMartinaMcBride saidone

sampleona light fittingandceil-
ing that gave a “presumptive
positive” result for blood was
probably fly faeces which can
bemistaken for blood by equip-
ment routinely used by gardaí.
Chemical testingandDNAsam-
plingshowednosignsofhuman
blood, she said.
One spot in the bedroomwas

positively identified asDNAbut
testing could not show if the
source was blood. She said
DNA can be found as a result of
someone touching a surface,
sneezing, coughing or spitting.
All bodily fluids, she said, con-
tainDNA.
Dr McBride and Dr Hilary

Clarkeweregivingevidenceyes-
terday in the trial of Patrick
Quirke (50) of Breanshamore,
Co Tipperary who has pleaded
not guilty to themurder of Bob-

by Ryan, a part-time DJ going
by thenameMrMoonlight.
Mr Ryan went missing on

June 3rd, 2011 after leavingMs
Lowry’s home at about 6.30am
andhisbodywasfound inanun-
derground run-off tank on the
farm owned by Ms Lowry and
leasedby theaccusedatFawna-
gown, Tipperary in April 2013.
Theprosecution claims thatMr
Quirke murdered Mr Ryan so
he could rekindle an affair with
MsLowry (52).
DrMcBride told prosecuting

counsel Michael Bowman SC
that considering the injuries to
Mr Ryan she would expect to
see large amounts of blood in
the area where he had been as-
saulted.
She concluded that there

were no signs in Ms Lowry’s
home of an assault where large
amounts of bloodwere spilled.
She further noted that the

house had been painted in the
22months since Mr Ryan’s dis-
appearance.
This was why, she said, she

examined skirting boards
where water containing traces
of bloodmight seepdownwhen
awall is cleaned.Shealsoexam-
ined ceilings because some-
times people don’t notice blood
on the ceiling.
While she said she found no

evidence of an assault, she said
theabsenceof bloodmaynotbe
significant because of the time
that hadpassed and the fact the
house had been painted since
MrRyan’s disappearance.
Under cross-examination

thewitness told Lorcan Staines
SC for the defence that the
nature of the assault, in which
Mr Ryan suffered multiple
fractures to the head, would
lead her to expect to find “a lot
of blood”. However, the pass-
ing of time and the fact it had
been painted lowered that ex-
pectation. She added: “I went
there with the expectation that
itwasworth looking for blood.”

Bodilyfluid
A small spot found beside a
press in the bedroom did test
positive for DNA, she told Mr
Staines, but further testing was
unable to show if the source
was blood or any other bodily
fluid and it was not possible to

generate a profile that would
have allowed them to identify
who theDNAcame from.
Eight out-buildings on the

farm were not suitable for the
standard blood tests, she told
Mr Staines, as therewas a lot of
matter that would have given
false positives. It would have
been like “looking for a needle
in a hay stack,” she said.

Body
DrHilaryClarkesaidshe identi-
fied the body found in the tank
by generating a DNA profile
from a tooth. She compared
that with the DNAofMrRyan’s
children Michelle and Robert
Jnr and said she was satisfied
that the body was their father
and thereforewasMrRyan.
She examined various sam-

ples taken from Mr Ryan’s van
but found only low-level traces
of DNA not suitable for further
identification.
She also examined two lump

hammers sent to the labs by
investigating gardaí and found
male DNA on the handle of one
of them. She was able to elimi-
nate Bobby Ryan, Robert Ryan
Jnr and Patrick Quirke as the
sourceof thatDNA.
She also looked at tubing, ca-

ble ties, a broken hair clip and
other items found in the tankaf-
terMrRyan’s bodyhadbeenre-
moved. She did not sample
them for DNA as she said she
would have no expectation of
findingDNAon them.
The trial continues.

Refurbishmentand rehousingplan
cancelledafter councillors’ decision

■Clockwise from top: Millwood Court resident David Glanville;
the complex onWoodbine Road, Edenmore, Dublin and the
residents calling for refurbishment to go ahead. PHOTOGRAPHS:
TOM HONAN

‘‘

■DrMartinaMcBridefound no
evidence that a serious
assault took place inMary
Lowry’s home

Home News

Stains inhomeofvictim’sgirlfriend
werenotblood,scientist tellscourt

Residentscomplainaboutconditionof
council-ownedaccommodation

THE IRISH TIMES
Wednesday,February27 ,2019 3
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FBDfears farmers
will drop insurance
coverdue toBrexit
cash-flowproblems
JohnMulligan

Wanting out:
Pro-Brexit
activists
demonstrate
outside the
Houses of
Parliament
in central
London.
PHOTO: DANIEL

LEAL-OLIVAS/AFP/

GETTY

FARMERS might ditch insur-
ance cover in a “nightmare”
Brexit scenario, the chief exec-
utive of FBD haswarned.
“That’s a nightmare sce-

nario and a crash-out situa-
tion where the whole country
is very impacted,” Fiona Mul-
doon told the Irish Independ-
ent.
“It’s a risk,” she said. “I watch

what’s going on in West-
minster in horror – the risks
they’re taking with their own
economy and then the impact
it will have on people in Ire-
land who did not vote for it
and who don’t want it. We’re
certainly hoping that sense
will prevail.”
But Ms Muldoon insisted

the insurance company –
which counts a large number
of farmers among its share-
holders and customers – will
continue to do what it can to
support them as the UK leaves
the EU. She warned investors
yesterday that a doomsday
no-deal Brexit could severely
hit farmers’ cashflow.
“We’re very attuned to the

risks, and we would certainly
hope that it doesn’t come to
that, but you have to say, given
the omnishambles in the UK,
that we couldn’t discount a
crash-out Brexit and WTO
[World Trade Organisation]
tariffs,” said MsMuldoon.
She said that the “name of

the game” for FBD will be
watching whether farms in
particular become “so hard hit

cashflow-wise” that theymight
end up going uninsured in a
hard-Brexit scenario.
Ms Muldoon said that was

“not something which you
would want to see anybody
do”, given that farmers “are
their own livelihoods”.
“We will watch carefully,”

she said. “It’s likely that farm
incomeswill be hit, but I think
it’s also likely that agri and
the agri sector would have to
be helped if it was a crash-out
Brexit.
“Certainly, we’d expect that

there would be some sort of
Government intervention – if
the beef sector, say, was hit

overnight with WTO tariffs,”
she added.
FBD noted yesterday that

24pc of its €371.5m in gross
written premiums last year
was for farm insurance. An
additional 8pc was for agri
vehicles. However, just under
57pc of its total customer base
is in the farming community.
Ms Muldoon said FBD was

“heartened” that the Govern-
ment is so focused on Brexit.
“It has been cohesive and

united around the approach
they’re trying to negotiate to
the best possible advantage of
Ireland,” she said.

The FBD boss pointed out
that the company has raised
its planned dividend in respect
of 2018, a payment that will be
received by shareholders later
this year after it’s approved at
the company’s annual general
meeting. She said that would
provide a modest financial lift
to many farmers.
FBD is closely linked to the

farming community and it
secures a core part of its busi-
ness from the sector.
The IFA-linked Farmer Busi-

ness Developments and FBD
Trust between them ownmore
than 32pc of FBD’s shares,
which are listed on the stock
market. The company is valued
at a total of €310m.
Ms Muldoon pointed out

yesterday that more than
three-quarters of FBD’s busi-
ness is outside the capital.
She said the company aims

to secure more customers
within the Dublin area, but
will do so gradually. “The big
challenge for us is to create
urban awareness,” she said.
The company is trying to

raise its profile as an Irish
insurer by sponsoring Ire-
land’s team for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. FBD will begin an
advertising campaign towards
the end of March featuring
some of the athletes.

‘We’d expect that
therewould be some
sort of Government
intervention’

BusinessWeek: Insurance
chief attacks slow pace of
claim culture reform

6 � Thursday, February 28, 2019 IRISH INDEPENDENT

News
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News 5

Crashcyclist
settles case
with feud
victimsister
Aodhan O’Faolain

A CYCLIST who claimed he
suffered a severe and complex
injury to his foot after he was
struck by a car has settled his
High Court damages action.
The action was taken by

sound technician Andrew
Walsh (35), who said he was
knocked off his bike in Meath
Street, Dublin 8, on May 19,
2011.
He claimed his bicycle was

struck from behind by a Nis-
san Qashqai driven by Ma-
ria Byrne, of Windmill Road,
Crumlin, Dublin 12. She is the
sister of David Byrne whowas
shot dead at the RegencyHotel
in 2016.
Mr Walsh, of Dublin 8,

claimed Ms Byrne drove in a
manner which was dangerous,
failed to keep a proper lookout,
and failed to brake properly to
avoid the collision. The claims
were fully denied byMs Byrne.
Yesterday morning, Diar-

muid Murphy, for Mr Walsh,
said the case had been settled
and with the consent of the
parties could be struck out.
No details of the settlement,
understood to be confidential,
were given in open court.

FRACTURES
Ms Justice Bronagh O’Hanlon
said she was “delighted” the
sides had come to a settlement.
She said the case was “an

interesting one” which had
raised issues concerning the
rights of cyclists.
Mr Walsh claimed he suf-

fered injuries including two
fractures to the metatarsals
in his right foot as a result of
the collision.
He said the pain in his foot,

and other symptoms including
involuntary twitching, had
persisted, causing him diffi-
culties and discomfort.
Mr Walsh told the court

that two men, who came on
the scene while he was on the
ground after the collision,
intimidated him.

TRESSSEIZED BYCABWAS
FITTEDOUTWITHGAMES ROOM,BARS

T SECURITY

long to Liam’s best pal Sean
McGovern, his criminal cousin
Liam Roe, McGovern’s partner
Anita Freeman, David Byrne’s
girlfriend Kelly Quinn and Li-
am’s parent’s Sadie and James
‘Jaws’ Byrne.
The lengthy CAB investiga-

tion uncovered how the gang
went to extreme lengths to
disguise its proceeds of crime.
On one occasion, LiamByrne

and another senior lieutenant
were driving around Dublin
wearing bulletproof vests.
They were stopped in a BMW

430 car, valued at €45,000,
and still registered to a UK
company.
It emerged that a system of

“sale or return” was being ex-

ploited to obscure the beneficial
ownership of the vehicles and
to avoid an inquiry into how
the person in possession of
one of them was in a position
to buy the vehicle when it had
not actually been bought at all.
The inquiry into the crime

gang, known as Operation
Lamp, found that the mob
“originated in Dublin but now
has interests in Spain, the Neth-
erlands, South America and
Dubai”.

The court heard that the gang
was previously led and directed
by Christopher Kinahan Snr,
but that the day-to-day opera-
tions were nowmanaged by his
sons, Christopher Jr andDaniel
Kinahan.
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Pictured: Diarmuid O'Brien, Ben McAuley, and Jonathan Kelly from Enniskerry at the Schools
Strike 4 Climate protest in Dublin last Friday 

NTA Chief Executive
Anne Graham and
Deputy Chief Executive
Hugh Creegan were at
this month's meeting of
Wicklow County
Council to outline plans
for the county's transport
system. 

Cllr Ryan said one of
his main grievances with
public transport was
people sneezing on him:
"I know it sounds a
strange thing to say but
people in Ireland don't
know how to sneeze
properly. With the
amount of people on
both the DARTs and
buses these days in tight-
ly confined spaces for 60
minutes, it  is a huge
opportunity for disease
to pass. And I think a
campaign in that regard
would be worthwhile."

On more serious mat-
ters, Ms Graham
explained that one of the
big issues in terms of
delivery of services
across Co. Wicklow is
the county's geography:
"There are challenges to
delivering cross-county
services through what is
the mountainous regions
and centre of the county,
but we have to respond
to that," she said.

"In terms of the
N11/M11, we are engag-
ing with TII on widening
for bus priority, particu-
larly at key points. And
then within towns them-
selves we want to try
and put in bus priority
where possible in part-
nership with Wicklow
County Council."

Councillors were
informed that the sug-
gestion of an extension
of the Luas from Saggart
to Blessington is not cur-
rently part of the NTA's
strategy. Responding to
concerns voiced by
councillors that the Luas
extension to Bray was in
doubt, Mr Creegan said
"the National
Development Plan has in
it a commitment that
during the period of that
plan, which runs to
2027, the design and
planning work will be
done for a future exten-
sion of the line out
towards Bray and imple-
mentation is to be con-
sidered in the next
development plan, that's
what we have to work
to."

Mr Creegan however
explained that the Luas
Bray line in the
Transport Strategy was

TRANSPORT AUTHORITY
OUTLINES ITS PLANS

FOR COUNTY  WICKLOW
The National Transport Authority (NTA) should run a public awareness
campaign on how to sneeze properly when using public transport, Cllr John
Ryan believes.  

Wicklow Historical Society 
Ken Hannigan, retired National Archives archivist
and Wicklow Historical Society committee member,
will be the guest speaker for the Society's  Monday
March 25th meeting at 8pm in the De La Salle
Parish Centre, beside St. Patrick's Church, Wicklow,
at which he will talk about  "James Joyce and his
Wicklow associates." This is the final talk in
Wicklow Historical Society's current winter lecture
series. All are welcome to attend.  

'indicative', and the pre-
cise route, whether to
Fassaroe or elsewhere in
Bray, was still to be
decided: "In the trans-
port strategy we give
one line, but also say it
is indicative and subject
to further development
when the details emerge,
if it is a stronger case to
move it in a different
direction, we can work
our way through in the
future."

With regards to the
stalled N81 upgrade,
councillors were told
that although the NTA's
transport strategy for the
region identifies the
need to upgrade the
N81, it is dependent on
whether it is a priority
for Transport
Infrastructure Ireland
(TII) and on whether
they have the funding to
do it.   

With regards to the
DART/train service,
councillors were told
that the NTA is under-
taking a feasibility study
on track changes
between Greystones and
Bray to assess the poten-
tial for a 20-minute
DART service. The fea-
sibility study will be
completed later this
month.

However, extending
the DART service south
of Greystones is current-
ly not on the NTA's
agenda. "It is something
that we can look at, but I
won't promise things we
can't deliver. Our key
piece of rail infrastruc-
ture in Co. Wicklow
would be making

changes to get a 20-
minute DART service in
Greystones, that's our
priority."

Co. Wicklow will
however be getting a
new bus service (the
183), which is expected
to be launched this
month and which will be
integrated with train ser-
vices. The route will be
from Glendalough to
Wicklow Town, with
stops in Laragh,
Roundwood, Ashford,
and Rathnew.

Regarding the 84
Dublin Bus route, Ms
Graham said "we'll look
at that and see if we're in
a position to provide
additional services
because we require
funding for that."

Speaking after the
meeting, Cllr Derek
Mitchell said "On the
railway the single line
track around Bray Head
is a major problem. I
wrote a report in
February 2018 suggest-
ing partial double track-
ing as a way of provid-
ing 50% more DARTs to
Greystones. This was
ignored by Irish Rail but
the NTA has got interna-
tional rail experts
involved, who will
report by the end of
March on whether this is
feasible. More trains to
Kilcoole and south of
Greystones depend on
when more carriages are
available. Some will
come in 2021. My paper
suggested doubling the
length of these at rush
hour but no commitment
was given on this."

Press Advertisement published in the Wicklow Times  
– 19 March 2019:

Bray to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor SchemeAppendix

282



THE HERALD WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2019

News 5

‘I’mnotsurehow
we’llgetthrough’
–devastateddad
of tragicMorgan

News   5

‘I’mnotsurehow

THE father of one of the
teenagers who died at the
St Patrick’s Day disco said
the loss has left his family
devastated and broken.

James Bradley’s son, Mor-
gan Barnard, was one of
three to die tragically last
Sunday night while attending
an event at The Greenvale
Hotel in Cookstown, Co Ty-
rone.

“I’m not sure how we’ll
get through, hour by hour,
day by day. The family, we’re
devastated, broken,” said Mr
Bradley.

Speaking outside the
family home in Springdale,
Dungannon, Mr Bradley
also revealed how Morgan’s
mother, Maria, who is 17
weeks pregnant, is strug-

gling to come to terms with
the death of her son.

“She has chosen not to be-
lieve it at the moment,” he said.

“The first we knew some-
thing was wrong was when we
got a phone call from his cousin,
saying there had been a terrible
accident at the Greenvale Hotel.

“We made our way to the
hospital, and we knew by the
reaction of the police there was
someone dead in there.

“We knew there was some-
thing terribly wrong.

“I can’t really say anything
more right now. Everyone
knows we’ve lost a son, and
there are no more words that
we can find right now.”

Morgan (17) and another
victim, Connor Currie (16), both
attended St Patrick’s Academy
Dungannon, which said it was
a time of “profound sadness”.

Morgan was an “ambitious,
charismatic” young person with

an abundance of potential,
studying mathematics, digital
technology, business studies
and his “absolute passion” of
Irish.

“He lifted the mood every-
where he went. Everyone ben-
efited from Morgan’s energetic,
positive zest for life. It was
contagious,” the school said.

“His smile was bright. When
Morgan was around, fun and
laughter always followed.”

Connor was a “kind-hearted,
loyal friend” who was always
willing to help others and was
“courteous, mannerly and com-
passionate”, teachers said.

“He had a great sense of team
spirit, and his warm, caring
nature endeared him to all and
earned him much deserved
respect.”

SUNSHINE
The third victim of the tragedy,
Lauren Bullock (17), was de-
scribed as a “ray of sunshine,
a bright and bubbly cheerlead-
er who lit up the lives of her
friends,” by close friend Alice
Lambert (also 17), from Coalis-
land, Co Tyrone.

“I feel gutted for her about
it,” Alice said.

“She was such a nice person
– she was like a ray of sunshine.
She made you happy, you saw
her on a night out, and she
would have made you happy.”

Alice wrote a personal mes-
sage in the memorial book at
the Burnavon Arts and Cultural
Centre in Cookstown.

“The moment I found out, I
was completely broken down,”
she said.

Lauren was a pupil at St
Patrick’s College in Dungannon.

Principal Catherine McHugh
described her as a “shining
light”.

Mark Bain
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Bullock and (below)
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Pictured at the St Patrick's Day parade in Newtownmountkennedy is Bernie O'Toole with her
grandson Scott.

An industry survey
undertaken by the IHF
ahead of its annual con-
ference in the
Gleneagle Hotel  &
INEC, Killarney,  Co
Kerry, reveals that only
40% of hoteliers
nationally now have a
posit ive outlook for
their business over the
next 12 months. This
compares with 79%
who reported a positive
outlook at the start of
2018.

Major concerns for
the sector include the
continued risk of a dis-
ruptive Brexit  and
reduced competitive-
ness due to the hike in
tourism VAT, increases
in the cost  of doing
business and growing
economic uncertainty
internationally. In par-
ticular, the higher VAT
rate is putting invest-
ment in additional hotel
capacity at risk, with
75% of hoteliers stating
they are now reassess-
ing plans to increase
capital investment as a
result of the increase.

Performance so far
this year has been
mixed, with 39% of
hoteliers across the
country reporting a
drop in overall business

levels compared to this
t ime last  year while
48% report an increase.
This has largely been
driven by growth from
North America and
Europe, which is mask-
ing continued poor per-
formance of the UK
market.  Almost two
thirds of hoteliers
(65%) say advance
bookings for 2019 from
the Great Britain are
down while almost six
in ten (57%) are seeing
a fall in advance book-
ings from Northern
Ireland. 

With the vast majori-
ty of hoteliers (91%)
concerned about the
impact Brexit will have
on their business over
the next 12 months,
Brian McNamara,
Chair of the Wicklow
branch of the Ir ish
Hotels Federation says
growth in recent years
cannot be taken for
granted.  "With the
prospect of a disruptive
Brexit  looming, the
sharp fall in business
sentiment amongst
hoteliers is not surpris-
ing.  Our fear is  that
regional tourism busi-
nesses risk being hard-
est hit, especially those
operating in areas that

are heavily reliant on
seasonal and UK mar-
kets." 

Tourism currently
supports 13,900 jobs in
Wicklow and con-
tributes some €174m
to the local economy
annually.

Mr McNamara states:
"Tourism plays a vitally
important role as an
engine of growth and
regional economic bal-
ance.  However,  this
could be put at risk if
the Government does
not take decisive action
to mitigate the impact
of Brexit and address
the other serious chal-
lenges we now face
such as the high cost of
doing business in
Ireland.

"Tourism is an excep-
tionally competi t ive
activity. We compete
daily for business at
both a domestic and
international level and
every tourism Euro
spent by overseas and
domestic tourists  in
Ireland is  hard won.
Maintaining our com-
petitiveness is absolute-
ly vital to sustaining
the growth of the
industry,  which sup-
ports jobs in every
country and town.

"With 70 per cent of
tourism jobs based out-
side of Dublin,
tourism's wide geo-
graphic distribution is
critical to sustaining
regional economies,
and addressing the rural
imbalance. And, as the
biggest investor in Irish
tourism, the hotels sec-
tor is playing a critical
role. Hotels and guest-
houses not only provide
local  employment
opportunities, we buy
local services, source
locally produced food
and provide a vital
infrastructure in sup-
port of local business
and communities," he
added.

Welcoming the
Government's commit-
ment last year to intro-
duce a Tourism
Satellite Account with-
in the Central Statistics
Office (CSO),
McNamara called for it
to be implemented as a
priority. "This account
will provide a full anal-
ysis of the economic
activity in the tourism
industry and show how
much it contributes to
each county throughout
the country to inform
future taxation and eco-
nomic policy," he said.

Wicklow hotels
feel Brexit effect
Business sentiment amongst hotels and guesthouses in Wicklow has
deteriorated sharply year on year, representing a stark change in
outlook compared with 2018 according to the Irish Hotels Federation
(IHF). 
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JENNIFERBRAY
PoliticalReporter

Ending the practice of chang-
ingtheclocks in springandau-
tumn could cause “acute” dis-
ruption to flights and the
movement of goods and peo-
ple across the island of Ire-
land, Ibec haswarned.
In a submission to the Gov-

ernment, the group called on
the Government to “oppose
any change to the status quo”.
The Department of Justice

has held a public consultation
on potentially scrapping the
practice of moving clocks for-
ward by an hour in spring and
then back again in the au-
tumn. It comes after MEPs
this week voted by 410 to 192
in favour of ending the prac-
tice of seasonal time shifts.
Ibec has now warned of in-

ternational transport and lo-
gistical challenges if the status
quo is changed. There have
been particular concerns
about Ireland and Northern
Ireland existing in different
timezones.
“Any change in the existing

time differences with other
countries will result in signifi-
cant transport and logistics
challenges.
“The disruption caused in

the aviation sector will be par-
ticularly acute but it would
also affect shipping and possi-
bly land transport scheduling
withNorthern Ireland.
“Dublin Airport is already

facing capacity constraints,
and potential future more on-
erous restrictions around
flight times could accentuate
these challenges. Any change
in the time difference with
UK-based airports would pose
extensive scheduling difficul-
ties and would require a long
lead-in time to facilitate plan-
ning,” the submission says.
Ibec has also warned that it

is unclear howotherEU coun-
trieswill respondto thechang-
es and that the timeline of
Brexit negotiationsmakes the
UK response particularly un-
certain. “Irish business, there-
fore, has no line of sight on
how any change in Ireland
would impact on the time dif-
ferential with our main trad-
ingpartners.”
The group, whosemember-

ship employs more than
70 per cent of the private sec-
tor workforce, said Ireland’s
currentpositionwasanadvan-
tage.
This is because it “straddles

the Asian and North Ameri-
cantimezonesandhencebusi-
ness tradinghours.This strate-
gic positioning has become

more important as the traded
services sector continues to
grow in economic impor-
tance.
“A time change that would

alter the existing time differ-
ences with other strategic
global business hubs, such as
Pacific Time Zone of the US,
would disrupt existing busi-
ness processes.”
In summary, the group said

that “the Government should
currently oppose any change
to the statusquo.Thisposition
should be reviewed if other
non-EU countries were to
cease seasonal time changes.”
The IrishFarmers’ Associa-

tion has also written to the
Government on the issue rais-
ing concerns about potential
differences betweenNorthern
Irelandand Ireland.

Therewill beno interfering
with timeonLeoVaradkar’s
watch. (Andhis cufflinks are
not to bemessedwith either.)
This cameaswelcomenews

yesterdaywhen theDáil
contemplatedwhatmight
happen if the islandendsup
juggling twodifferent time
zones as a result of ano-deal
Brexit.
It simply can’t happen. The

smugglerswouldbewornout.
Daisy the calf havingher

passport stamped inMona-
ghanatmidday and inspected
atnoon inAughnacloybefore a
lunchtimebucket of nuts in
Cloneswhile undergoing a
veterinaryprocedure in
Lissnaskea.Toomuch.
Midnight onaMonday in

Belcoobecoming the early
hoursof aTuesday inBlack-
lion.Bullockswith thegift of
bilocationbelting over and
back across theBorder, their
multiple passports travelling
with them in a separate trailer.
In the InishowenPeninsula,

crowdswatching theNorthern
Lights in altered time. Tramp-
ing through farmhouses,
pausingonly to adjust their
watches at thebackdoor
before resumingwhere they
left off.
Time-datedpostcards

available for purchase. The
narrowBorder roads choked
with cattle lorries and tourists.
Anexhausted SlabMurphy

complainingof longhours
overwhelming a struggling
smuggling community running
trucks for 48/7between the
two jurisdictions.
Post-Brexit businesswould

bebrisk along theBorder.
Imagine sucha thing. It

couldhappen in theparallel
universe that a no-dealBrexit
wouldbring.
Just anotherminor consider-

ation to add to themix.
Labour leaderBrendan

Howlinbrought it upduring
Leaders’Questions, reminding
theDáil that theEuropean
Parliament votedonTuesday
to enddaylight savings time.
Once that decision is formally
adoptedbyEU leaders,
member stateswill be able to
choosewhat timesystem to
adopt fromApril 2021.
ThiswouldplaceEU

stalwart Ireland “in adifficult
position”, saidBrendan, as the

departingUKwon’t giveup the
current system. (BritishMEPs
reacted angrily to the initial
proposal accusingEUbigwigs
of behaving like “TimeLords”.)
“What is your intention in

this regard andhowwill
Irelandbe voting in thismatter
at theEuropeanCouncil?” he
asked.
“Goodquestion,” repliedDr

LeoofCastleknock and
Gallifrey,who confessedhe’s
beenpondering thewhole time
thing since the vote inBrussels.
“The truth is theGovern-

menthasn’t takenaposition on
it yet norhavewediscussed it.”
He’dbedelighted tohearwhat
theDáil has to sayon the issue.
Maybea few indicative votes
might beworth experimenting
with,”he smirked.

Alltherage
Theywereall the rage inweak
andwobblyWestminster
yesterday. In Ireland, on the
otherhand, “wehaveplenty of
time tomake this decision”.
But, two years out fromcrunch
timeon the timedifference, the
Taoiseach is adamant about
one thing: “I couldn’t and
certainlywouldn’twish to
countenance a situation
wherebyNorthern Ireland is in
adifferent time zone to the rest
of Ireland.”
DUPnotwithstanding.
Not onhiswatch.
Meanwhile, theneedling

between theTaoiseach and the
leader ofFiannaFáil contin-
ues. Their parties remain
locked in apolitical relation-
shipwhichboth long to aban-
donbut cannot for fear of being
blamed for causing the
break-up.
MicheálMartin strongly

suspectsLeoVaradkar is
keepinghim in thedark about
hisGovernment’s Brexit plans
and its discussions inEurope.
TheTaoiseachhas taken to

routinelydismissing these
suspicionsby accusingMicheál
of indulging in conspiracy
theories. Leo’s determination
todraghim into tin-foil hat
territory is not goingdownwell
with theFiannaFáil leader
whoseparty is holding its nose
andkeepingFineGael in
Government.
“Thisnonsense andpartisan

posturinghas to stop.Weneed
basic transparency aboutwhat
is beingdiscussed,” said
Micheál during exchanges on
lastweek’s EUsummitmeet-
ing.
Insteadof beingup front

with information, theTaoise-
achprefers touse “his new
favouritepolitical attack”
which is to shout “conspiracy
theory”whenquestionedby
theOpposition. “This is his
equivalent of theTrumpian
habit of attackingany inconven-
ient question as ‘fakenews’.”
TheFiannaFáil leaderwas

thoroughly fedupwithLeo’s
ungrateful attitude to all the
parties in theDáil as theybite
their tongues and row in
behindhisGovernment in
theseuncertain times.
AndFineGael repays them

byexploiting their good
intentionsby spending thepast
year attempting to “engineer
anelectionwhere they could
try topresentBrexit as a
definingdivision between the
parties”.
Yet the entireOpposition

has “held back inBrexit-relat-
eddebates, even in the face of
extraordinaryprovocation”,
evenasmembers of the
Government routinely squeal
“that even themildest chal-
lenge is against thenational
interest”.
Leowoulddowell to remem-

ber this, warnedMicheál,
whosehumourhasn’t im-
provedonewhit since last
monthwhenhe toldCabinet
Ministers to “put aside the
snarkiness”whenanswering
legitimatequestions about
Ireland’s level and state of
preparedness forBrexit.

Greatergood
FiannaFáil’s virtuous leader
reminded the ingrateLeo that
they took a decisionnot touse
theGovernment’s “demonstra-
ble failures” against them to
“force an election”. Theydid
this for thegreater good.

Therewaswidespread
smirkingon thenon-FF
benches at this paineddeclara-
tion.
Not only that, but the

Government’s supporting
confidence-and-supply part-
nerswent out of theirway to
pushanarrative inEuropeof
an Irelandof political peace,
harmonyandconsensus.
Andall thiswhile having to

copewithFineGael’s “enor-
mouslydamaging campaignof
messianic self-regardwhich
theTaoiseach andhismore
obsequious partymembers
engaged in”when considering
special status solutions for
Northern Ireland.
Micheál’s speechwriter – a

personwith strongopinions on
theNorth – recycled the
messianic line from lastmonth,
not thatLeo seemedbothered

hearing it a second time.

Brexitmilestine
Honestly, if itwasn’t for that
constrictingmilestoneof
Brexit aroundFiannaFáil
necks, thepartywouldbeout
thedoorofLeinsterHouse ina
flashandon the election trail.
They couldpull the plug

now, if they sodesired.
SinnFéin’sDavidCullinane

listened toMicheál outlining
his electoral dilemma.
“It’s quite incredible that

DeputyMartin could read that
speechandkeep a straight face
at the same time,” hemar-
velled.
It’s not that incredible and

heknows it because all the
parties share the samezone.
It’s calledDaylightFacesav-

ingTimeand theywill never
change it.

MARKHILLIARD

Tenants due to lose their apart-
ments to the proposed
MetroLink project in Dublin
are to be offered a year’s free
rent and a dedicated real estate
agent tohelp themsecurealter-
nativehomes.
Owner-occupiers in the Col-

legeGatecomplex,which is fac-
ing demolition, will be offered
market-rate compensation as
well as assistance in finding al-
ternatives, the National Trans-

portAuthority (NTA)has said.
On Tuesday it confirmed its

preferred route for the new rail
system which will necessitate
acquiring and removing the
apartment building at the back
of Tara Street train station un-
der Compulsory Purchase Or-
der (CPO) terms.
Home to 58 tenants and 12

owner-occupiers, its demoli-
tionwill include the street-level
Markievicz Sport and Fitness
Centre but this will also be re-
built elsewhere, theNTAsaid.

The proposed move, which
the NTAhas insisted is the only
viableoption, has caused anxie-
ty among residents.
While the terms extended to

owners under CPO are normal,
theNTA has said it is taking ex-
tra steps to help renters find
new homes. Details of the
schemeemergedat theOireach-
tas Transport Committee yes-
terday.

JENNIFERBRAY
PoliticalReporter

A “dignity and respect” hel-
pline is being set up at Leinster
House to which politicians and
staff will be able to report cases
of bullying and sexual harass-
ment in the Oireachtas. Details
of the planned helpline are in-
cluded in a new policy which
sets out actions to be taken
where complaints aremade.
“Whilemembers have a par-

ticular commitment to uphold
the highest standards of behav-
iour as public representatives,
they can also be vulnerable to
vexatious claims,” the Houses
of the Oireachtas Commission
document says. “The principles
ofnatural justiceandfairproce-
dures underpin the culture of
dignity and respect in thework-
place, and will apply to every-
one.”
All political parties have for-

mally adopted thenewpolicy.
Separately, an online survey

was circulated on Monday to
TDs, Senators and staff across
the organisation to help deter-

mine the extent to which bully-
ing,harassmentandsexualhar-
assmentmay be an issuewithin
theOireachtas.
In the new guide politicians

have been warned they must
“conduct themselves to the
highest ethical standards”.
“While parliament is not

uniquewith respect to issues of
bullying, harassment and sexu-
al harassment, elected mem-
bers should be held to the high-
est standard of behaviour due
to the role of parliament in soci-
ety.

Tolerance
“Inpolitics theremustbe ahigh
level of tolerance for debate
and argument, over and above
what would be considered ac-
ceptable within the workplace.
However, the same tolerance
cannotbeapplied topoliticians’
treatment of staff and employ-
ees, who should have the same
right to respectful treatment as
any other employees.Members
must, therefore, conduct them-
selves to the highest ethical
standards.”

Politicians and staff are be-
ing urged to attend at least one
information seminar on the
newpolicy.
The“dignityandrespect”hel-

plinewill be available for politi-
cians, political parties and their
staff.
The helpline “will be a first

point of contact for anyone ex-
periencing issues relating to
bullying, harassment or sexual
harassment”.
The policy says that a person

whobelieves theyarebeingbul-
liedor sexuallyharassed should
firstly tell the person they are
complainingabout that theirbe-
haviour is unacceptable and try
to resolve it informally.
“The informal approach

does not propose to diminish
theissueor theeffecton individ-
uals. Rather, the objective of
the informal procedure is to al-
low scope for resolving issues
quickly, effectively and with a
minimum of distress to par-
ties.”
If the informal approach

does not work, a formal com-
plaintwill be investigated.

Thereare
concerns

about Irelandand
Northern Ireland
existing indifferent
timezones

MirianLord
Dáil sketch

Icouldn’t andcertainlywouldn’twish tocountenance
asituationwherebyNorthern Ireland is inadifferent
timezone to the rest of Ireland” – Taoiseach LeoVaradkar

‘‘

Home News

Oireachtastotacklebullying
andsexualharassment

CONOR POPE
ConsumerAffairsCorrespondent

The cost of renting a home
fell marginally in the last
three months of 2018 but
average monthly rents were
still more than ¤70 higher
than the same quarter of
2017, latest figures from the
Residential Tenancies Board
(RTB) show.
Its rent index covering the

three months from October
toDecembersuggests thena-
tional average monthly rent
was¤1,134, a¤73 increase on
same period in 2017. Howev-
er, the figures show average
rents across the country fell
slightly between the third
and fourth quarter of last
year.
In the three months be-

tween July and September
2018 rents climbedby2.3per
cent. However they fell
0.3 per cent in the final three
months of the year, the first
quarter of decline since early
2017,
Theaverage rent inDublin

was put at ¤1,650, up from
¤1,530 at the end of 2017.
While this is a 7.8 per cent in-
crease in rent in the capital
year on year, the average
rent was slightly lower in the
last three months of the year
compared to the ¤1,663 re-
corded in the previous three
months. The second highest
average rents were in Cork
citywhere the costwas put at
¤1,095 a month followed by
Galway city where rents
were¤1,064 .Rents inLimer-
ick city were ¤929 and rents
inWaterford citywere¤682.
Based on the rental data,

twoadditional areashave the
designation criteria for Rent
Pressure Zones – Navan and
Limerick City East. As a re-
sult increases in these areas
will nowbe limited to amaxi-
mum rent increase of 4 per
cent a year.

Employers’ bodybelievesEUplancould
cause ‘acute’ disruption to flights

Timetostandstill in the twoIrelands
–at leastunderTimeLordLeo’swatch

BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in Dublin.
It aims to overhaul the current bus system through a 10 year integrated programme of
integrated actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more
people.

The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms
of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin. The National Transport Authority
has commenced a public consultation in relation to these proposals.

Community Forum
The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development of
the Core Bus Corridors project. We want to keep everyone on the proposed bus corridors
fully in the picture at all times. As such, we have established a Community Forum for each
corridor.

Phase 3 Public Consultation has commenced and we are calling for a single representative
from resident and community associations, disability and special interest groups and
business organisations on the corridors, along with public representatives. As places are
limited, only one representative per group can be accepted.

The aim is to create two-way communication with local communities allowing information
and feedback to be relayed clearly, quickly and accurately.

Ballymun to City Centre, Finglas to Phibsborough, Bray to City Centre,
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre, Blackrock to Merrion, Ringsend to City Centre

If you would like to nominate a representative for the phase 3 corridors above, please let us
know by emailing cbc@busconnects.ie

The Public Consultation for Phase 1 concludes Friday 29th March 2019. Phase 2 will run until
Tuesday 30th April 2019. Phase 3, the 6 corridors listed above has commenced and will
conclude Friday 31st May 2019.

General Information
Public Consultation is now live for these six corridors and will conclude Friday 31st May 2019.
Written submissions and observations on the six corridors may be made:

Online:
Through the online form in the “Public
Consultation” section of the Core Bus Corridor
page on the website www.busconnects.ie

By email to:
cbc@busconnects.ie

By Post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project
National Transport Authority
Dun Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

Public Consultation information events - a series of public
consultation meetings have commenced in venues along these
six corridors. Details of these can be found on our website.

www.busconnects.ie
cbc@busconnects.ie
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TheTaoiseachprefers touse“hisnew favourite
political attack”which is to shout “conspiracy
theory”’whenquestionedby theopposition.
“This ishis equivalentof theTrumpianhabit of
attackingany inconvenientquestionas
‘fakenews’.” – FF leaderMicheálMartin

Tenantsduetoloseapartmentsto
MetroLinktobeofferedyear’sfreerent

Rentingcosts
fall slightly
atendof2018

Ibecoutlines its
oppositionto
clockschange
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